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FIND OUT WHY EDMONTON IS ONE OF THE BEST CITIES IN 
@ WORLD FOR PRINTMAKING [NUE STAFF / 18] 


cathy 


EWS: GREEN GROUPS HIT TOWN / 1 “FILM: CLOSE 70 HOME / 25 MUSIC: ART BRUT / 36 
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an Xbox 360, a copy of “Skate.” the game, and a $500 West49 shopping spree. 


*Visil wesi49.com for contest rules and regulations. Microsoft, Xbox 360 and the Xbox logos are either registered trademark 
trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States andor other countr 


*Offers valid on regular priced items West49 


“Offers effective until September 10, 2007 www.west49.com 
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CANADA’S ORIGINAL 
HONEY BROWN LAGER 


When we brew our Sleeman Honey Brown Lager, we insist on adding 
our all-natural Canadian honey after fermentation. This keeps the taste 
and aroma precisely where it belongs - in the beer. Maybe that's why 
Canada's Original Honey Brown Lager is still Canada's favourite. 

And that's one we're Po Bex of. 
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Obvious, | know, but we couldn't very well 
call it “Fringe-a-pussy,” now, could we? 
("The Fringe Who Loved Me” might have 
been okay, | guess... or maybe “The Spy 
Who Fringed Me,” although what does 
the verb “to Fringe” really mean, any- 
ways?) 


GREEN GROUPS COME T0 TOWN / 7 
“We get some college kids from Calgary in 
who are curious. They've heard the news 
stories and they ask questions. So they're 
not entirely sympathetic... The university 
is really a closed shop as far as creation- 
ism goes.” —Edgar Nernberg, Big Valley 
Creation Science Museum 
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CLOSE TO HOME | 25 

“Every time the film threatens to drift 
away into a preoccupation with the girls’ 
romantic interests and their disinterest in 
the job, Close To Home brings us, with a 
deep, soul-jarring wrench, back.” —Brian 
Gibson, Vue critic 
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Get savvy on the arts | THEBACK 44 


AND your name in print! 


Learn all facets of magazine production from 


concept to final product. T he 
MAGAZINE 
Pro ject 


We're seeking 10 dedicated 
and creative interns, who want to improve their 


writing and communications skills, 
learn graphics, take photos and 


to save lives. | BEAGK 0) OG 
build a great magazine. | Edmonton 


You must be read hall if. Donor Clinic AG Gt aliplace to 
u ready to challenge yourself, 
be a team player and meet deadlines. 8249 - 114 Street Pail VOUT 


ART BRUT / 36 

“| bought a guitar when | was nine and | 
tried to learn that, but | couldn't do it. Then 
| bought a keyboard and | couldn't do that 
either. A flute—that didn’t work out. | 
bought a clarinet-—couldn’t do that either. 
And | thought, alright, | have to be the 
singer. | can do that. Like Lou Reed—he 
can't sing. That's what | do. I'm not very 
good at singing—at least | can say things.” 
—Eddie Argos, Art Brut, ahem, singer 


Here’s your opportunity 


wwe Naot 913 bn you togive 


We'll show you the possibilities of Monday - Friday 
a fulfilling career in the arts. ; : -1: Sync) mr | 
eT | 3:00 pm - 7200 pm Ch WOSNE 
If you're between [5 and 30, Ths viet see a 
out of school, working part- Youth Employment Strategy | Saturday 
time or in a dead-end job, C: di 8:30 am - 2:30 pm 
then The MAGAZINE Project anadda 
might be for you. Book your life 
Call 780.428.5700 or visit | en ee oe 
themagazineproject.ca for more info. _— 
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Deadline for 
applications is September 21! 
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All the young dudes 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
ow that the Ontario Court of Appeal has decided to acquit Steven 
Truscott, effectively clearing him of the 1959 rape and murder of 
schoolgirl Lynn Harper for which he had initially been sentenced to 
hang when he was just 14, the mild-mannered 62-year-old has said he feels it 
is too soon to start talking about how he might be compensated for his wrong- 
ful conviction and imprisonment. 

It's probably not too soon, however, to start talking about what lessons the 
Canadian justice system can learn from the case and a number of eerily similar 
instances of gross miscarriages of justice. David Milgaard was 16 when he was 
charged with the rape and murder of 20-year-old Saskatoon nursing student Gail 
Miller, mostly on the strength of the testimony of a casual acquaintance who was 
later institutionalized after claiming to be the messiah (seriously), and he spent 
more than 20 years in prison before being granted a new trial in 1997 and being 
exonerated by DNA evidence. The then 16-year-year old Donald Marshall spent 
his late teens and most of his 20s in jail before his 1971 conviction in the stabbing 
of 17-year-old Sandy Seale was thrown out after new witnesses came forward. 

In all of these cases, law enforcement ignored or dismissed witness testi- 
mony and forensics that may have exonerated these young men, preferring 
instead to focus on irrelevant and ancillary “evidence” (Milgaard was a long 
haired, pot smokin‘hippy; Marshall was “known to police’—more on that in a 
bit—and native) while facing admittedly crushing public pressure to lay 
charges because of the sensational nature of the crimes. 

These examples are more than a little pertinent to the case of Shawn Hen- 
nessey and Dennis Cheeseman, the two young men currently charged with 
first degree murder in the deaths of the four Mounties gunned down on a farm 
near Mayerthorpe in March 2005. Neither have a criminal record, but at the 
time of their arrest police were eager to make it clear both men were 
“involved in drugs” and "known to police,” which are incredibly misleading 
statements at best (anyone who has ever met a cop anywhere is theoretically 
“known to police,” for example). Of course, there may be less flimsy evidence 
about Hennessey and Cheeseman, and a trial will hopefully clear up the cur- 
rently murky case against them, but individuals involved in justice and law 
enforcement should keep Truscott and company in mind as they proceed with 
the case against these young men—an even greater travesty than locking 
Steven Truscott up for 48 years would be to not learn anything from it. v 
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= LETTERS 


ULTIMATE FRISBEE 


| was recently alerted to the column that 
Ted Kerr wrote about the night that we 
spent months ago at the Alberta Museum 
taking in my film Frisbee ("That movie was 
so gay,” Queermonton, Aug 23 — Aug 29). 

Ted: Let me begin by stating that | am 
not interested in adding to your sense of 
isolationism and pain. You obviously 
think that that night represented antag- 
onism against your being a homosexual, 
and | am loathe to add to that feeling. 
Part of the very reason that | did the film 
Frisbee was to assist Christian evangeli- 
cals in being a lot more open and 
accepting of the GLBT community, even 
if they disagree with them on certain 
and even fundamental issues. 

| am not sure you really understood 
the premise of the film if what you took 
away from that night was fear and 
hatred. Believe me when | tell you that | 
am a pariah in evangelical circles for my 
attempt at honesty, and that you think 
this is just another piece of propaganda 
from the bowels of evangelical Chris- 
tianity tells me that your radar is a little 
askew. | can show you plenty of propa- 
gandic films that have emerged from my 


community. Believe me when | tell you 


THAT'S No Rock!!! 
it's A Donut! 
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that nobody therein would mistake mine 
for one of them. 

Too, the fact that my movie was 
played on one of the largest PBS affili- 
ates in the United States (in San Francis- 
co, no less) and even garnered an Emmy 
nomination suggests that your charge of 
bias and close-mindedness is a little sus- 
pect. There are plenty of gatekeepers 
that disagree vehemently with the Christ- 
ian worldview and still think that what | 
presented was a viable piece of art. 

What's most problematic, though, is 
that you seem to forget that the church 
group that sponsored this event raised 
$2000 for HIV Edmonton. Did your sense 
of outrage mean that you returned the 
money? (Because if memory serves, | 
forfeited my airplane ticket price and 
honorarium—about $600 Canadian—to 
give to HIV Edmonton.) 

Also, did you not hear people trying 
to wrestle with this issue? | am glad 
that you have successfully wrestled 
through to understand that being gay 
is part of your “fluid identity.” How 
about a little slack while the rest of 
those assembled make the journey? 
Some of us need time to process all 
the information. Your understanding 
as we do is tantamount to finding 
some way of getting along together in 
this topsy turvy world. 

And what if we never see eye to eye? 


Does not the dialogue that was attempt- 
ed there that night say something to you 
about the willingness of Christians to 
want to understand this issue? | am 
sorry that you feel that night represent- 
ed an attack against your being. | think 
the rhetoric that you are grasping at— 
that the personal is political and that 
any Christian expressing beliefs that dif- 
fer from yours needs to be shouted 
down—represents a road that will only 
lead to more shouting past each other. | 
have watched Christian fundamentalists 
all my life do nothing more than argue 
past their opponents. | remember that 
both you and your friend were given the 
floor to openly express your views. How 
do you know that what you or your 
friend said that night didn’t have some 
affect on someone else to open their 
mind beyond the negativity that you 
honed in upon? Do you think that sort of 
honest exchange where people from 
your community are given the floor hap- 
pens a lot in church circles? 

But finally, | do know that if you raise 
the charge of “homophobia” every time 
someone disagrees with you, then you 
are doing the exact same thing your 
enemies, whether perceived or real. And 
that would make you nothing more than 
a fundamentalist of a secular stripe. 


hink I'll go out to Alberta... 


GREENPEACE AND ITS ILK SET UP SHOP TO BATTLE OILSANDS 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
pposition to the Alberta oil 
sands got a boost this August 
when international environ- 

mental advocacy organization Green- 

peace opened the doors of its 

Edmonton office, becoming the first of 

a number of well-known environmen- 

tal organizations to officially set up 

shop in Alberta to take on increased 
development in the north of the 
province. 

Both World Wildlife Fund Canada 
and Sierra Legal Defence Fund are 
also in the process of establishing 
offices in Alberta, and many more 
organizations with international 
clout and deep pockets are ramping 
up campaigns specifically targeting 
the oil sands. 

Mike Hudema, Tar Sands Energy 
Campaigner with Greenpeace Cana- 
da, and one of two staff in the new 
Edmonton Greenpeace office, said the 
global ramifications of the problem in 
northern Alberta is the reason his 
group, and others, are starting to 
focus on the province. 

“You're looking at a project that 
single-handedly will mean that Cana- 
da can’t meet its international obliga- 
tions under the Kyoto Protocol, which 
really does put the entire international 
process around climate change in’ 
jeopardy,” he explained. “So we're 
here because of the national and 
international significance of the tar 
sands project.” 

While the Athabasca oil sands have 
been in production for longer than 
Greenpeace has existed, Hudema said 
the project has only become an inter- 
national issue recently because the 
price of oil and new technology mean 
that more of the oil sands can now be 
economically developed, causing 
companies to move in at an unprece- 
dented rate. 

“It’s really only in the last few years 
that you've really seen the viability of 
the entire tar sands coming on 
stream,” he said. “You're looking at a 
project that will destroy or disturb 23 
per cent of Alberta directly—so an 
area the size of Florida is basically 
going to be displaced if all the tar 
sands are actually brought on line. 

The impacts from that, especially from 
an environmental point of view, are 
massive. So | think that you're seeing 
more and more groups realizing the 
Scope and severity of what's going on 
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with the tar sands development.” 
According to Hudema, it’s that 
recognition that has recently com- 
pelled not just environmental groups 
but a range of organizations working 


DR. JOSEPH W. KING 
* 45,000 procedures 
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* Performing LASIK in Alberta since 1999. 
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on social issues to get involved. 

In Canada, the Ottawa-based 
Polaris Institute, which has focused 
on globalization issues for over a 
decade, recently launched its own oil 
sands-focused energy campaign, the 
Tar Sands Watch. South of the border, 
everyone from Rainforest Action Net- 
work—who has started campaigns 


targeting the banks that finance oil 
sands development—to Environmen- 
tal Defense and Ralph Nader-founded 
Public Citizen have come to see the, 
fight in Alberta’s north as critical to 
their own campaigns on trade, higher 
emissions standards and developing 
sustainable energy in the United 
States. 


YOUR CLEAR 
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THIS SUDDEN INCREASE in internation- 


al attention, and the support that 
comes with it, is welcome news to 
Alberta's home-grown environmental 
community, which has been trying to 
draw attention to the problem of the 
oil sands for years. 

“I think it’s great,” said Rocky 
Mountain House-based environmen- 
tal activist Martha Kostuch, who has 
worked on environmental issues in 
the province for 30 years. “We need 
all the help we can get.” 

While Kostuch is quick to point out 
that environmental activists in Alberta 
have long had the support of national 
organizations, she’s relieved that 
many are finally starting to take a 
more direct interest in the province 

“Those groups have been partici- 
pating, but it’s good that they're rec- 
ognizing that they need to increase 
their presence in Alberta because our 
probiems keep getting bigger,” she 
said. “They're recognizing that this is 
where the action is.” 

According to Myles Kitagawa, the 
Associate Director of the Toxics 
Watch Society, a group which has 
been active in the province since 1986 
and opened its first oil sands file in 
1995, the national and international 
attention is not only welcome but is 
critical to reigning in the pace of oil 
sands development. 

“The international dimension of it 
‘is so important because we're being 
driven by forces that, really, local 
interveners, local governments just 
can’t respond to if, for example, this 
is all being driven by demand for 
transportation fuels in the United 
States,” he said. “We've just recently 
started to see front page attention 
coming from the United States. I 
think the importance of that is so 
much greater than us being able to 
negotiate mitigation strategies with 
Petro-Canada, let’s say, because the 
work we're able to do within the reg- 
ulatory system in Alberta does noth- 
ing to stem some of the broader-scale 
economic drivers which make this 
development go as crazy as itis.” 

Kitagawa is hopeful the resources 
and reach of groups like Greenpeace 
will complement the work groups like 
his have been doing for years by bring- 
ing the debate to a broader audience. 

“They're going to be-able to inform 
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Japan and India are brothers in arms (and in opposing China) 


DYER STRAIGHT 


gwynne@wueweekly.com 


When you are creating a military alliance 
aimed at a third party, it's always best to 
swear that you are doing no such thing, 
and that you simply share common values 
with your prospective allies. So Japan’s 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, addressing 
the Indian parliament last Wednesday, 
said: “This partnership is an association in 
which we share fundamental values such 
as freedom, democracy and respect for 
basic human rights as well as strategic 
interests.” 

You notice how “strategic interests” 
was just tacked on at the end there. Sort of 
“Oh, yeah, and that too, if anybody cares.” 
That's how the game is played, and Abe 
didn't mention China at all. But by defining 
this new partnership as an association of 


democracies, he neatly excluded China 
from the list of possible members: “By 
Japan and India coming together in this 
way, this ‘broader Asia’ will evolve into an 
immense network spanning the entirety of 
the Pacific Ocean, incorporating the United 
States of America and Australia.” 

But not China. And it is not at all a coin- 
cidence that all the major members of this 
evolving alliance see China as a potential 
military threat. 

In the United States, according to 
recent public opinion polls, more than 50 
per cent of respondents said that they saw 
China as their country’s enemy. That does- 
n't mean it's true, but this is what 
Americans often hear, because like every 
country the United States has a caste of 
military and civilian “analysts” whose 
main function is to come up with plausible 
future threats to justify the existing pat- 
tern of military expenditure. 

Similar cottage ,industries exist in 
Japan and Australia, and one is rapidly 
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emerging in India. Even in China there are 
soldiers and academics making a career 
out of talking up the “American threat,” 
but they are generally ignored and some- 
times simply told to shut up by the 
Chinese regime, which doesn't want to 
add fuel to the flames that are already 
burning overseas. Whereas in the United 
States, Japan, Australia and increasingly 
India, these people have the bit between 
their teeth. 

Shinzo Abe is the most militaristic 
Japanese leader since the Second World 
War, but this grand alliance is not his idea. 
It is an American initiative that was gestat- 
ing even under President Clinton in the late 
1990s, but it really took off after President 
George W Bush came to power in early 
2001. Since Japan and Australia were 
already US allies, the main task was to 
bring India, the emerging Asian giant with 
the potential to rival China, into the same 
alliance structure. That was not an easy 
task, since India had been non-aligned ever 
since its independence in 1947. 

The United States imposed sanctions 
against India in response to its nuclear 
weapons tests in 1998, and US legislation 
banned any trade in nuclear fuel or equip- 
ment with countries (like India) that refused 
to sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation deal. 
It took a huge American diplomatic effort 
abroad and the expenditure of a lot of the 
Bush administration's political credit at 
home to get around those obstacles, but by 
this year the job was done. . 

In 2005 the US agreed to lift the ban on 
US nuclear exports to India, and India 
signed up to a military cooperation agree- 
ment that gives it access to the next gen- 
eration of American weapons and com- 
mits it to joint military exercises with US 
forces. India gets US ballistic missile 
defence, and there are presumably secret 
clauses about cooperation on intelligence 
matters and maybe even on strategic 
planning. Last year, the US Congress obe- 
diently changed the law to give India 
access to American nuclear exports. It 
may not technically be an alliance, but it's 
definitely not just a sewing circle. 


IF YOU NEED PROOF just look at the 


White House's reaction when opponents 
of the alliance in Indian parliament tried to 
kill it. The new US law says that American 
nuclear aid to India will be cut off if the 
Indians test another nuclear weapon. 
Legislators in the Indian parliament who 
dislike the alliance seized on this clause 
as a reason to reject the deal, claiming 
that it infringes Indian sovereignty. 
Washington wants this alliance so 
much it has tied itself in knots to meet the 
objections of Indian politicians. Last 
month President Bush went well beyond 
what the US Congress had authorized, 
offering to help India to set up a nuclear 
fuel repository so it can stockpile uranium 
against any interruption in the American 
supply, and even promising to help India 
to find other sources of nuclear fuel if 
Congress does cut off the supply (presum- 
ably after another Indian nuclear test). 


think Anead 


These are not the actions of an admin- 
istration lukewarm about the alliance with 
India. In fact, India is the keystone of the 
new US strategy in Asia, and Washington 
will do almost anything to keep it in place. 
As for Shinzo Abe's visit to New Delhi, it 
is part of the tidying-up process where 
America’s existing allies in the region also 
expand their direct defence ties with the 
new Indian ally. The Australians have 
been at it too, as have various South-East 
Asian countries. 

These people are not nearly as clever 
as they think they are. If they go on like 
this, they will probably end up with a new 
Cold War in Asia. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are pub- 
lished in 45 countries. His column appears 
regularly in ue Weekly. 
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TEL / saltel@vueweekly.com 

| jet is probably the 

term that comes to mind 

for most Canadians as 
an think of the reality faced by 
the victims of AIDS in Africa, but 
to a group of local grandmothers, 
hopeless is a pretty decent word, 
if only because playing it would 
require using up all of your let- 
ters and would therefore earn 
you an extra 50 points. 

“You never hear of a Scrabble 
fundraiser," admitted Orleen 
Pearson, a spokesperson for the 
for Grandmothers of Alberta for a 
New Generation (GANG), the 
local chapter of Grandmothers to 
Grandmothers, a campaign 
launched by the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation in 2006. The group is 
holding a tournament where its 
members and anyone else inter- 
ested in helping with their cause 
can join a team and collect spon- 
sors who agree to donate money 
to GANG based on how many 
points are earned playing the 
board game, which is apparently 
popular with members of GANG. 

“Pretty well all of the women in 
our group are grandmothers,” 
Pearson said, explaining that the 
AIDS/HIV epidemic in Africa has 


wo! how many points ‘pandemic’ is worth? 
AL SRANDMOTHERS RAISE MONEY FOR THEIR AFRICAN COUNTERPARTS THROUGH SCRABBLE 


left a generation of children with- 
out parents and, in many cases, 
the responsibility of raising these 
children has been left to the grand- 
parents. Pearson and her fellows 
feel a kinship with the women car- 
ing for these orphaned children, 
who not only have to raise their 
grandkids while in their senior 
years, but also have to deal with 
the loss of their own adult children 
at the same time—a burden no 
parent should ever have to carry. 

“We are grandmothers who 
can try and understand what 
those women must be going 
through; we see all the hardship,” 
said Pearson. “Being the sole 
caregivers of all these children 
they are to be applauded as well 
as supported.” 

Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
groups have sprouted up across 
Canada since their first inception 
two years ago, and now have 
about 150 groups peppered across 
the country. “According to the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation,” recit- 
ed Pearson, “an estimated 13 mil- 
lion children have been orphaned 
by AIDS/HIV.” Pearson also said 
that the Steven Lewis Foundation 
expects this number to reach 20 
million within the next three years. 


With well over 63,000 members, AUPE is Alberta's Largest Union. 


THESE GRANDMOTHERS groups 
skim no overhead from their 
fundraising, and the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation uses a mere 10 
per cent of its income for admin- 
istration, leaving 90 per cent of 
the money raised by these 


SUN, SEP (2PM) 
GOOD WORDS FOR 
AFRICA SCRABBLE 
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groups across Canada for the 
African grandmothers on the 
other side of the Atlantic. The 
support that Pearson and others 
provide comes in varied forms. 

"The Stephen Lewis 
Foundation will help these elder- 
ly caregivers start up micro-busi- 
nesses that they can run from 
home to bring in supplemental 
income,” asserted Pearson. “We 
also provide counseling for 
them, because they have suf- 
fered a great loss with the death 
of their children.” 

She lowers her tone mournfully. 


FUNDRAISER 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 11 
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AUPE represents more than 7,500 support staff members at 14 Alberta post-secondary institutions and 3 school districts. 
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Mental illness medications 


CONNIE HOWARD 


= | WELL WELL WELL 


Why do we sneeze at herbal and vita- 
min solutions to what ails us and tend 


not to fear synthetic medicines, even . 


though the latter cause more injuries 
every year by far? - 
The mentally ill die an average of 25 
years earlier than the rest of us, but most 
of us quickly dismiss this disparity as 
something to do with their mental illness 
rather something to do with, say, the” 


The association between 
marijuana use and mental 
illness Is tiny 


medications they are being treated 
with—even though these medications 
are in many cases are known to cause, 
among other things, obesity and diabetes. 
I'm not urging those suffering from men- 
tal illnesses to go off medication that is 
working well, but | am advocating looking 
beyond developing yet another new drug 
to addressing this problem 

And, speaking of drugs and mental 
illness, most reporting on marijuana is 
actively slanted to perpetuate fear 
around that medicine, eagerly reporting 
it has been linked to mental illness. Our 
federal government plans to amplify 
their anti-drug message and emphasize 
that there are no safe amounts or safe 


drugs—except, of course, those that 
are patentable. 

And while it is true that there is some 

-riskeassociated with marijuana use in 


“teens (who are, it is worth mentioning, 


going to be least likely to hear the voice 
of caution), there is more to the story. 
The association between marijuana 
use and mental illness is tiny and one 
that definitely doesn't indicate a cause- 
and-effect relationship. The truth is that 
those more prone to mental illness are 
also more prone to using-marijuana (or 
alcohol, for that matter) to take the edge 


* off symptoms, which alone is enough to 


create a correlation. 

And though self-medication is some- 
thing to watch for, it isn’t even remotely 
true that all users are prone to mental 
illness—there are plenty of depressives 
who'd never, ever, not over their almost- 
dead bodies use marijuana, and plenty 
of regular pot smokers who are anything 
but prone to mental instability. 


THEN THERE IS A surprising German 
study that showed marijuana in fact 
improved a number of cognitive func- 
tions in test subjects including both 
schizophrenic patients and controls. And 
though scientists know that cannabi- 
noids, the family of chemicals to which 
THC belongs, are also produced by the 
body and have been shown to reduce 
skin allergies in the lab, and to protect 
against neurological diseases such as 
multiple sclerosis and Alzheimer’s, they 
are quick to caution us that until tests 
have been repeated on humans we 
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needn't get excited. 

Some already are excited, though, and 
are reporting reduced allergic responses 
that extend even to asthma, claiming THC 
is more effective as a bronchodilator than 
prescription ones—faster, easier to regu- 
late the exact required dose, and without 
the side effects of racing heart, 
headaches or excessive bronchial dilation 
that can happen with prescription ones. 

It's obvious that it’s never ever as 
black and white as those interested in 
prohibition would have us believe. 

And the facts on pharmaceuticals 
meant to address mental illness can be 
disheartening, to put it mildly. The com- 
monly used antidepressant Paxil has 
been found—in studies left unpublished 
prior to approval and marketing—to 
carry a substantial risk of suicide in teens 
and children. These same studies also 
found it no more effective than a placebo 
in treating teen depression. And though 
Paxil and its selective serotonin reuptake 
inhibitor cousins are generally assumed 
to be safe with adult use, they are only 
moderately effective here, too, and actu- 
ally not all that safe, either—not unless 
you call a more-than-six-fold increase in 
suicide safe, which was the result of 
testing the real thing versus a placebo in 
at least one study. 

Finding ourselves in that bleak 
space between the rock and the hard 
place of no great options when we're 
already depressed is probably the last 
thing we need. Oh, for a magic 
wand—or an herbal remedy powerful 
enough to do the trick... w 


and MacEwan. 


for students at University of Alberta 
Valid starting September 1, 2007 


School, work, recreation ... 

Use your U-Pass for unlimited travel on 
regular ETS (including DATS) StAT and 
Strathcona County transit systems. 


ACTIVISM 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 


the opinion of the rest of the world in 
a way that us local groups have not 
been able to do,” he predicted. “And 
because this is an export commodity, 
it’s the opinion of the rest of the 
world that we need to influence.” 


HOW EXACTLY THESE organizations 
will accomplish this lofty goal is still 
being determined, according to 
Hudema's Greenpeace co-worker, 
Geeta Sehgal, who along with Hude- 
ma has been spending a lot of time 
talking to organizations already 
operating in the province to see how 
they can best build on what has 
already been accomplished locally 
through years of organizing. 

Still, Sehgal believes it’s likely 
the province will start seeing some 
novel approaches. “Greenpeace has 


.the resources to do really good 


direct actions that are visible and 
iconic and attention-grabbing and 
make a big difference to the people 
who are causing the problem and 
the people who are deciding 
whether or not to go ahead with the 
projects,” she said. 

Sehgal, an Edmonton native, 
thinks people here are ready for the 
type of actions that Greenpeace and 
groups like it are likely to bring 
despite Alberta’s conservative repu- 
tation. 

“The political climate here is con- 
servative in that people don’t want to 
rock the boat unnecessarily. But now 
it’s necessary,” she argued. “The 
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"problem is'getting to the point where 


it’s necessary to go a little further 
than consultative processes because 
the government is not listening.” 

Kostuch agrees that, even though 
they may be new in Alberta, these 
tactics are a necessity in light of the 
problem. 

"The direct action style we 
haven't seen a lot of, at least not by 
environmental activists,” she 
agreed. “As long as it’s lawful 
action, I think there’s value ina 
whole range of actions—everything 
from adversarial all the way up to a 
collaborative approach. In fact, you 
can't succeed in a cooperative or 
collaborative approach unless you 
have politicians’ attention, indus- 
try’s attention and the public's 
attention. So I think they very much 
complement each other.” 

This emerging cooperation between 
local groups and national and interna- 
tional players gives Kitagawa hope 
that progress on the oil sands will be 
made in the coming years. 

"I expect everything to get kicked 
up a notch,” he said. “I’m not just 
hopeful, I believe that’s going to hap- 
pen. Whether or not we're ultimately 
successful, this is a fight that’s got to 
be fought.” 

While Sehgal hopes her efforts will 
mean she’s out of a job sooner rather 


” than later, she recognizes that it’s 


more likely that the work of Green- 
peace in Alberta will take a while. 
But, she said, now that the organiza- 
tion is here, it's committed to seeing 
the fight through. 

“We'll be here as long as the prob- 
lem’s here.” W 
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FUND RAISER 


“The money sometimes helps to pur- 
chase coffins, which can be costly,” 
Pearson admitted. “The survived can 
give their children a respectful burial.” 

AIDS/HIV has torn apart a region 
of the world that already had enough 
issues to deal with. Treatment for the 
disease is relatively cheap in African 
countries, when compared to access 
to treatment in western countries. 
For an average of $140 per year, an 
HIV infected individual can purchase 
treatment in most African nations 
(comparable to the $10 000 to $15 
000 it costs in the industrialized 
world, where drug companies hold 
the patents to treatments). But this is 
still pretty expensive for those living 
below Africa's average poverty 
threshold of two dollars per day, 
leaving free treatment as the only 
option where it is accessible. 

While most developed nations put 
their funding towards treatment of the 
disease and reduction of its transmis- 
sion, those left behind are often over- 
looked economically. 


PEARSON AND HER Gane of unlikely 


heroines are looking for more 
Scrabble fans to join them at next 
weekend's event. 

“We could still use some players,” 
invited Pearson, “or people wishing to 
contribute can also sponsor a player— 
and, of course, monetary donations 
will not be denied.” Pearson noted 
that if every player in the tournament 
registered thus far could bring in a 


hundred loonies, the grannies would 
raise $20 000. 

“We really don’t know how much to 
expect,” she admitted, “but it would be 
nice to be pleasantly surprised.” 

Pearson wams prospective entrants 
that while there are some avid Scrabble 
players among the ranks of GANG, 
neophytes ought not be disheartened, 
as only team scores will be recorded— 
individual competition is unimportant. 

“There will also be a lot of crafts, 
made by the grandmothers, donated for 
sale,” she added. “We also have some 
authentic African jewelry for sale.” 

Pearson hopes that this fundraiser 
will pull on the heartstrings of people 
who are looking for some way to help 
those affected in Africa, and it aready 
has: GANG had a ton of contributions 
just to get the fundraiser up and running. 

“We had boards donated by various 
individuals, cash was sometimes 
given to purchase the boards, some 
Were even donated in memory of 
loved ones,” Pearson explained. “Wal- 
Mart brought in Deluxe Scrabble 
boards and sold them to us below 
cost; the OLPH lent us their basement 
for the event for free; Sherwood Park, 
Tofield, and Ardrossen Seniors 
Centers lent us their card tables; 
Superstore gave us a gift certificate to 
purchase refreshments for the event 
with and the Centennial Rotary Club 
donated the start-up funds.” 

“We are just Grandmothers reaching 
out in love, to our impoverished African 
sisters, and their grandchildren,” she 
concludes, “to help lighten the burden 
that has resulted from the scourge of 
AIDS/HIV that has taken the lives of 
their adult children.” vw 
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We be BioShock’n y'all 


Issues is @ forum for individuals and organizations 
to comment on current events and broader issues 
‘of importance to the community, Their commentary 
is not necessarily the opinion of the organizations 

they or of Vie Weatiy. 


Don’t be fooled by the deal 
that he got—he’s still he’s 


still Danny from the rock 


RICARDO ACUWA / uaberta.ca/parkland 
Last week we received yet another indi- 
cator of the degree to which Albertans’ 
interests are being wilfully disregarded 
by our government. And it came from a 
rather unlikely source—the Conserva- 
tive premier of an Atlantic province. 

Albertans have been told by the oil 
industry and by their government for 
years that if anything was done to 
improve the deal we are getting on royal- 
ties or taxes, the oil companies would 
simply pack up and leave, leaving Alber- 
ta an economically depressed wasteland. 

Newfoundland and Labrador Premier 
Danny Williams, however, believed oth- 
erwise, and events last week proved 
that he was right. 

The government of Newfoundland 


and Labrador has been working for the 
last few years to move forward on the 
development of the Hebron oil field—an 
off-shore field estimated to contain 
some 700 million barrels of oil 

Negotiations between the Williams 
government and a group of companies 
(which includes Chevron, Exxon-Mobil, 
Petro Canada and Norsk Hydro) for the 
development of the field broke down in 
April 2006 when the oil companies refused 
to accept Premier Williams's demands 

In particular it was Williams's insis- 
tence on an equity stake for his govern- 
ment in the project, a higher royalty rate 
when prices were high and his refusal to 
hand out tax credits and an exemption 
on fuel costs that the companies pointed 
to as they walked from the table 

When Chevron, the lead negotiator for 
the consortium, announced later that 
year that the consortium would be dis- 
solved and there would be no further 
negotiations on Hebron, Williams did 
something that may seem completely 
foreign to those of us in Alberta, and 


which at the time was loudly ridiculed by 
the likes of the Canadian Association of 
Petroleum Producers—he let them go. 


ACTUALLY, HE DID MORE than let them 
go. Williams told the oil companies that 
the oil was not going anywhere, and that 
the people of Newfoundland and Labrador 
were more than willing to wait for its 
development. “They won't wait us out,” 
said Williams at the time. His government 
refused to sign a bad deal just for the 
sake of developing the resource quickly. 
The resource would only be developed in 
a way that would maximize the benefits 
received by the people of the province. 

Williams was banking on the fact 
that, ultimately, these companies would 
rather deal with him than with the 
Venezuelas and Irans of the world, 
places where the terms would be much 
worse and the governments less friendly. 

This June, Williams was proven 
right—the consortium was reformed and 
the companies came back to the bargain- 
ing table. And just last week, Williams 
got what he wanted. The consortium 
signed a letter of understanding in which 
they agreed to Williams's key demands: 
a 30 per cent baseline royalty, an extra 
6.5 per cent in royalties when the price 
of oil is over $50, and a 4.9 per cent equi- 
ty stake in the project for the government 
of Newfoundland and Labrador. 


THE LESSONS ALBERTA CAN learn from 
the Hebron example are many. It is clear, 
for example, that oil companies are not 
extracting our oil as a favour to us. They 
recognize that there is value in our 
resources, and they are willing to pay for 
that value if need be. 

It is also clear that threats to pack up 
and leave and abandon the development 
of resources are often just that— 
threats. When faced with the prospect 
of getting a little less profit than they 
wanted versus the possibility of getting 
no profit at all, the companies will 
choose to take what they can get every 
time. Just ask Danny Williams. 

What is required to take maximum 
advantage of these lessons, however, is 
a government willing to call the oil indus- 
trys bluff and walk away from the table 
if need be. That takes some courage. 

More importantly, it takes conviction 
on the part of the government in the 
belief in long-term public interest over- 
riding the short-term interest of oil com- 
panies. No government in Alberta has 
been willing or able to show that degree 
of conviction since Premier Peter 
Lougheed last raised royalty rates more 
than 30 years ago. Isn’t it time we 
demanded better of our leaders? If 
Canada’s poorest province can risk 
standing up to the oil industry in favour 
of the public interest, certainly the rich- 
est province Can too. v 


2 |INFINITE LIVES 


Here’s a quick tip for any megalomania- 
cal Objectivist billionaire visionaries out 
there who may be looking into the fea- 
sibility of an subaquatic Art Deco 
metropolis dedicated to free-market 
endeavour: don't cheap out on the 
waterproofing. Because the high-explo- 
sive stock of your town’s countless 
unregulated weapon kiosks plus a 
genetically freakified townsfolk driven 
mad by unregulated abuse of over-the- 
counter superpower potions equals 
trouble for lowest-bidder hull plating. 
Where the Invisible Hand wields a rock- 
et launcher, you're going to want to 
spring for quality materials. 

Still, the corridors of BioShock’ city of 
Rapture are in pretty good shape, consid- 


FORMER UV). SECRETARY- 
GENERAL KOFI AUNAN! 


ering they enclose a savage, far-fallen 
society, a post-apocalyptic ecology/econ- 
omy of gross mutants, killer robots, small- 
arms fire and crazy talk. You can see that 
the genius of the marketplace adapted 


quite readily to a situation where all 
remaining consumers are violence-crazed 
living zombies: the couturiers, dental clin- 
ics, tobacconists and perfumeries are gut- 
ted ruins while the guns‘n’ammo vending 
machines and emergency trauma-care 
stations are bright and functional. The 
biomechanically engineered infrastructure 
for harvesting the genetic material from 
dead bodies—Rapture’s most abundant 
resource—is running like squishy clock- 
work. 

Everyone's needs are taken care of, 
which makes me wonder... when were 
all these systems were established? 
When Rapture was at its peak of luxury, 
glory and unfettered enterprise, was 
there really a need for more bazooka dis- 
pensers than newspaper boxes, for cash- 
only medical stations every hundred 
yards or so? From what | gather from the 
debris left over from the city’s last night 
of partying before the shit went down, 
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‘chips, guzzling 
buying new superpowers. The 
black markets was the smug- 
bles and crucifixes—a hanging 
; in grillionaire Andrew Ryan's sec- 
_ ular paradise. Were there once other 
vending machines in the alcoves now 
occupied by El Ammo Bandito franchises? 
Did the Big Daddy/Little Sister tandem of 
indestructible cyborg death machine and 
cruelly mutated preteen gene-scavenger 


serve another purpose before the tunnels, 
foyers and lobbies of Rapture were 
choked with corpses? 


MAYBE I'LL FIND THE answers to these 
and other questions as | shotgun, rocket- 
launch, fireball and electro-blast my way 
deeper into the mystery of Rapture. Cer- 
tainly, that’s what every player in the 
rise and fall of Rapture was hoping for 
when they left all these tape recorders 
around, Not tapes; tape recorders. The 
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consumerist ethic was so strong here 
that these people used a whole new 
machine for every petty memo, Mmisgiv- 
ing, diary entry or death-scream they 
committed to posterity and left in a bath- 
toom stall. Wish | had a bunch of these 
so | could leave a record of my journey 
for future adventurers... 

“{CLICK. WHIRR] —ucking button? Is 
it... Okay. Yeah, so. Another creepy 
tableau, this time some kind of torture 
scene or something. Guess it had some- 


thing to do with all these Bibles. Anyway, 
I've got lots of bullets and grenades right 
Now, so | figure I'll take out the Big Daddy 
that's clomping around out there—string 
up some electro-wires all down the hall- 
way and fry him up good. Hopefully, 1’1l 
Score enough ADAM off his Little Sister 
that | can buy the ‘Boozehound’ mutation 
and put all this fucking Merlot to good 
use... [WHIRR. CLICK)" 

Whatever forces shaped Rapture and 
led to the decadent bloodbath still raging 


in its monumental plazas, | have to thank 
them; fighting through hordes of nearly 
identical zombie freaks just for the oppor- 
tunity to fight another, bigger zombie freak 
is kind of what | do, and this place lets me 
do it in style, with a lot of variety. It’s 
almost as if some of these rooms, even 
entire zones of this undersea megalopolis, 
were designed specifically as arenas for 
interesting, open-ended gun battles. And 
did | mention the handy resurrection 
booths? Truly, a paradise! w 
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Grill of his dreams 


TANIS McLEOD / tanis@vueweekly.com 

t's Friday night, and I’m slouched 
[= a comfortable leather chair in 

the dining room of the Century 
Grill. A disco remix blares from the 
bar and creates thumping energy in 
the room. Across from me sits the 
man responsible for night operations 
in the kitchen: Sous Chef Tony Le. 

With his spiky hair and low-slung 
jeans, Tony embodies the “upper casu- 
al” market attracted to the Grill. He's 
on top of the latest trends in hair, 
fashion and food. He's serious about 
his chosen vocation and works hard, 
but he knows how to relax and how to 


2 | SOUS-CHEFFANG 


play. In fact, he would fit right in with 
the laughing crowd in the other room. 

Tony doesn’t have much of an 
evening social life; he spends his time 
in the kitchen instead. “When you're 
passionate about something, it’s 
worth it,” he says. He's been in the 
business for only six years, but he 
knows this is where he wants to be. 

Tony grew up surrounded by fan- 
tastic cooks. His mother was a great 
influence on him, and he credits her 
with helping him become what he is 
today. Looking back, Tony recalls a 
defining moment in his life: he was 
making package soup and decided to 
add herbs and spice. His mom loved 
the taste he created, and Tony's pas- 
sion for cooking was born. Since then 
he’s been fearless at the stove 

Tony dismissed cooking as a career 
until his uncle gave him a position as 
a prep cook at Sakura. He leveraged 
his experience into a sous chef posi- 
tion at anotti@ilfapanese restaurant, 
then decided to go to school. The culi- 
nary program at NAIT provided him 
with opportunities to experiment with 
exotic foods and learn from teachers 
with industry expertise. “It was a buf- 
fet of knowledge,” he says, “and every 
day was worth getting up at 6 am.” 


HIS DEDICATION LED him straight to 


Chance, another restaurant in the 
Century Hospitality group. (It’s now 


—' 


~~ 


the iiber-trendy Lux Steakhouse and 
Bar.) He did a stint as executive chef 
at Kelowna’s Blush Urban Bistro 
before returning to Edmonton less 
than a year ago. Tony liked the free- 
dom of being executive chef of a 
smaller kitchen, and Kelowna is beau- 
tiful, but he missed the city’s lifestyle, 
along with the security and support of 
the corporate group. 

“Being with a company may mean 
taking smaller steps,” explains Tony. 
“But the company has the knowledge 
that is guaranteed to get you where 
you want to go.” 

He also likes having people around 
him. His philosophy is that he should 
learn everything he can from every- 
one around him and take advantage 
of opportunities for growth within 
the company. One day he might 
decide to show off some of his style 
in his own place; in the meantime, 
though he’s enjoying his chance to 
learn about managing a busy 
kitchen. 

There are also perks to working in 
one of the city's hottest spots. For 
Mark Messier’s retirement party, for 
example, Tony created a sushi bar 
and got to wear an autographed 
Messier hockey jersey, which was 
later auctioned off for charity. Tony's a 
big hockey fan, but he acknowledges 
that the charity needed funds more 
than he needs a Messier jersey hang- 
ing on his wall. 

While Tony and the other chefs at 
the Century Grill take their work seri- 
ously, they also make it fun. We move 
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into the kitchen so Tony can prepare a 
favourite dish. The music is loud in the 
kitchen, too, and the cooks are singing 
along. We talk about the hectic pace of 
a busy kitchen as I watch Tony salt 
and pepper lamb, sautéeing it before 
placing it in the oven to caramelize 
the fat. He likes to keep seasonings 
simple and allow the full flavour of the 
tender meat to speak for itself. 

Moving back and forth between the 
counter and oven, Tony prepares a 
slab of the potatoes au gratin he says 
the Century Grill does particularly 
well. Thinly sliced potatoes are lay- 
ered with a mix of parmesan, goat 
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cheese and cream. He then carefully 
arranges grilled tomatoes, tiny zuc- 
chinis and fresh Taber corn around 
the meat as he reveals how hectic it 
can be to plate 150 dinners a night. 

“| get the greatest rush when all the 
orders have to be plated at once, and 
I'm under pressure,” he declares. “It’s 
a tough pace to keep up, but I say, 
‘Bring it on!’” 

Tony loves every second of it. As 
we sit down to sample the artfully 
arranged vegetables, potatoes and 
lamb, he tells me that even after espe- 
cially stressful days, he looks forward 
to coming back to his job. v 
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JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

t was with some reluctance that we 
| Bax past the Highlevel Diner on 

our way to breakfast. Their fluffy, 
gooey and utterly decadent cinnamon 
buns have been a breakfast tradition 
in my family for many years now. The 
worst part about breakfast there is 
deciding between the amazing buns 
and those hearty muffins with the 
addictively nutty, crunchy topping. 

After one last wistful glance at the 
people eating happily, we forged on. 
Our destination was the Good Earth 
Bakery Café, home of hearty, healthy 
cooking, or as they put it, “simply 
good food.” Promises of “made from 
Scratch” and “baked fresh every day” 
danced in my rumbling stomach as I 
tackled the parking chaos that sur- 
rounds the University. 

University had not yet begun on this 
Wednesday moming, so finding a park- 
ing spot was pleasantly simple, if some- 
what costly. 1 pulled into the Impark lot 
right next to the Café, on the same cor- 
ner as Earl’s and Booster Juice. 

A pleasant little patio was situated 
out front, but we hurried past the 
inviting tables on this nippy August 
morning and pulled open the doors 
into the warmth of the interior. A cozy 
and comfortable atmosphere engulfed 
us. Deep golden and rust walls were 
accented by wooden counters, coffee- 
coloured tiles and images of scrump- 
tious-looking foods. 

The counter and display case beck- 
oned us with its tantalizing treats, but 
my daughter was distracted by the 
inviting armchairs. She plunked her- 
self down and thereby determined our 
dining location. Tables and chairs 
were also available but they just did 
not hold the same allure. A kindly fel- 
low diner offered to save our spot 
while we gave the breakfast offerings 
our full attention. 


ALTHOUGH A FEW hot breakfast items 
are available, the focus is mostly on 
muffins, scones and baked goods. 
Since I have a penchant for anything 
baked, and my daughter follows in my 
footsteps, the hot offerings were 
immediately bypassed. My husband is 
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something of a cinnamon bun fanatic, 
so his choice was predetermined. 

1 went with a spice muffin ($1.95), 
my daughter chose a mixed berry 
scone ($2.75) and my husband picked 
a cinnamon bun ($2.75). A fruit cup 
($5.25) would satisfy my morning fruit 
allotment. Drinks were the obligatory 
skim latte ($4.00) for me, coffee 
($2.10) for my husband and a mixed 
berry smoothie ($5.25) for my daugh- 
ter. 

I was disappointed that their toasted 
seed rolls were unavailable, but was 
informed that they were having prob- 
lems with the sesame seeds it con- 
tained. Knowing that there was a recent 
recall on these due to salmonella, I 
decided I'd rather miss out than.spend a 
week confined in the bathroom. 

My husband and daughter quickly 
absconded with the tray of food, leav- 
ing me to wait for the smoothie and 
latte. I paid the $25.49 and, after a brief 
wait, a creamy concoction with a love- 
ly lilac hue was produced. | decided to 
deliver this to the table and come back 
for the latte. While waiting, I noticed 
that the café was curiously lacking the 
heavenly baking aroma that is always 
so enticing and irresistible. Everything 
always tastes better when accompa- 
nied by tempting smells. 

After a few more trips to fetch my 
latte, then butter and a knife and 
finally a fork, we were somewhat 
organized. Breakfast, finally. 

My daughter had already demolished 
a significant portion of her smoothie: 
always a good sign. She deemed it 
“yummy” and I had to agree. The dis- 
tinct banana creaminess combined 
nicely with the sweetness of the 
berries, all tied together with the under- 
tones of what seemed to be orange. 

Her berry scone looked delightful 
as well. Bursts of vibrant berry were 
surrounded by golden scone, all coat- 
ed with a dusting of sparkling icing 


sugar. It was slightly dry for her 
tastes, but enhanced with the addition 
of a bit of butter. Luckily, she loves to 
share. Although I too found it dry, it 
wasn't overly sweet and the slightly 
tart berries provided a nice contrast. 


HER ATTENTION quickly turned to my 


fruit cup. It was a standard mixture of 
cantaloupe, honeydew, pineapple and 
grapes, but judging by the slurping 
noises coming from her direction she 
thoroughly enjoyed the pineapple. It 
vanished quickly from my cup. Next 
time I would forgo this lackluster 
medley and opt for an invigorating 
smoothie. The mango sounded espe- 
cially tempting. 

The muffin and cinnamon bun fared 
better. My husband munched happily 
away on his cinnamon bun and was 
kind enough to spare me a taste. We 
both agreed that, although heavier 
than many buns due to the whole 
wheat, it was sufficiently gooey and 
cinnamon-y. It disappeared in no time. 

My muffin was not the colossal 
muffin so typical in coffee shops these 
days. About the size of a muffin you 
would bake at home, it was decidedly 
manageable. Dense, studded with flax 
and sesame seeds, and with under- 
tones of soothing cinnamon and gin- 
ger, it was certainly hearty and 
wholesome. The best part was the top. 
Tender and crisp at once, it brought a 
smile to my face as I remembered the 
Seinfeld episode where they sold only 
the tops of muffins. Although the 
result was a bit oily, | appreciated the 
addition of nutritious ingredients that 
are not usually the norm. 

As I sat back and enjoyed my latte— 
creamy but with the coffee bite | 
enjoy—I was satiated but not stuffed. 
With the emphasis on healthier fare, 
Good Earth is a pleasant addition to 
the University scene. In the midst of all 
those starving brain cells, what's not to 
like about a place that is good for you 
and pretty darn tasty at the same time? 

Driving home I felt satisfied. The 
Highlevel Diner will continue to be a 
tasty tradition for us, but Good Earth 
stands out as a healthy and quick 
alternative. v 
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JASON FOSTER / greathead@vuewsekly.com 

For a beer guy, a trip to Belgium is like win- 
ning the lottery. Hundreds of beers, many 
with the most remarkable flavours and aro- 
mas, awaited my taste buds. | could sit ina 
beer café and leisurely pour over a list of 
200 brews in a joyful quest for their multi- 
tude of memorable taste sensations: 

The most rewarding part of “beer 
tourism” is finding those hidden gems 
that declare the true beer glory. Maybe 
it's a beer served perfectly, the satisfac- 
tion of tracking down an elusive regional 
specialty or even just the moment of sit- 
ting and sipping. These are moments 
when my spirits and my palate are lifted 
skyward. In my recent trip to Belgium, | 
had the privilege of experiencing this 
moment of glory a few times. 

| will never forget the moment when | 
finally experienced true Lambic beer. In 
Canada, we receive pale imitations of this 
rare beer style. It can only be brewed in 


the Senne river valley in Belgium because - 


true Lambic is fermented using only its 
wild yeast, which floats freely on the air 
currents. It's more dry and tart than other 
beers, with a puckering finish. Many 
equate its flavours to wine rather than 
beer. Often it's blended with fruit such as 
sour cherries or raspberries to add some 
sweetness, colour and aroma 

While in Brussels, | had the privilege 
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to tour the Cantillon Lambic Brewery and 
chat with its brewer and owner, Jean Van 
Roy. It is the last fully traditional Lambic 
brewer in the world and uses no modern 
industrial methods. This tiny, family- 
owned brewery is on its fourth genera- 
tion, brews very small amounts and takes 
great pride in its methods. 

The brewery remains as it was in 
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1939. After a three-hour boil, the wort 
cools in a shallow copper pan inches 
away from the tiled roof with slats open 
to the Brussels sky—which is how the 
yeast gets in. Van Roy says there are 60 
known wild yeasts that create their amaz- 
ing concoction. After fermentation, it’s 
aged in large oak casks. All of the ingre- 
dients are organic and locally sourced. 


102 Ave. & 100 
426-4RMS. 


Cantillon brews only one recipe. After 
fermentation they blend fruit or batches of 
different ages to create their line-up of 
beers. The end result is close to miracu- 
lous. The Gueuze, a blend of one-, two- 
and three-year-old beers, is sour and citric. 
It has hints of sweetness, but they only 
tease. The beer finishes almost impossibly 
dry. It seems more like wine than beer, yet 
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it's only 5.5 per cent alcohol. 


THE FRUIT BEERS are equally impres- 
sive. My favourite was the Rose de Gam- 
brinus, blended with raspberries. The 
aroma was deep with raspberry and the 
flavour delicate and acidic. Sadly, they 
don't sell in Canada, so | must rely on my 
memory to relive these glorious beers. 

Another spectacular moment came 
from finally tracking down what is one of 
the rarest beers in the world. The monks 
of the Saint Sixtus Abbey in Westvleteren 
brew only when they need money for the 
Abbey. This makes the availability of their 
three beers (a blonde, a dubbel and a Bel- 
gian strong ale) sporadic at best and 
VERY expensive. 

In café after café, my request for their 
beer was met with a shrug of the shoul- 
ders and a polite “we do not have it 
now’—until one evening in Gent at the 
Dulle Griet beer café. They had a few 
bottles left of the Blonde (5.8% alcohol) 
at the staggering price of 13.50 euros 
(about $20 Canadian). | gulped briefly 
and ordered. 

| was not disappointed. It was a murky, 
light yellow beer with a consistent white 
head. The aroma was dusty and earthy, 
with some grassy sweetness as well. The 
flavour was soft and rounded. Some fruit 
held the front with a grainy, wheat-like 
flavour, but was overtaken by gentle bit- 
terness and soft spicing, only to round out 
again at the end. It may be one of the 
best blondes | have ever tasted. 


| HAD OTHER MOMENTS of beer glory 
in Belgium. Trappist beers (the ones 
brewed by monks) are rarely found on 
tap. However, | managed to find two: the 
Westmalle Dubbel and Chimay White. 
Draught changes every beer, but the dif- 
ference in these two was remarkable. 
The Westmalle Dubbel came out with a 
thinner head on top of a hazy reddish- 
brown beer. It begins with a caramel 
malt yumminess, and then the spices of 
pepper and yeast kick in to take over by 
the end. Spice is the highlight of the 
beer—more multi-layered and prickly 
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than the bottled version. 

The Chimay on draught was a big 
step up in quality from its bottled 
brethren. The flavour leans toward 
candy and grain sweetness, with a 
smooth Belgian spicing. It is a delicately 
brewed whopper of a beer (8.0 per cent 
alcohol). My notes call it “dangerous,” 
for the alcohol is almost impossible to 
detect. Two or three of these and you 
wouldn't be able to spell “Chimay.” 

The monks got me again in the guise 
of Orval. Properly cellared and aged, 
Orval is a one-of-a-kind beer reputed for 
its increasing complexity as it ages. 
However, it is sensitive to shipping and 
improper handling, and so rarely is in top 
form in Canada. One afternoon in a 
tucked-away little beer café, | found a 
bottle of properly cellared Orval. 

The two-year-old beer was a hazy, 
deep orange with a rocky white head and 
ample lacing down the glass. The flavour 
was complex: malty upfront, earthy and 
musty in the middle, with a lingering bit- 
terness. There is a secondary layer of 
peppery spice and some light fruit as 
well. Now | understand what they say 
about this beer and its potential. 

One final beer glory was again from 
a beer that can only be made in the 
countryside of Belgium. Flanders Red 
Ale is a rare, reddish-brown style of 
beer built with an intentional souring 
(often from aging in wood casks). 
What may be the best version of this 
style is Rodenbach Grand Cru. Its cher- 
ry-red colour is glorious even before 
the first sip. It offers a cascade of 
acidic, sour, caramel, fruit and citrus 
flavour, while some earthy notes linger 
in the background. Its finish is dry, 
almost puckering. The uniqueness of 
this beer comes from its blend of fruity 
and acidic qualities. It is another brew 
more like wine than beer and a true, 
fare classic. 

There are few moments in life when 
we can say we have experienced the 
very best of something. | have had the 
joy of being able to say it more than once 
during my recent trip to Belgium. w 
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SLOW FOOD GOES HOG WILD 

No foodie worth their fork would miss 
Slow Food’s 3rd annual Wild Boar and 
Beer BBQ on Sunday, September 16 from 
1 to 4pm at Alley Kat Brewery (9929 60th 
Avenue). Tickets for this year's BBO, a 
lavish repast of locally grown organic 
foods and award-winning microbrewed 
beer, are now on sale. The last two com- 
pletely sold out! 

With an accent on regionally-pro- 
duced food and drink, including a wild 
boar prepared by Mayerthorpe’s Hog 
Wild Specialties, the event will include 
tours of Alley Kat's brewery and live 
music by local musicians Terry Morrison 
and John Gorham. Slow Food is dedicat- 
ed to the revival of the kitchen and the 
table as centres of pleasure, culture and 
community and to living a slower and 
more harmonious rhythm of life. 

Tickets are $40 per person; tickets for 
youth 10 and under are $10. Buy online at 
www.slowfoodedmonton.ca or visit Alley 
Kat Brewery. 


QUICK - SPARKLING WINE TASTING 
Cool off with deVine’s annual sparkling 
wine tasting. Most bubblies seem to be 
consumed later in the fall and winter, but 
they like bubbles anytime! Try Spanish 
Cavas, Italian Proseccos, Canadian 
Sparklers and of course the famous ones 
from Champagne and Cremant d’Alsace. 
There will be a frizzante surprise or two 
in store this Thursday, August 30 at 7pm. 
Tickets are $40: call 421.9463 or visit 
devinewines.ca. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some substantiated 
gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. 
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Finally, a real reason to call Edmonton a world-class city 
HOW THE U OF A'S PRINTMAKING PROGRAM HELPED TURN EDMONTON INTO A LEADER IN THE ART FORM 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista @vueweekly.com 
rintmaking requires discipline, 
struggle, a certain kind of 
‘mind organization'—there are 

neat printmakers and messy printmak- 

ers, but I mean a kind of rigour in 
thinking, the ability to think through 
complex major projects and have some 
kind of impact. It also requires a strong 
ability to dream. People here believe it's 
the medium of the day and of the 
future,” Liz Ingram declares, “There's 
not that beliefin other schools.” 
Ingram believed in the school—the 

University of Alberta's studio arts pro- 

gram—before she fell for the medium. 

In the early 1970s, the school lured 

her from Toronto’s York University. 
Once in Edmonton, she was drawn 
into Walter Jule and Lyndal Osborne's 
fledgling Printmaking program. 
“There was a ton of enthusiasm 
and energy in the early '70s," Ingram 
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DAVIO BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
Sitting lithely in nondescript office chair, 
a multi-coloured, striped sweater shield- 
ing him from the unseasonably brisk air 
that his expansive, cluttered south-side 
workshop does little to ameliorate, Evan 
Carleton looks an unlikely artist. Truth 
be told, when you ask him if he consid- 
ers himself one, he’s nonchalantly brief, 
as if the thought never crossed his mind. 
“Mostly |'m just inking other people's 
designs,” he explains with a thoughtful 
casualness. “I've started to do some of 
my own design work, but really you could 
train any monkey to do silkscreening.” 
There’s a slight truth to Carleton’s 
blasé exterior—silkscreening is, as any 
junior high industrial arts teacher will 
tell you, a fairly straightforward 
process—but he’s stil! selling himself 
short. Though he began screenprinting 
as an extension of his record label, 
Reluctant Recordings, a combination of 
talent and a willingness to work with 
most anyone who came along has 
turned it into quite the monster. He still 
prints his fair share of band t-shirts and 
records, but his repertoire has also 
expanded to include gig posters, a smat- 
tering of corporate work, and art prints 
for folks like Edmonton's Raymond 
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recalls. “This was seen as a place 
where you could be a bit of a pioneer, 
with all this energy and drive, and not 
all the barriers you'd find elsewhere.” 
Edmonton had a small but active 
community of artists across disci- 
plines—painting, drawing, sculpture 
multimedia, conceptual and perform- 
ance, as well as printmakers. It was 
also a time of plenty for the U of A, 
with development dollars flowing in. 
“Tt just seemed like it was the place 
to be,” suggests Jule, who retired from 


Biesinger and Vancouver's Sean Maxie. 

“It all happened pretty naturally,” Car~ 
leton says of his diverse work. “One band 
heard | made shirts for another band and 
asked me to do one for them, or someone 
heard | did a record cover and asked for 
that, and eventually | got better equip- 
ment and started doing it more and more, 
and it just sort of took over my life.” 

Carleton attributes his popularity to 
the inherent advantages of screenprint- 
ing—both practical and artistic—partic- 
ularly for the types of local, fairly DIY 
clients he works with the most. 

“Just on a purely practical level, it's 
way cheaper to do a run of a few hun- 
dred records or t-shirts or whatever 
like this, than to take them to a digital 
printer, especially if you're not neces- 
sarily sure you're going to sell the 
whole run,” Carleton explains with a 
shrug and a smile. “But, | mean, there's 
also a style to it that people really 
seem to like: it's not perfect, and it can 
get a little rough around the edges, 
which | think makes it more authentic, 
and people like that. 

“For instance, these days, with digital 
music and all that kind of stuff, you:sort of 
want to give people a reason to pick up a 
record, and screening it gives it a sort of 
hand-made quality that people sort of 
relate to,” Carleton continues. “And all 
you really need to do this stuff is the right 
equipment and some patience.” w 


18 3 \UeWEEKLY NG 30 -SEPT 5, 2007 


LEANNE KOZIAK 


the university in 2005. "If you talk to 
people from the Drama department or 
the English department from my gen- 
eration, they say the same kind of 
thing. There was nothing here but 
hope, but it seemed like something 
was going to develop here ... for a lot 
of us, the possibility of having a cul- 
ture in this kind of place that didn’t 
really have one was exciting.” 

“It was real vision on their part,” 
insists Ingram, whose career was 
ignited by Osborne and Jule's desire to 
transform Edmonton into an interna- 
tionally acknowledged centre for 
printmaking. Ingram became one of 
the first printmaking grad students 
and stayed on after her MFA to teach. 
She’s been with the program for 
roughly 30 years, seeing her mentors 
retire and finding herself in the curi- 
ous position of becoming the elder 
stateswoman for the program. 


IN A TURN OF EVENTS worthy of a 
quirky movie premise, one of Ingram’s 
old students joined the faculty. Sean 
Caulfield completed his undergraduate 
and MFA studies at the U of A and left 
the country to pursue his career. When 
Osborne stepped down in 2002, Jule 
and Ingram discussed their fantasy 
candidate. Their former student, they 
realized, had everything they wanted 
in an instructor and colleague. 

“I've been at schools in the US and 
they’re different than this program,” 
he asserts. “Some schools are techni- 
cal, some are solely concept. Here, 
there's a balance of both—concept 
and technique become one. The pro- 
gram teaches how to do and how to 
think about how to do.” 

A star product of that environment, 
Caulfield was an ideal conduit for its 
continuity. “I want to build on our 
history while carrying the program 
forward.” 

Ingram cringes when she describes 
the paperwork it took to get 
Caulfield’s governmentally funded 
position—he held the first Canada 
Research Chair created for any fine 
art field, a coup for both university 
and candidate—but admits it was a 
rewarding process. “We had to get 
recommendations, and there were a 
lot of people who were international, 
established names who wrote really 
positive letters.” 

The program is known worldwide 
for producing high-quality artists 
(Ingram points to five graduates are in 
the current Alberta Biennial and mul- 
timedia art star Janet Cardiff, who rep- 
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resented Canada at the Venice Bienni- 


al) and work, which attracts students, 
artists and instructors motivated and 
passionate about their medium, gen- 
erating a positive feedback loop. 
Instructors, technicians, and support 
staff are active in the printmaking 
community, developing new bodies of 
work and engaging with the broader 
print community in Edmonton. 

“The school was started on a col- 
laborative model that emphasized 
technician as well as instructor,” 
Ingram notes. “We have amazing 
techs, Mark Seigner and Steve Dick- 
son, who’ve been with us for years 
and are fantastic printmakers in their 
own rights.” 

They have areas of technique spe- 
cialization, adding to the ambient 
knowledge in the program, and partici- 
pate outside the academic arena— 
Seigner founded SNAP with former 
Printmaking technician Robin Peck. 

International students and visiting 
artists travel thousands of miles to 
study with a particular instructor 
whose printwork they admire. Current 
visiting artist Osamu Matsuda 
encountered Jule’s prints through his 
professor in Japan, who studied under 
Jule at the U of A. Graduating MFA 
student Monika Niwelinska came 
from Poland after meeting Ingram at a 
conference. (Both are currently show- 
ing bodies of work developed and cre- 
ated here at the FAB Gallery). 
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THE PARTICIPATION OF the faculty in 


the international printmaking scene— 
hosting here and visiting abroad—has 
been essential in positioning the 
school as a legitimate voice within the 
discipline. 

"Because of geographic isolation, 
we realized we couldn't draw from too 
many sources around here, so to over- 
come that, we really had to look out- 
side,” Jule recollects. “Way back in the 
mid-'70s we were inviting internation- 
al artists to come in, and not just give a 
lecture, but to actually stay here and 
work for six months or something— 
we've almost always had at least one 
or two international artists working in 
the context of printmaking in this city 
at any given time.” 

Instructors, technicians and most 
visiting artists and MFA students have 
printworks in the Print Study Centre 
(www.museums.ualberta.ca) along- 
side pieces from Goya, Rembrandt, 
Diirer and Frank Stella. The Centre, a 
spacious, comfortable, well-lit room 
in the Fine Arts Building, is one of 35 
museum collections on campus 
(‘archeology to zoology” quips Muse- 
um and Collections’ Jennifer Pascoe). 

Jim Corrigan is Curator of the uni- 
versity’s Art & Artifact Collection and 
oversaw the creation of the Print 
Study Centre in 1996, although prints 
were being collected by the U of A as 


—__aa 


Citadel Theatre 
9828 101A ovens toom A&B 


far back as the 1920s. 

“Walter Jule] helped with the 
design. The collection was growing 
and there was a need for better 
access,” Corrigan relates. “We 
hoped to come up with a space con- 
ducive for study and we've done 
that, I think.” 

He pulls some prints out of the 
drawers. “We're probably one of the 
stronger ones in Canada. We've got- 
ten a lot of new work since the Cen- 
tre was established. Right now in 
here we have...” Corrigan gropes for 
a number, which a genial tech pro- 
vides off the top of his head: “2782.” 
Corrigan laughs and nods. 


THE COLLECTION’S FOCUS is on “inter- 
national contemporary works and 
historical and contemporary Japan- 
ese, and we have good examples of 
main movements, Jike German 
expressionists,” says Corrigan as he 
flips through a box and finds William 
Blake, Jaques Callot, and several con- 
temporary artists, some who donated 
pieces to the collection as MFA stu- 
_ dents or guests of the university. 

“An instructor will select works in 
advance, and when they bring the 
class, we'll have them on the view- 
ing wall,” Corrigan continues. “Or 
maybe a student will request time 


with one for study. It’s very close 
personal contact with this art, not 
behind glass, taken out of their 
boxes, right in front of them.” 

Public outreach programs make 
the collection and other Centre 
Tesources—access to online databas- 
es and archives, archived exhibition 
catalogues, and samples of printmak- 
ing tools like a set of Walter Phillips’ 
woodblocks—available to the com- 
munity and schools. 

It’s easy to fall under the spell of 
the medium, surrounded by its rich 
history and eloquence of its modern 
iterations in the intimate environs of 
the Print Study Centre. 

“We're all pushing boundaries,” 
acknowledges Ingram. “When print- 
makers see a new reproduction tech- 
nology, it gets added. You know, I 
always feel the history when I’m 
teaching. When a student is working 
with litho stones in a process that 
dates back to 1798, with recent digital 
output, with woodblock—they’re get- 
ting a physical experience of history. 
We teach all our students all our 
media and all printmaking tech- 
niques. They end up with this broad 
vocabulary, and they can express an 
idea through whatever technique or 
combination of techniques that they 
need for that idea.” w 


Keeping up our international reputation is a SNAP 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweskly.com 
1 here’s so much going on 
here,” Katherine Thompson, 
executive director of the 
Society of Northern Alberta Print 
Artists, says as she motions towards 
the vast expanses of their 97 St 
gallery. Although human activity in 
the room is limited to our small dis- 
cussion and the scattered sounds of 
someone tinkering away in the back, 
she's nevertheless exactly right: even 

when empty, SNAP is full. 

Along the outer wall of their central 
office, for instance, Michelle Lavoie’s 
show In The Gathering Light sits unob- 
trusively, the chaotic, exploding 
images breadcrumbing their way 
towards the main gallery, currently 
showing Marilee Salvator’s childhood 
nostalgia pieces Ring Around the Rosie. 
Tucked behind the main gallery, tables 
strewn with the instruments and 
ephemera of printmaking—discarded 
plates, rolls of paper, squares of 
garbage bag plastic and a jumble of 
tulers, knives and etching tools—dou- 
ble as both desks and workspaces, 
while along the outer edges of the 
gallery, the heavy duty machinery 
anchors itself into the concrete floor, a 
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sturdy physical reminder of what the 
whole gallery is here for. 

“Not only do we have the two 
gallery spaces, we do workshops in 
the back, we have the production 
centre, everything,” Thompson con- 
tinues with palpable excitement. 
“Everything you need: to be a print 
artist is here. You can come in and 
learn how to do it, come back and 
make it, and then see your work on 


the walls. To me, that’s just amazing.” 


THOUGH THOMPSON may perhaps be 
a bit biased, she’s hardly the only 
one who appreciates what a place 
like SNAP does for Edmonton’s com- 
munity of print artists. Walter Jule, a 
professor emeritus at the U of A and 
member-at-large of SNAP, is in many 
ways the grandfather of Edmonton’s 
printmaking scene, a man whose 
effortless eloquence and spry, subtle 
charm has no doubt convinced 
dozens of eager young art students 
to follow in his footsteps. According 
to him though, if it wasn’t for SNAP, 
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Edmonton would be little more than 
a stepping stone for artists going on 
to great things. 

“Printmaking is expensive, and 
awfully hard to do on your own. It’s a 
bit like particle acceleration: no one 
really does it when they go home,” 
Jule says with a wry smile. “Painters 
can work in the same studio for six 
months and not realize it, but print- 
makers are more social, there’s more 
collaborative work by its very nature, 
and to have a place where they can 
come do that, are encouraged to do 
that, is huge. If we didn’t have a 
space like this, the school would 
essentially be a dead end.” 

That’s a fact Andrea Pinheiro is 
well aware of. An MFA student at the 
U of A set to graduate this year, she 
also serves as SNAP’s Programming 
Chair, she appreciates not only what 
SNAP does on a practical level, but 
what it means for keeping a commu- 
nity together. 

“Having a place like this is the only 
way that working after school is real- 
ly possible,” Pinheiro, who moved 
from Ontario for Edmonton’s print- 
making scene, explains. “But it’s not 
just equipment—it means you work 
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in a kind of communal environment, 
and that brings together ideas, and 
establishes camaraderie, and helps 
you work with other people, and 
keeps you tied to the community.” 

That kind of bond, says Jule, is 
crucial not only to maintaining the 
scene, but continuing to attract the 
kinds of international artists who 
have helped get it to where it is 

“I’m not ragging on Edmonton, 
but it’s not Paris, it’s not New York, 
so it must be the spirit that attracts 
people here,” he says. “We have peo- 
ple who are independent, people 
who are open to new ideas, people 
who are interested in sharing and 
creating, and that’s the kind of envi- 
ronment artists want to work in.” 

Thompson stresses how impor- 
tant maintaining that environment 
is, not just for the printmaking com- 
munity, or even the art community, 
but for Edmonton as a whole. 

"This is something that we hope 
keeps artists in Edmonton,” she 
explains succinctly. “That will only 
enrich our cultural environment, and 
keep us from being just city with an oil 
boom; it will help turn us into a place 
with a rich cultural environment.” v 
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guide to 
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INTAGLIO 


Here, a printmaker takes a metal plate (usu- 
ally made of copper or zinc) and creates 
lines across the plate, generally either with 
fairly sharp tools or some form of acid 
depending on the specific technique and 
types of plate being used. The plate is then 
inked and pulled through a press under fair- 
ly high pressure, forcing a damp piece of 
Paper underneath into the grooves. The 
Paper, made more supple by the dampening 
process, picks the ink up into its fibres, sim- 
ilar to a tatoo, and recreates the image 


LITHOGRAPHY 

Greasy ink or a grease crayon is used to 
mark a plate, historically made of limestone 
but occasionally and more practically made 
of zinc or aluminum these days. The stone is 
then washed with acid, leaving the greased 
lines, but making the stone more porous 
and thus more willing to attract water. The 
stone is wet, and then ink is applied, stick- 
ing to the greased areas and being repelled 
by the water on the rest. Finally, a sheet of 
paper is stuck to the inked surface and 
pulled through a lithographic press, in a 
process similar to intaglio, producing a mir- 
ror image of the stone 


RELIEF 


Among the oldest of the printmaking 
processes, a relief is the easiest to explain 
and no doubt one of the hardest to pull off 
Essentially, the artist takes a wood block 
and cuts off or engraves part of the surface, 
leaving undisturbed the image he or she 
wishes to have appear. When the block is 
inked, only the flat, raised areas will appear 
on the printed page—very similar to a 
stamp dabbed lightly onto an ink plate and 
then pounded onto a piece of paper. 


SCREENPRINTING 

The printing process you are probably most 
familiar with (and more commonly known 
as silkscreening), Screenprinting was what 
Andy Warhol used to create his iconic 
images of Marilyn Monroe, among others 
Basically, a fine mesh (or screen) is pulled 
over a wooden frame; a stencil is then 
applied, using a variety of methods, keeping 
ink off the paper. A rubber squeegee is used 
to push the ink through the screen, creating 
the printed image. It's a common practice 
for making everything from t-shirts to 
murals, and probably the ‘only technique 
you'd be able to get away with in your base- 
ment, depending on your resources and the 
amount of time you're willing to devote. w 
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_ Stanley lacks satirical bite, 
but still makes its point 


JAY SMITH / jay@vueweekly.com 
ward the end of Todd Babiak's 
latest novel, The Book of Stan- 
ley, the media attention on 
Stanley Moss, a retired florist dying of 
lung cancer who suddenly became 
potent with God-like powers, mounts. 
From his spiritual centre in Banff, Stan- 
ley has something of a cult following 
him.around—a nice cult, mind you, but 
a cult nonetheless—and more than a 
few people want to make a buck off of 
him. Moreover, legions of the curious 
have made the trek to Banff, as have a 
few protesters apparently upset that a 
Muslim-born woman has become a 

follower of Stan. 

Like Stanley himself, The Book Of 
Stanley will likely find its greatest 
strength in the ability to draw a 
crowd. For Babiak, the well-known 
culture columnist for the Edmonton 
Journal, this is his second novel in as 
many years appearing in serial form 
in the newspaper and subsequently 
published by McClelland & Stewart. 
This is major built-in publicity. In 
other words, Babiak is living the 
dream of many a struggling novelist. 

And The Book of Stanley is guaran- 
teed to be popular. Though The Gar- 
neau Block wasn't quite destined to be 
classic literature, it nonetheless gar- 
nered effusively quotable praise from 
some fairly reputable CanLit critics, 
and it was—as the dust jacket of this 
new novel reminds us—a “#1 best 
seller’ in Edmonton. 

The Book of Stanley also has some- 
thing else going for it: it's actually 
pretty good. 


FOR THE M&S PUBLICATION of the 


book, Babiak—whom this reviewer 
admits she befriended at this year’s 
Fringe, thus making reviewing him all 
the more uncomfortable of an exer- 
cise—says he flat-out rewrote the 
newspaper serial. 

And it shows. The style is 
smoother, the pace is finessed, there 
are fewer characters about whom we 
are able to care more and the plot 
doesn't haphazardly veer to new sce- 
narios with the termination of a chap- 
ter. (We do, however, meet our last 
central character on page 70.) 

All this serial-novel writing has 
also made Babiak one economical 
writer: in the first chapter, we meet 
Stanley and his wife Frieda, we hear 
about their son Charles and we learn 
Stanley is dying of lung cancer. This 
could-be glut of information, 
crammed into five pages, is evenly 
paced: at chapter's end, I was sur- 
prised to find that | actually care 
about Stanley and his predicament. 
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Moreover, the book made me 
laugh out loud a good handful of 
times. Not bad at all, since readers 
constitute the toughest comedic 
crowd. (It’s something about breaking 
silence, no doubt.) 

Because this is an alternative 
weekly between your fingertips, how- 
ever, the quibbles must find a voice. 
Namely: put into the greater context 
of the tradition of social satire, The 
Book of Stanley is pretty light stuff. 

To be fair, today’s media climate 
doesn’t exactly permit the Journal to 
publish the sort of truly brilliant satire 
that put Jonathan Swift into universi- 
ty textbooks. (Irish babies for break- 
fast, anyone?) Even the flirtation with 
Life of Brian-like uproar is probably 
not desirable. 

So there is a thin margin of socially 
acceptable needling: in The Book of 
Stanley, it’s something to do with the 
commercialization of spirituality in 
contemporary society, something to do 
with the blindness of the resulting faith. 
Hockey—though a more robust object 
of satire cannot be found in Canadian 
society—takes the gentlest of hits. 

So when Tanya, then the vice presi- 
dent of marketing and development 
for an entertainment and lifestyle 
brand; is driving her Hummer through 
Toronto traffic and a giant slab of con- 
crete falls from the sky, nearly killing 
her, we laugh. Even though the con- 
crete was accidentally dropped from a 
construction site crane, it’s still a nice 
injection of biblical-style miracles into 


Tanya’s entirely godless internal land- 
scape. But Mammon is an easy target. 


STANLEY AS DEITY for the 21st century 


is a less straightforward satirical con- 
struction. He seems curiously short of 


. God-like behaviour: the man does 


magic tricks, levitating, reading minds 
and, in one curiously out-of-character 
episode, tears some potential attack- 
ers limb from limb, then steals their 
ability to speak. Very Old Testament. 

Meanwhile, Stanley's greatest 
insight into how to live consists of 
only the Zen-like pleasure of loving 
his work as a florist and of loving his 
wife. Narcissistically, he wishes that 
everyone else would be permitted 
exactly these pleasures. It’s not exact- 
ly plausible stuff to start a movement 
about, which is the point. His magical 
powers are enough to draw a crowd. 
But even in the realm of satire, it’s not 
completely plausible. 

But that’s okay, since the underly- 
ing moral of The Book of Stanley is, 
from the start, obviously the middle- 
class virtue of fostering a loving fami- 
ly. Again, this is pretty safe stuff, 
destined for mass appeal. 

The rest of Babiak ~ material isn’t 
exactly adventurous, . ‘cher: many a 
project has followed th : trajectory of a 
normal (or below-a\ tage) individual 
suddenly endowed with special powers, 
like Flowers for Algernon, those myriad 
superhero narratives or even the afore- 
mentioned Life of Brian, more or less. 

Babiak’s version distinguishes itself 
by dropping local place names, which 
will make Edmontonian and Albertan 
readers feel good about reading The 
Book of Stanley. And, ultimately, it’s 
hard to complain about a work that so 
succeeds at what it set out to do. w 


~ | TELUS AUTHORIZED 
)DEALERS 

|___EDMONTON 
Adbotisfield Mail 

Bonnie Doon Mail 


Capilano Mail 


City Centre Malt 


| 


| Kingsway Garden Mz! 


| Drayton Valley 


Sign up for TELUS High Speed Enhanced Internet on a Te 
3 year service agreement and get: 


4 mw FREE Lenovo” 83000 desktop" 


m FREE wireless gateway’ ($149.95 retail value) f 200 1. Aber 
wm TELUS eProtect 


St. Albert 


= TELUS 


the future is friendly’ spruce Grove 
Call 310-4NET or visit telus.com/freecomputer or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 


30 ite Re 
*Offer available while quantities last until September 30, 007, to cients wha Have not subscribed to TELUS High Speed Intent services in the pst 90 days. and must be redeemed via the telus conv/gift Web site by October 31, 2007. MSRP as of May 2007'g S878 and is subject 1 
Lenovo desktop for the Lenovo 3000 J115 without notice. A cancellation fee of $480 applies to earty termination of the service agreement with promational gift. Minimum system requirements apply, Final eligibility for the services will be 


| Maximum Mobility 


TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under license. Lenovo and the Lenovo logo are trademarks of Lenovo. © 2007 TELUS. 


detagaiyes by a TELUS representative at the point ¢ 
a 


AUG 30 - SEPT 5, 2007 


2. M.LA-Kala (x) 


3. The Traveling Wiburys—Collection (hint) = 


4. Various - The Gift A Tribute To lan Tyson (stony plain) < 
5. New Pomographers — Challengers (last gang) 

6. St Vincent - Marry Me (beggars) 5 

7. Shuyler Jansen- —Theigieraencies Giese lien!.” 

8. Brett Dennen - So Much More (dualtone) 

9. Tegan & Sara- The Con (maple) 

10. Spoon - GaGaGaGaGa (merge) 

11.Wilco - Sky Blue Sky (nonesuch) 
12.Interpo! - Our Love To Admire (capitol) 

13. Yeah Yeah Yeahs -ls Is (dress up) 

14.Feist - The Reminder (arts & crafts) 
15.Caribou — Andorra (merge) 

16.Joan Armatrading — Into The Blues (429) 

17. As | Lay Dying - An Ocean Between Us (metal blade) 
18. Municipal Waste - The Art Of Parting (earache) 

19, Josh Ritter The Historical Conquests Of (sony/omg) 
20.Rocky Votolato - The Brag And Cuss (barsuk) 
21.The National - Boxer (4ad) 


22. Emily Haines & The Soft Skeletons - What Is Free To A Good Home (last gang) 


23. Peter Case - Let Us Now Praise Sleepy John (yep roc) 
24. Pride Tiger - The Lucky Ones (emi) 

25.Nile — Ithyphallic (nuclear blast) 

26. Blitzen Trapper- Wild Mountain Nation (lidkercow) 
27.Common — Finding Forever (Geffen) 

28.Mark Olson — The Salvation Blues (universal) 

29. Mavis Staples - We'll Never Turn Back (anti) 

30. Short Sharp Shock - S/T (earache) 
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Milan Kundera takes a peek behind 
The Curtain’ Of ov our artistic mem ory 


MILAN 
KUNDERA 
The Curtain 
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"The perpetual activity of forgetting gives 
our every act a ghostly, unreal, hazy quali- 
ty,” writes Milan Kundera in his most 
recent work The Curtain: An Essay in 
Seven Parts (Harper Collins, $28.95). For 
the purposes of Kundera’s train of 
thought, forgetting is an activity that 
doesn't simply afflict our experience of 
art; it isn’t merely a flaw in our cognitive 
abilities to be lamented, either. Rather, 
forgetting is an essential part of our 
experience of art. The idiosyncrasies of 
memory’s process should always be 
accounted for when we think about what 
we read, hear and view. 

Regarding various artistic disciplines, 
Kundera proposes some as inherently 
more memorable than others. “Lyric 
poetry is a fortress of memory,” he 
observes. “The novel, on the other hand, 
is a very poorly fortified castle.” As the 
title suggests, The Curtain is not to be 
taken as a novel but as an essay. How- 
ever, the contribution to the history of 
the novel that Kundera will likely be best 
remembered for is precisely his distinc- 
tive merging of essay and novel, an inno- 
vation perfectly evident in his most 
famous work, 1984's The Unbearable 
Lightness of Being. While the content 
between a Kundera novel and a Kundera 
essay diverges, obviously, with the inter- 
jection of fictional narratives, the tone or 
voice found in all these books feel virtu- 
ally, seamlessly of a piece. 

I'm thinking about this because | first 
read The Curtain several months ago and, 
to my initial embarrassment, when a 
friend asked me what it was about, | 
found myself at a Joss. | remembered 


AN ESSAY PN DEVE 


adh: tree TBs 


moments, anecdotes, declarations and 
references within the book with great 
clarity, and | remembered with equal clar- 
ity how much | enjoyed it—what | was 
incapable of doing was summing it up. 
This strikes me as interesting: in his 1990 
novel /mmortality—if memory serves— 
Kundera expresses, in the body of the 
novel, a desire to craft his novel in such a 
way that it will be totally inadaptable into 
other forms (ie a movie): could the unspo- 
ken purpose of The Curtain be to craft an 
essay that's totally unsummarizable? 


PARTS: 


HOW DO YOU SUMMARIZE a great con- 
versation, one characterized by a sublime 
flow and a sense of inexplicable order? 
Kundera’s prose resembles just that sort 
of conversation. There isn't a single idea 
discussed in The Curtain that doesn't flow 
naturally from the previous ideas, yet it's 
hardly as though the essay ends with a 
thesis that clearly resolves all of the 
ideas and questions raised beforehand. | 
just read it again, and if asked again to 
explain it in a single sentence, I’m still 
going to throw my hands in the air. 


007 Fringe lacked Goldfinger’s touch 


EVA MARIE CLARKE / evamarie@vueweekly.com 

Il omens pointed to a license 
A: kill: trepidation over a new 

ticket system that eradicated 
door sales, collapsing networks, the 
moving the artists’ beer tent and the 
steady drip, drip of rain under a lead- 
en sky. Edmonton actors and audi- 
ences, though, will Fringe another 
day: according to the latest bumpf 
from Fringe officials, this year’s festi- 
val was only marginally less immedi- 
ately successful than the Jast. 

Ticket sales were down by almost 
3000 from last year’s 77 000, though 
the average artist payout was $5100— 
the highest on the Canadian Fringe 
circuit—and many shows sold out. The 
sag is probably due to the lack of an 
extra venue: there were only 12 ven- 
ues this year, down from 13 last year. 

Those are the stats, but the Fringe 
about more than dollars, cents, and 
bums in seats. 

“It's ironic,” says John Huston, who 
brought Underneath the Lintel from 
Saskatoon. “I was one of four Journal 
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five-star shows, it was my most suc- 
cessfyl festival in 14 years, and I love 
the Fringe, but they broke my heart 
this year. We were made to feel that 
the artists are an adjunct to what they 
think they’re doing.” 

Huston is all for the online sales, 
and has no problem with the Fringe 
lifting an extra $2 on each sale, but he 
wishes festival honchos would admit 
not everything was perfect. 

“After 12 years of that neanderthal 
Klein, they need the money,” says 
Huston. “But it was an experiment, 
just like Fringe plays are supposed to 
be: they don't always work, but you 
try anyway and admit that things 
neéd tweaking.” 


RIBBITREPUBLIC’S Bob Rasko, who 
starred in the mega-hit WATER, is on the 
same page. Though he was happy to sell 
out early—comparing the situation to 


something like Folk Fest—he wishes 
that Fringe organizers would admit to 
problems with the new system, adding 
that he feels that new Fringe staff were 
scapegoated and forced to take more 
than their share of complaints. Rasko's 
biggest issue, however, is with the mov- 
ing of the artist’s beer tent: once a scene 
of artistic summits, the tent was relegat- 
ed to the northernmost reaches of the 
grounds, with mixed results. 

“Ribbit doesn’t know what it’s 
going to do next year,” explains 
Rasko. “Be a Man was spawned in - 
that beer tent, Boygroove as well. We 
didn’t hang out or talk about ideas. 
It's like we were employees this year, 
and not valued ones.” 

Huston and Rasko both hope that 
the rumours regarding artist input for 
next year’s show are true, because 
they love the festival for its potential 
and creative spark. But things have to 
change, according to Huston. 

“It’s like we had a four-star Fringe,” 
he says, “but it needs a few rewrites 
to be a five.” vw 


ain resists summary. While Kun- 
deras essays are never composed with 
the aims of studious literary criticism— 
this being a good thing—he takes his 
convictions seriously and articulates them 
gracefully. Weighed against his previous 


two volumes on the novel, 1985's The Art 
_ of the Novel and 1992's Testaments 
Betrayed, The Curtain does seem to tra- 
Verse similar terrain, though it lights upon 
numerous new insights along the way. 
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1) The Way | Are teat. keri Hilson, 0.0.€. 
Timbaland 


2) Beautiful Girls 
Sean Kingston 


3) The Simpsons Theme 
Green Day 


4) Stronger 
Kanye West 


5) Crazy B*tch 
Buckcherry 


6) Umbrella 


Rihanna 


7) Buy You A Drank (shay snappin) 
T-Pain . 


8) Paralyzer 
Finger Eleven 


9) Party Like A Rock Star 
Shop Boyz 


10) Super Mario Bros (main thomo) 
Super Mario Bros. 
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_ Kundera separates the history of an art 
from other kinds of history as a way to 
show how deeply our sense of continuity 
defines our appreciation of art, giving the 
example of how a symphony composed by 
Beethoven can be hailed as a masterwork 
while a similar symphony composed by a 
contemporary composer would at best be 
regarded as clever pastiche. Specifically, 
he examines the history of the novel's 
development by defining its essence, 
which he regards as inseparable from its 


playing with form. Human nature is the 
novel's eternal domain of exploration, he 
proposes, but the form of this exploration 
must always be ready to be renegotiated. 
The novelists he champions for their 
contributions to the novel's history will be 
familiar to anyone who's read Kundera 
before: Cervantes, Fielding, Sterne, 
Flaubert, Tolstoy, Joyce, Kafka, Musil, 
Garcia Marquez and Rushdie all make dis- 
tinctive and honourable appearances on 
Kundera's historical stage. And the mod- 
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...the walk will do us good! 


Cityty © : 


ern diseases that compromise the rovel’s 
perfection are also the same ones found 
in previous Kundera works: the archivist's 
presentation of every stray and even dis- 
carded fragment of writing by a famous 
author alongside the works deemed 
deserving of the name by the author: the 
Oppression of biographical knowledge and 
hearsay on a pure reading of a text 

Yet while The Curtain revisits Kundera’s 
already aired obsessions, it does so in a 
manner that actually surpasses previous 


visits in its elegance, wit and fluidity. If | 
disliked Kundera’s prose | might call him 
pedantic, but it gives me immense pleas 
ure, so | think authoritative is the better 
adjective. And best of all, while his ideas 
linger with me, the special pleasure found 
in the actual in-the-moment activity of 
teading his prose can only be found in tha 
moment, meaning I'll probably need to 
keep reading The Curtain over and over as 
time passes and my memory, happily, con- 
tinues to fail me. w 
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HIQ Soft inc. » Cookies by George * Starbucks * MediCentres * Laurie Hawn MP ° Venture Publishing 


Sunday September 23" 2007 
Edmonton, AB. City Hall 1 Churchill Square 


Be part of the legacy. Be part of the remedy. 
Start collecting pledges today! © 


Register online at www.hivedmonton.com/walk.htm 
Contact voltoo@hivedmonton.com for more information. 


' Walk. Donate. Volunteer. Sponsor. 


ARTS 


AUG 30 - SEPT 5, 2007 


WUEWEEKLY 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


ARTS 
WEEKLY 


HARA belly dancing ® Meridian Banquet and 
Conference Centre, 4820 76 Ave © Venture Arts 
Academy presents professional belly dancers from 
Edmonton, Red Deer and Calgary, with live Arabic 
music ¢ Aug 31 (8pm-lam) © $65 

RAGA-MALA MUSIC SOCIETY FESTIVAL PLACE, 
100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park ¢ Meenakshi 
Srinivasan, Bharatnatyam Dance © Sept. 9 (8 pm) 


VIBE TRIBE PRODUCTIONS-DRUM AND DANCE 
JAMS Hazeldean Hall, 9630-66 Ave (433-6279) « 
Come and practice your hand drumming skills or learn 
something new in a group setting. Calling all tribal 
dancers for a chance to improvise and move to live 
music. Each jam starts and ends with guest musicians 
or dancers. Drums are available to borrow, no experi- 
ence necessary * First and last Tue each month (6:30- 
8:30pm) * $10 (doorl/child under 12 free 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
2854) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * NEW WORKS. 
Artworks by gallery artists; Emestine Tahedl, Karen 
Yurkovich, Greg Edmonson, Gordon Harper, Daniele 
Lemieux, Ken Wallace, Scott Plear, and Mikel Temo 
Greko; continues through August * SOLO SHOW Jamie 
Evrard; Sept. 8-20; opening show Sept. 8 (2-4pm) 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 1016-106 St 
(488-6511) ¢ Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) 
© Feature Gallery: MAKING ALBERTA HOME Home 
furnishings and accessories; until Oct. 6 ¢ Discovery 
Gallery: TO CHINA WITH LOVE: New sculptural 
ceramic works by Diane Sullivan; Until Sept. 8 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 
100, 10230 Jasper Ave ¢ Open Mon-Fri 10:30am- 
5pm: Thu 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free admission); Sat- 
Sun 11am-5Spm © Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 
1:30, 2:30 and 3:30pm) * The 2007 Alberta Biennial 
of Contemporary Art—-LIVING UTOPIA AND DISASTER: 
Artworks by 22 artists; until Sept. 9 © Early Family 
Day at the AGA, with free admission, art activities, 
and educational tours: Sept. 8 « KURT SCHWITTERS: 
COLLAGE EYE Works by. Schwitters and his contem- 
poraries. Organized and circulated by the National 
Gallery of Canada; Sept. 8-Nov. 4 * SEX, DEATH 
AND BANALITY: Pop art from the University of 
Lethbridge Art Collection. Curated by Marcus Miller; 
Sept. 8-Nov. 25 


AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave (990-0031) * Acrylic 


paintings by Rodrigo Lopez * Until Sept. 31 
BRINSMEAD ZIOLA KENNEDY ARCHITECTURE 
10434-122 St (488-9700) « Open Mon-Fri 8am-Spm * 
Photographs by Mark Morris © Until Sept. 7 

CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 
Ave * Mon-Fri 10am-Gpm; Sat: 10am-Spm * SUMMER 
PARADE: visual art by Agathe St. Pierre, Emma Cayer, 
Marie France Leroyer; Jody Swanson's pottery, Val 
Solash’s monotypes: until Sept. 5 © TANGENT: Stephan 
Fouquet's encaustics, Louise Rae’s various media, 
Annette Ayre’s acrylics and collages, Efin Konovalov's 
oils, Louise Madeleine Cormier's pottery: Sept. 7-19; 
‘opening reception Sept. 7 (7-8:30pm) 


CONCORDIA LIBRARY GALLERY 7128 Ada 
Boulevard (479-9338) * Open Mon-Fri 8am-Spm * 
Black-and-white photos of Alberta by Leon Strembitsky 
© Until Sept. 7 


FAB GALLERY Rim 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 
Ave (492-2081) ® Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2- 
5pm ¢ CHASING FORM: Cesar Alvarez’s final visual 
presentation for the degree of Master of Fine Arts in 
Sculpture. Outdoors exhibition, U of A Campus, South 
of Rutherford Library, 89 Ave, 112 St; extended to 
Sept. 15 © OSAMU MATSUDA: NEW WORK; prints 
from international guest-artist in residence in print- 
making; Monika Niwelinska’s final visual presenta- 
tion for her Master of Fine Arts in Printmaking 
degree; Until Sept. 22; opening reception Aug. 30 
(7pm-i0pm) 

FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) 
ART WALK 2007 Mixed media; through August ¢ 
Amy Loewan; though September 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER 
UBRARY Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) 
* Open Mon-Fri $am-Spm; Sat 9am-Bpm; Sun 1-5pm 
« THE SHOWGIRLS: Fibre artworks by Dawna Dey 
Harrish, Margo Fiddes, Cathy Tomm, and Sharon Willas 
Rubuliak; Aug. 30 « LONG OVERDUE : BOOK 
RENEWAL: Maine College of Art and the Portland pub- 
lie library exploration of society's relationship to books 
and art. Sponsored by The Edmonton Small Press 
Association in conjunction with North of Nowhere 
Expo; Sept. 1-30 Edmonton Room * Open Mon-Fri 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) © Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm © Main Gallery: THE 
OFFERING: A series of sculptures by Lethbridge artist 
Adrian Cooke; Aug. 31 to Sept. 29; Opening reception 
Aug. 31 (7-10pm) © Fromt Room: TEMPORARY 
GEOGRAPHY: Shannon Collis explores the theme of 
memory, and focuses combining digital technology, tra- 
ditional printmaking and photographic techniques; Aug 
31 to Sept. 29; Opening reception Aug, 31 (7-10pm) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 9am-4pm © 
THROUGH MY EYES: Edmonton artist Josie Stepchuk’s 
renditions of Alberta scenery, folklore, flora and archi- 
tecture; until Aug. 30 ¢ INSTUCTOR'S SHOWTIME 
Paintings (in watercolour, acrylic, oils, and collage) 
fabric art, pottery and woodwork, both practical and 
decorative, by the centre’s fall/winter instructors; Sept. 
4-21 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479- 
8424) Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat $:30am-4pm * 
Serigraphs by Norval Morrisseau and Jackson Beardy, 
prints by Toti, paintings by Cindy Revell, wall art by 
Raymond Chow * (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) « 
Open Mon-Fri Sam-5Spm; Sat 10am-5Spm * Art by 


Shirley Thomas, Edythe Markstad Buchanan. 
Serigraphs of Edmonton buildings by George Webber, 
pottery by Jim Speers 
LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St (423-5353) * 
EDMONTON CRASH PAD: Various artists in multimedia 
show ® Until Sept. 8; Sept. 7 closing reception 8pm 
LITTLE CHURCH GALLERY 455 King St, Spruce Grove 
(962-9664) © ALBERTA HIGHWAY 53-THE ARTIST'S 
JOURNEY Six artists display their works inspired by 
this route * Until Sept. 8 © Art show and sale recep- 
tion Sept. 1 (1-4pm) 

McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm 
¢ ALL DAY/EVERYDAY: Displaying the everyday ges- 
tures of the human experience; Until Oct. 14 ¢ FOUR 
OUTSIDE VIEWS: Landscape paintings by Pam Wilman, 
Adeline Rockett, Sophia Podryhla-Shaw, Donna Mille; 
Until Sept. 30 


MOCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm © Paintings by 
Linda Fisher and ceramics by Lee Kohler: Aug. 31-Sept. 
27; Opening reception: Sept.9 © The Dining Room 
Gallery: Elfie Holt paintings; Until Sept. 20 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne St,, St. 
Albert (459-1528) * Open: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 
1-5pm © SISTER EXHIBITS: Two stories of the 
women’s religious orders that helped shape Western 
Canada ® Until Sept. 9 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9625-964 St ¢ 
ELEMENTAL: WATER EARTH FIRE AIR; Art by members 
of the Sculptors’ Association of Alberta; until Sept. 30 
Artwork collection from students (ages 4 to senior) 
of Alanna Marie; Until Oct. 4 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9704- 
111 Ave (474-7611) © Summer Art Cafes: local artists 
in solo and group exhibits to create a café experi- 
ence in the Stollery Gallery ® Through August 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood 
Park (467-3038) * Soapstone sculptures by Vance 
Theoret, encapsulated watercolors by Thomas Love, 
acrylic paintings by Yuan Cheng Bi, landscapes by 
Peter Jacobs, seascapes by Maxwell Nimeck, acrylic 
painting by Kerri Burnett, small wildlife watercolors by 
Wes and Rachelle Siegrist ¢ Until Aug, 31 


PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) Open 
Tue-Fri 2-8pm; Sat 12-7pm © Vivan Bennett 
Exhibition of new works; until Sept.11 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, 
St. Albert (460-4310) ¢ Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu 
(10am-8pm) * ROOTS: Sherri Chaba, Brenda Kim 
Christiansen, Erin Schwab: Until Sept. 1 * PRAIRIE 
SPIRIT. Artworks by Ken Delgarno, Jarom Scott, and 
George Toscak: Sept. 6-29; Opening reception Sept. 6 
{6-9 pm) in conjunction with St. Albert's Downtown 
Art Walk 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES 8555 Roper Rd (427-1750) « 
Open Mon-Sat 9am-4:30pm; Wed 4:30-Spm 
IMMORTAL NATURE'S AGELESS HARMONY: THE 
BOTANICAL LANTERN SLIDES OF WILLIAM COPELAND 
MCCALLA: Hand-coloured glass lantem slides of flow- 
ers and plants by William Copeland, 1914-1938 « 

Until Sept. 1 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453- 
9100) ¢ Open daily 9-S5pm © SMALL WONDER: THE 
MINISCULE MAGNIFIED: View imgages of the micro 
world of mosses, insects, snail schells and seeds; until 
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Sept. 3 ¢ STORIES FROM THE SOUTHESK 
COLLECTION: A 150-YEAR JOURNEY: First Nations and 
Metis artifacts (1859-60); until Sept. 3 ¢ COOL AND 
COLLECTED: See the unseen from the Museum's col- 
lections; until Sept. 3 * GALEN ROWELL-A 
RETROSPECTIVE: Landscape photographs; until Sept. 3 


‘ST. ALBERT ARTWALK ¢ Various venues; Wares, 
Modern Eyes Gallery, Profiles Gallery, Art Beat Gallery, 
Gemport, Studio Gallery, The Bookstore on Perron, 
Cargo and James, St. Thomas Coffee House, Concept 
Jewelry in St. Albert * Sept 6 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-5pm ® Phyllis Anderson’s still lifes and 
landscapes capture summer expressions and David 
Mitchell's jade sculptures represent the abstracted 
figure. Also gelatin silver prints by Tom Willock and 
still life paintings by Jacqueline Stehelin; until Sept. 
4 © Paintings by Jim Visser; September 8-25 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open 
Tue-Sat 12-5pm * Main Gallery: Ring around the 
Rosie Marilee Salvator: Print works that deal with 
autobiography, feminist ideals and abstraction; until 
Sept. 1 © 25th Anniversary Biennial Print 
Competition Sept. 6-Oct. 13 © SEARCHING FOR 
BALANCE Leszek Wyczolkowski’s printworks reflect 
the artists search for a balance between 
intellect/geometry, and organic/instinctive; Sept. 6- 
Oct.13 © Studio Gallery: / THE GATHERING LIGHT 
Michelle LaVoie: In the Gathering Light is a series of 
images that use technology to talk about technology 
and how it acts as a filter for our perceptions; until 
Sept. 1 ¢ SNAP students’ exhibition: Sept. 6-Oct. 13 


THE STRATHCONA COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
ARCHIVES 913 Ash St, Sherwood Park (467-8189) © 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; weekends by appoint- 
ment/pre-booked tour © SPORTS FROM THE PAST: 
Featuring sports equipment, photographs and col- 
lectibles from the early 1900s to the late 1980s; until 
September; $3 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Strett, St. Albert 
(460-5993) © Open: Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 
10am-5pm or by appointment ¢ THE WORLD AROUND 
ME George Kubac’s sketches; until Sept. 1 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452- 


9100) ¢ LOST WORLDS; Exhibition from dinosaurs to 
ancient civilizations ® Until Sept. 3 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) * WEAVING AND FIBRE EXHIBITION: Aug. 
30-Sep.t 29; opening reception Aug. 30 (7-9:30pm) 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) 
© Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * CANADIAN LAND- 


_ SCAPES: Scott Macleod, Guy Roy, Bev Rodin, Bill 


Webb, Robert Genn Until Sept. 20 


LITERARY 


Blue Chair Café 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) © Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off * third Wed each 
month © $5 (donation) 


INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY Edmonton City 
Hall (428-7590) Hear learner stories, meet the 
Alberta Council of the Federation Literacy Award win- 
ner, pick up a free book * Sept. 7 (11:30am-1pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL T.A.LES. story cafe 
www .een.ab.ca/~tales (932-4409) Featuring the 
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theme “Festival Fling,” hear Renée Englot, Stephanie 
Benger, and Kathy Jessup, all tellers from TALES. 
{The Alberta League Encouraging Storytelling); open 
mic spot * Aug. 30 (7-9pm) 

3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Square * 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to say, 
amateurs and professionals alike. Let this creative 
writing process guide you into self-discovery # 
Meetings bi-monthly, Sun (4-6pm) for info e-mail feel- 
goodbewellin2007@gmail.com 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) © Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat 
(8pm), $20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 ¢ Every Wed (8:30pm): 
Wacky Wednesday; $5; Bob Angeli: Aug, 30-Sept. 2 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882- 
170 St (483-5999) * Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm « Hit or 

Miss Mondays; Tue alternative comedy night; Wed 
local talent * Jimmy Dore, Paul Brown, and Welby 
Santos: Until Sept. 2 © Gary Valentine Sept. 6-9 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castledowns Rd 
(472-7696) © Ha-Ha-Off comedy with host Kathleen 
McGee featuring Andrew Iwanyk Every Thu (9pm) # 
No cover 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE ® Comedy _ 
Extravaganza hosted by Kathleen MacGee; first Tue 
each month; no minors; 8:30pm (door), 3pm (show) * 
$5 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 367 St. Albert Rd (460- 
1122) ¢ Wednesday Night Live: Open stage every Wed 
for comedy, and music hosted by Barbara May and the 
Tumbling Dice (8-10pm) * No cover 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 9720-102 Avenue, 429-1992 © 
ADVENTURES IN CANADIAN TELEVISION. an 
evening with Rick Mercer with a performance by the 
Wajjo Drummers * Sept. 9 (7 pm) Tickets: $55, $65 
in support of the Northern Alberta Amputee Program 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) © Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm © Sun: Industry Night; $10 * Wed Crash and 
Burn featuring Rob Brackenridge * Rob Brackenridge, 
Kendall Gawryluk, and Ken Valgardson Aug.30-Sept. 1 
Lori Ferguson-Ford Sept. 5-8 


THEATRE 


NASHVILLE OUTLAWS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) © Go fora 
ride with the bad boys of country, featuring the great 
music and offbeat lives of Willie Nelson, Waylon 
Jennings and Johnny Cash * Aug. 31-Nov. 4 © Tickets 
$49-$79 


23 Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 St, WEM 
(484-2424) ¢ Special Agent Jack Bauer always gets his 
man, or in this case, woman in this comedy. Set on the 
new “Skytanic Luxury Air Cruiser” Jack must deliver his 
beautiful, dangerous prisoner, but first must survive 
each 29-minute flight with a few surprise passengers! 
© Until Oct. 28° 


PLAY IN A DAY © Shadow Theatre's program for 
elementary schools with half- or full-day theatre 
workshops for elementary school students aged 7-11 
(434-5564) * September 2007-June 2008 


Adrian Cooke 
The Offering 


front room gallery 


Shannon Collis 
Temporary 
Geography 


ugust 31-September 29 
opening Aug. 31, 7-10pm 


Adrian Cooke Artist Lecture 


Grant MacEwan Centre for the Arts 


Sept. 20, 11:15am-12:45pm 
10045-156 St., room 203 


oy GIBSON / brian@vueweokly.com 


young female soldiers in the - 


Israeli Army are 
inspecting an Arab 
woman's belongings in a 
booth at a border crossing, 


opening her lipstick, rifling [a 


through her purse, checking her ID 


card, then having her strip down to 
her slip before scanning her with a 
metal detector. One soldier, Dana, 
doesn’t want to do the job anymore 
and her refusal suddenly turns into a 
near-rebellion that’s quickly stamped 
out by the unit commander (Sharon 
Raginiano). But why is Mirit (Neama 
Shendar) eager to say she wasn’t 
involved? And why is Smadar (Smadar 
Sayar) sympathetic with Dana? 

After Dana's insubordination, the 
commander shakes up the roster and 
pairs the two 18-year-olds together 
for foot patrol in Jerusalem, checking 
and recording Arabs’ IDs as they 
police their sector. Close To Home 
treads a careful, circling path around 
these characters, charting the com- 
plex dynamic between these two 
young women who can act so girlish: 
they act petulant with each other but 
Mirit’s mom enjoins Smadar to sleep 
over; the barracks party for a dis- 
charged officer seems more like the 
celebration of the end of summer 
camp for one of them. 

Mirit is reserved and rule-bound, 
but secretly eager for adventure—she 
tells a superior she wants to be reas- 
signed to a more exciting post far 


from home, and when she cautiously 
pursues a man who tended to her 
after a bombing on a city street, it’s 
clear she’s trying to break out of her 
protective teenage shell. 

Smadar’s desperate to break free of 
boredom, too, but in immediate, usu- 
ally illicit ways: shoplifting an item on 
the sly, sneaking into a salon for a 
haircut instead of beating the pave- 
ment or suddenly flaring into anger 
with an Arab who challenges her. 


OPENING FAI, AUG 31 


CLOSE TO HOME 

WRITTEN URECTED BY VARIT BL, 
DAUAHAGER 

STARRING NEAMA SHENDAR, SMADAR SAAR 


=< 
= 
=f 
cc 
= 


BECAUSE EVERY TIME the film threatens 
to drift away into a preoccupation with 
the girls’ romantic interests and their 
disinterest in the job, Close To Home 
brings us, with a deep, soul-jarring 
wrench, back to the people that Mirit 
and Smadar are cursorily checking and 
the film seems to have been ignoring. 
The yourig women’s willingness for 
adventure and their disinterest in their 
job is borne of a divided land brim- 
ming with tension and cynicism over 
cycles of violence. Mirit and Smadar 
only stick to their jobs of surveillance, 
labelling and violation only in order to 
do their duties or spark a thrill. When 
Smadar, determined to enjoy a pastry 
instead of working, shunts an Arab 


Dexter gives Showcase 


DVDETECTIVE 


BRIAN GIBSON 
vdetective@vueweekly.com 


The TV renaissance has been led by HBO, 
which used pay-movie cable profits to 
make carefully developed, high-production 
adult dramas. But with HBO's top-drawer 
shows shelved for good, competitors are 
looking to strike in the post-Sex, Six and 
Sopranos lull. And if Showtime needs a 
Gebut show that should grab more view- 
ers on DVD, a signature series to make its 
mark, it's found it. 

Dexter Morgan's signature is a slice of 
his vietim’s right cheek with a scalpel, 
enough to draw a blood sample from the 
murderers he tracks, captures and traps 
in a plastic-sheeted room before killing 
them. By day Dexter is a blood-spatter 
analyst on a forensics unit in a police sta- 
tion; on his nights on the town, this 
Sociopath becomes the perverse inverse 
of a pathologist, gutting and cutting up 
the guilty instead of dissecting and study- 
ing the innocent to figure out whodunit. 
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The town’s Miami, and the signature 
look of the series, expertly established by 
developer and writer James Manos Jr 
(Sopranos’ “College” episode co-writer 
and former producer on F/X’s The Shield), 
director Michael Cuerta and their team in 
the first three episodes, is a hot, sun- 
flooded palette of bright greens, blues 
and reds—lots of reds, from clayish to 
rusty copper to lush scarlet. (In one of the 
many winking lines, Dexter's told during 
his day job that “it's safe to say blood is 
your life.”) The show begins with splash- 
es of red around the title, Dexter, and 
then the man himself squashing a mos- 
quito, nicking himself shaving and cutting 
slabs of meat. 

The signature premise of Dexter, 
implied in those credits and elsewhere 
(“normal people are so hostile,” Dexter 
coldly observes), reinvents what a lot of 
excellent shows have been doing—test- 
ing the limits of TV's reliance on viewer 
empathy (why do we care about a pathet- 
ic, petty, paper company boss? a subur- 
ban, Italian-American mob boss 
murderer?). Dexter's seemingly extreme 
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he personal overwhelms the political i in Close To Home 


man off to her partner and then Mirit 
sends him back to her, what's lost in 
the shuffle is the Arab—as more than 
a threat, not just an identity to be 
recorded, but a person. 

So watch for the ending, where a 
film that may too often seem to be 
about the mercurial relationship 


between two girlish, naive women 
turns back on itself in a chilling coda 
the pair, bonded by a job that’s hard- 
ening them and granting them more 
authority than they know how to 
wield, drive off on Smadar’s motor- 
bike, oblivious to the people they 
monitor and infantilize every day 


These last minutes of Close To Home 
clinch the film as a haunting autopsy 
of how the personal can obliterate 
the political, as the oppressors ration- 
alize, repress and then casually 
repeat the day-to-day injustices 
they're paid to commit for a society 
eager to forget its routine sins. v 


a deviously clever signature series 


flaws reflect back, partly redeeming him 
even as they accuse us. The man is a 
serial killer, but we all are, the title 
sequence snaps back. Don't we all swat 
the occasional insect and rip into our 
meat with relish? 

Dexter's played with lively deathliness 
by Michael C Hall—one of the morticians 
in Six Feet Under—who can look smoothly 
obliging one instant and ruthlessly crafty 
the next. But as Eliot wrote, we all “put on 
a mask to meet the faces that we meet.” 
The hollow man echoes us in trying to play 
along with social niceties at work, then 
deal with a relationship's emotional strains. 
From “Crocodile” to the Halloween-set 
“Let's Give the Boy a Hand,” the 12- 
episode series, based on Jeff Lindsay's 
novels, plays smartly and subtly with the 
hidden monster theme as Dexter tries to 
figure out how to keep seeming “normal.” 


THE SHOW DOESN'T get cold or stiffen 
up because of the forensic team’s black 
jokes and the twisted sitcom humour as 
Dexter starts to get into his role as 
boyfriend to the seemingly meek, dam- 


FILM 


aged Rita (Julie Benz). At first, he doesn’t 
feel interested in sex, only death (most 
devilishly linked in Dexter when he 
caresses Rita's leg to mark a victim's 
amputation in a recent case and they feel 
thrilled for different reasons). Even as an 
ice-cold serial killer starts to flirt with him 
by night, Dexter still tries to be the “good 
guy” boyfriend and decent brother—his 
brassy but sensitive sister Deborah (Jen- 
nifer Carpenter) is a fellow cop he tries to 
help move out of vice and into homicide. 
He does, though too quickly and tao easi- 
ly. The show prefers cutting to the chases, 
rarely showing police on their day-to-day 
beat (a DVD special feature about a real- 
life Anaheim murder reveals the careful 
diagramming, recreation, interpretation 
and trial testimony actually involved with 
blood-splatter analysis). And Dexter's gen- 
erally strong use of women in a killer 
man’s world buckles under with the sta- 
tion chief's odd crush on Dexter. 

There’s something typically American 
about Dexter's deadly work as a vigilante 
serial killer-—foster father Harry nurtured 
his murderous nature—and slightly 


superhero-ish, like Bruce Wayne turned 
Vampire Batman. The show teeters in the 
“father as wise-old-mentor to blocdlust- 
ing son” scenes, but the conceit applies 
another layer that Dexter peels back 
right vs wrong. The man ambi-dexterously 
tries to live on both sides of the thin blue 
moral line. But in “Poppin’ Cherry,” Dex- 
ter’s fiendish godliness is questioned. A 
fellow cop harasses a crime boss’ daugh- 
ter at a family celebration. And the chief 
goes public about a manhunt when the 
investigative team doesn't have strong 
evidence that the suspect is a serial killer. 

That vein-chiller's the Ice Truck Killer, 
who not only drains the blood from victims 
but personally taunts Dexter. With Dex- 
ters moral ambiguities, the socially numb 
man’s sly, deadpan voiceover and its gnip- 
ping plot of “good” and “bad” killers play- 
ing cat-and-mouse, the series’ biggest 
problem may be the dramatic-comic bar 
set in this first season. Apparently, Dexter 
will next sink its teeth deeper into the 
American fascination with vigilante jus- 
tice, echoing Taxi Driver or Natural Born 
Killers (or US foreign policy?). v 
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Good performances, bad 


JOSEF BRAUN 7 j 
[= easy.to get cynical about 
remakes—sometimes | 
feel like every other 
movie I review is a god- 
damned remake—but | fig- 
ure it’s always worth- THSIS OK 
considering the range of potentially 
sound rationale behind them. In the 
case of Interview, the American 
remake of the 2003 Dutch film by Theo 
Van Gogh, once we consider the notion 
that someone thought the ¢ontroversy 
surrounding the outspoken director's 
2004 slaying might translate into good 
box office (an evidently bad call), we 
might presume that someone also saw 
this darkly comic chamber drama 
revolving around the boundaries of 
celebrity as perhaps having an even 
richer life in an American setting. 

Yet as directed by Steve Buscemi 
and re-scripted by Buscemi and David 
Schechter from Theodor Holman’s 
original, you might say that an Ameri- 
can Interview works all too well. Sati- 


_Tizing the American media’s 


relationship to celebrity's a bit like 
shooting fish in a barrel, and though 
an artist of Buscemi’s skill, character 
and intelligence might seem a strong 
candidate to elevate the movie to a 
higher level of complexity, 1 don’t 
really think there’s much anyone 
could do to offset the overly tidy con- 
trivances at the story's heart. 
Essentially a two-hander playing 
out in two locations, Interview feels 
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uneasily theatrical. Veteran political 
correspondent Pierre (Buscemi) is, 
rather dubiously, assigned to inter- 
view ostensibly vacuous film and TV 
Star Katya (Sienna Miller). Perturbed 
by Katya’s tardiness, as well as miser- 
ably unprepared and openly resentful 
of his crap gig, Pierre botches the 
interview from the get-go. Within 
minutes of meeting at some preten- 
tious restaurant, the pair part ways 
angtily, only to have fate descend in 
the form of a fender-bender that 
eventually finds Pierre being nursed 
by Katya in her spacious Tribeca loft. 


ONCE ALONE TOGETHER, Pierre and 
Katya go through several rounds of 
almost-connecting—after all, he’s got a 
dead daughter, she’s got a dead dad— 
swiftly followed by predictable bicker- 
ing, thus we get a lot of Pierre saying “I 
should go” followed by awkward meth- 


ods of keeping him there so that the _ 


movie can keep going. (Luckily Katya 
has a pink cell phone that barks and 
forces her to keep leaving the room, 
allowing Pierre to discover her diary, 
conveniently located on the desktop of 
her computer.) The conceit driving this 
thing is basically that there's more to 
Katya than meets the eye and perhaps 
less of Pierre. Booze and blow, not to 
mention the vague promise of sex, 
yield whopper confessions, though the 
truly gooey truths will finally be 
revealed in the last-minute reversal. 
Something that often distinguishes a 
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script make for a so-so Interview 


OPENS FRIDAY 


DIRECTED BY STEVE BUSCEMI 
WRITTEN BY STEVE BUSCEM, DAVID SCHECHTER 
STARRING STEVE BUSCEMI, SIENNA MILLER 


good independent film from a slick stu- 
dio one is the former’s avoidance of the 
latter's more hackneyed conventions, 
but the final scenes of Interview resort 
to precisely such tricks, assigning good 
guy/bad guy roles that fall far short of 


- es 


the shaded characterizations these very 
talented actors seem to be working 
toward all along. Both Buscemi and 
Miller—who spar wonderfully, share a 
weird chemistry and know how to suck 
a lot of juice out of a subtle beat—are 
acting at a level that ultimately exceeds 
the strength of their material. 

Flatness of script and story aside, 
there’s no reason to take Interview as a 
bad sign with regards to Buscemi’s 
career behind the camera. Considering 


=i ae 


the limitations of his palate here, he 
manages to set up one smartly com- 
posed two-shot after another, and has a 
clean, appealing approach to conveying 
information. I’m not sure how long it'l! 
take Buscemi to fulfill the promise of his 
terrific directorial debut, 1996's Trees 
Lounge, but while he finds his way 
there—through odd projects like this, or 
through directing memorable episodes 


~ of The Sopranos—he keeps reminding 


us of his talent waiting to bloom. v 


A movie sucking its own Balls of Fury 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

‘ve had a lot of patience with this 
pes summer round-up, 

I'll tell you that much. At 
one point, I might have got ¥ 
giddy from watching Chris 
Tucker and Jackie Chan ser- THIS SUCKS 
enade each other like they were Luther 
Vandross and Beyonce, felt happy in 
my pants for Lindsay Lohan rubbing 
aimlessly against a stripper pole and 
been whisked away by the langurous 
image of Vanessa Redgrave in a night- 
gown chasing butterflies. 

But an entire film devoted to ping 
pong, its biggest star Christopher 
Walken (as a Chinese mercenary) and 
more cheap humourless shots at 
minorities than the Bush administra- 
tion? I'm putting my foot down. Right 
now, guys. 

Balls of Fury (a title I’ve heard 
before but in an entirely different 
genre) tells the mediocre tale of a for- 
mer table tennis prodigy, Randy Day- 
tona (comic newcomer Dan Fogler) 
who goes undercover at a win-or-die 
tournament of his vocation held by the 
creepy and crooked Feng (Walken). 
Daytona is introduced to a Chinese 
ping pong mentor James Hong) and 
his table whiz niece (stunning Maggie 
Q) to guide him to win the trophy and 
stop Feng’s underground arms ring. 


I'LL GO OUT ON A LIMB and say yes, 


premise does matter. An entire film 
devoted to ping pong drives a stake 


NOW PLAYING 


BALLS OF FURY 

DIRECTED BY BEN GARANT 

WRITTEN BY BEN GARANT, THOMAS LENNON 
STARRING DAN FOGLER, CHRISTOPHER WALKEN, 
GEORGE LOPEZ MAGGIE O 


through the heart of ironic sports 
comedies, especially when such a 
McGuffin has already been used to 
lampoon dodgeball, NASCAR and 
men’s figure skating. 

While Balls of Fury finds a number 
of easy laughs, including an absurd 
staging of a simultaneous regional 
ping pong contest/pancake breakfast 
and Feng’s stoic Grace Jones-like 
henchwoman (Aisha Tyler), it’s 
nonetheless older than the old hat 
itself, especially when The Simpsons 
Movie and Superbad are out there 
busting their asses trying to reinvent 
the wheel of concept-based humour. 

As for Walken, his androgynous 
swagger echoes equal parts Dr 
Frankenfurter, David Bowie and Bjork’s 
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album cover for Homogenic. It’s a per- 
formance probably better suited to a 
30-second stint on SNL (or a Fatboy 
Slim video), where its awkward flavour 
wouldn't have time to sour, or make 
traditional viewers uncomfortable. 

Now that Jack Black is officially sexy 
Fogler as Daytona pines for the role of 
his oafish replacement, playing out the 
cock-rock underdog hero a little close 
to my furthest point of tolerance. He’s a 
tad ordinary, or maybe just the wrong 
side of the big-screen butterball, 
sweaty and hard to look at rather than 
rotund and huggable. 

Balls would fare better as a straight- 
to-video release, where a modest base 
of fans could discover its limited wit 
and conventional plotline (aside from a 
surprisingly twisted third act) on the 
small screen. But such a method 
wouldn't begin to cover the budget or 
excessive production design, or suffi- 
ciently break the hearts of Walken fans 
desperate for his divorce from college- 
kid humour. vw 
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Populist environmentalism gets 
a more attractive spokesperson 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


rading Al Gore for the consid- 
erably more sexy— 
in both the literal 
and commercial sense— 
Leonardo DiCaprio, The 
11th Hour is probably 
more interesting as a kick- THS IS OK 
off to a debate than an actual film. 
Hour is mostly just talking heads 
interspersed with DiCaprio staring 
forlornly across Los Angeles'’s envi- 
ro-nightmare hellscape while his 
own near-childlike narration plays, 
but its mere existence belies at least 
one question worth looking into: 
with two high-profile Earth-saving 
documentaries in the last two years, 


GARNEAU 
th 


THE 11" HOUR 


is the populist environmental move- 
ment doing any good? 


Though certainly raising the pro- 
file of the movement, An Inconvenient 
Truth comes with its share of prob- 
lems, not the least of which is the 
fact that, an exaggerated right-wing 
smear Campaign aside, Gore seems 
to be at best a Starbucks conserva- 
tionist, concerned (and content) 
more with raising awareness than 
actually making sure people are 
doing anything with that awareness. 
In that context, The //th Hour is a 
step up: the movie flat-out says that 
raising awareness is only useful to a 
point, and takes a pointed aim at not 
only explaining the larger forces 
behind the problem—big business's 
willful ignorance and government 
inaction, mostly—but also emphasiz- 
ing that we have to do something 
about it (though exactly what isn’t 
entirely outlined beyond a few vague, 
and obvious, steps). 


THE FREQUENT REMINDER that solving 


these problems is going to require us 
is unquestionably one of the film’s 
stronger points. Liberals—particularly 
the black-and-white idealists of which 
DiCaprio and directors/sisters Nadia 


Connors and Leila Connors Peterson 
seem to count themselves—have a 


tendency to focus blame on evil insti- 
tutions, forgetting that it’s people that 


built and continue to allow those insti- 


tutions to exist, whether that means 
actually running them or just tacitly 
supporting them. The I/th Hour 


explicitly reminds us that voting with 
our dollars is our most common and 
powerful form of democracy, and 
though it fails to fully take the audi- 
ence to task for creating these prob- 


THE 11TH HOUR 
NIGHTLY 7:00 AND 9:00 PM 
SAT SUN & MON MATINEE 2:00 PM 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


OPENS FRIDAY 


THE 11TH HOUR 

DIRECTED BY NADIA CONNORS, 

LEILA CONNORS PETERSON 

WRITTEN BY LEILA CONNORS, CONNORS PETER: 
SON, LEONARDO DICAPRIO 

FEATURING LEONARDO DICAPRIO, STEPHEN HAWK 
ING, DAVID SUZUKI JAMES WOOLSEY, OTHERS 


lems in the first place, reminding them 
they're the only way to find a solution 
is something this particular populist 
movement can’t stress enough. 

Those kudos to it, the main prob- 
lem of the film is that it doesn’t pres- 
ent a lot in the way of new 
information, nor does it really find 
new mouthpieces to relate it. It’s 
probably safe to say that, regardless 


DOCUMANTARY 


of how much they actually know © 


about it, by now most people have 
settled into one camp or the other on 
the whole environment thing, usually 
fairly noticeably split along the 
exceedingly stupid right-left divide so 
popular in the US. Given that, it 
seems unlikely that a host of scien- 
tists explaining the usual doomsday 
scenarios are likely to change any 
minds, particularly not the minds 
that are already suspicious of anyone 
using big words while trying to con- 
vince them to give up their truck. 

A credit to The 11th Hour’s expan- 
siveness, though, is that it might pro- 
vide the answer within itself; though 
it’s only briefly touched on, outlining 
how a bad environment affects the 
individual (chiefly through increased 
rate of disease) is probably the best 
way to turn people over. The mass 
doesn’t seem to really care about 
what its SUVs are doing to the earth, 
but the people just might give it up if 
they realize what the vehicles are 
doing to their kids. w 
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oun Leonardo DiCaprio fol- 
footsteps of Al Gore with this 
viene what we've done to 


f experts, including physi- 
e Hawking, former CIA direc- 
tor James Woolsey and Canada’s own 
David Suzuki, join in to help convince us 
we're on the brink and need to fix our 
ways. Read David Berry's review on page 
28. 


BALLS OF FURY Reno 917! star/Night at 
the Museum writer Ben Garant co-writes 
and directs this story about a down-and- 
out former ping pong star (Dan Fogler) 
who enters a top secret ping pong tourna- 
ment for the FB] masterminded by the 
man who killed his father (Christopher 
Walken). It also stars Maggie Q (the sexy 
ninja from Live Free or Die Hard) and 
George Lopez. Read Jonathan Busch’s 
review on page 26. 


CLOSE 10 HOME Two young girls drafted 
into the Israeli military spend their days 
patrolling the streets of Jerusalem and 
kibitzing about their romantic lives until 
the stark realities of the Israel-Palestine 
situation come crashing down. The film is 
loosely based on the actual experience of 
writer/directors Vardit Bilu and Dalia 
Hager. Read Brian Gibson's review on 
page 25. 


HALLOWEEN Rob Zombie continues his 
blood-spattered transition from horror 
rocker to horror director with this remake 
of the John Carpenter classic that intro- 
duced the world to unstoppable killing 
machines in masks. Malcolm McDowell 
takes over the role of Dr Sam Loomis, the 
psychiatrist charged with trying to find 
out exactly what's wrong with young 
Michael Myers. Read Jonathan Busch’s 
review next week. 


INTERVIEW Steve Buscemi (Fargo, The 
Sopranos, etc) writes, directs and stars in 
this remake of Dutch director Theodor 
Holman’s 2003 film of the same name. 
Buscemi plays a political journalist forced 
to interview a young starlet (Sienna 
Miller), which would only be boring if he 
didn’t end up at her apartment with any 
number of intoxicants. Read Josef Braun's 
review on page 26. 


METRO CINEMA Metro Cinema is cur- 


rently on summer break. Regular pro- 
gramming will resume on Thu, Sep 6. 


PICK ONE UP TODAY 
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All showtimes are subject to change at 
any time. Please contact theatre to 
confirm. 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


8094 Connaught Dr. Jasper, 852-4749 
THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM. 

(14A) Dally 7:00, 9:10, Fri-Sun 1:30 
STARDUST 

(PG frightening scenes, not recommended 
er ene children) Daily 6:50 9:10, Fri-Sun 


130 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 
RESCUE DAWN 
(14A) Fri-Sat 9:20, 11:45; Sun-Thu 9:20 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT > 
WORLD'S END 
(PG, Violence, not recommended for young 
children) Fri-Sat 12:30, 4:10, 7:35, 10:50; 
Sun-Thu 12:30, 4:10, 7:35 
DADDY DAY CAMP 
(PG) Daily 2:05, 4:45, 7:05 
EVAN ALMIGHTY 
(G) Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:30, 7:30, 9:55, 12:15; 
Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:30, 7:30, 9:55 
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 
(14A Violence) Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45, 
12:20; Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45 
MEET THE ROBINSONS 
(G) Daily 1:55, 4:15 
FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SiL- 
VER SURFER 
(PG, frightening scenes) Fri-Sat 1:50, 4:40, 
7:20, 10:00, 12:00; Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:40, 
7:20, 10:00 
OCEANS THIRTEEN 


SHREK THE THIRD 

(PG) Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:35, 7:15, 9:25, 11-40; 
Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:15, 9:25 
KNOCKED UP 

(168A sexual content) Fri-Sat 1:15, 4:05, 6:55, 
9:40, 12:20; Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:05, 6:55, 9:40 
SPIDER-MAN 3 

(PG Frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young children) Dally 6:45, 9:50 

1408 

(14A) Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40, 11:55; 
Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40 


CITY CENTRE 9 
10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 


HALLOWEEN 

(18A, brutal violence, gory scenes) Daily 
1:10, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50 

WAR 

(18A) Fri 7:10, 10:00; Sat-Thu 12:50, 3:30, 
7:10, 10:00 

RUSH HOUR 3 

(PG course language, not recommended for 
young children) Daily 4:30, 9:30. 

DEATH SENTENCE 

(18A, violence) Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:30, 10:10 
BALLS OF FURY 


{PG, not racommanded for young children) 
Dally 1:40, 4:20, 7:30, 10:10 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 

(14A) Fri 3:10, 6:30, 9:20; Sat-Thu 12:30, 
3:10, 6:30, 9:20 

SUPERBAD 

(18A, coarse language, crude content, sub 
stance abuse) Daily 1:20, 4:10, 6:45, 9:40 
MR.BEAN'S HOLIDAY 

(G) Fri-Tue, Thu 1:30, 3:50, 6:40, 9:00; Wed 
1:30, 3:50, 9:40 

RESURRECTING THE CHAMP 

(PG, course language) Fri 6:40, 9:15; Sat- 
Thu 12:40, 3:30, 6:40, 9:15 

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 

(PG) Daily 1:50, 7:20 

EVAN ALMIGHTY 

(G) Toonie Matinee Fri 12:40, 3:20 


SHREK THE THIRD 
(PG) Toonie Matinee Fri 12:50, 3:30 


FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SIL- 
VER SURFER 

(PG, frightening scenes) Toonie Matinee Fri 
12:30 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 
(PG) Fri-Mon 1:50, 4:50, 7:40, 10:00; Tus- 


‘Thu 4:50, 7:40, 10:00 


JE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 
14A) Fri 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Mon 12:45, 4:15, 


/7-10, 9:45; Tue-Thu 4:15, 7:10, 9:45 


/ supenBad 
(18A, coarse 

stance abuse) Fri-Mon 1:00, 4:00, 6:40, 
9:30; Tue-Thu 4:00, 6:40, 9:30 


HALLOWEEN 
(18A, brutal violence, gory scenes) Fri-Mon 


, crude content, sub- 


Mette 


dine 


1:10, 4:10, 7:00, 9:40; Tue-Thu 4:10, 7:00, 
9:40 


WAR 

(18A) Fri 7:20, 9:50; Sat-Mon 12:20, 3:50, 
7:20, 9:50; Tue-Thu 3:50, 7:20, 9:50 
DEATH SENTENCE 
(18A, violence) Fri-Mon 1: 
9:35; Tue-Thu 3:40, 6:50, 9: 

MR.BEAN’S HOLIDAY 

(G) Fri-Mon 12:10, 2:20, 4:30, 6:35, 9:00; 
‘Tue-Thu 4:30, 6:35, 9:00 

EVAN ALMIGHTY 

(G) Toonle Matinee Fri 12:20, 3:50 

NANCY DREW 

(PG) Toonle Matinee Fri 1:40, 4:25 

SHREK THE THIRD 

{PG) Toonie Matinee Fri 12:45, 4.15 

RUSH HOUR 3 

(PG course language, not recommended for 
young children) Fri-Mon 12:15, 2:30, 4:45, 
7:30, 9:55; Tue-Thu 4:45, 7:30, 9:55 

THE NANNY DIARIES 

(PG, course language) Fri 6:55, 9:25; Sat- 
Mon 1:40, 4:10, 6:55, 9:25; Tue-Thu 4:10, 
6:55, 9:25 

BALLS OF FURY 

(PG, not recommended for young children) Fri- 


Mon 1;30, 4:20, 6:30, 9:20; Tue-Thu 4:20, 
6:30, 9:20 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
DEATH SENTENCE 
(184, violence) No passes Fri-Mon 12:40, 
4:30, 7:00, 9:40; Tue-Thu 7:00, 9:40 
HALLOWEEN 
(1847 brutal violence, gory scenes) Fri-Mon 
1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:15; Tue-Thu 7:20, 
10:15 
MR. BEAN’S HOLIDAY 
(G) No passes Fri-Mon 12:30, 2:40, 5:00, 
7:30, 9:45; Tue-Thu 7:30, 9:45 


3:40, 6:50, 


for young children) no 
passes Fri-Mon 12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:45, 10:10; 
Tue-Thu 7:45, 10:10 


WAR 
(18A) Fri-Mon 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 9:50; Tue- 
Thu 7:10, 9:50 


THE NANNY DIARIES 


(PG, course 4) Fri-Mon 1:00, 4:00, 
6:30, 9:20; Tue-Thu 6:30, 9:20 
SUPERBAD 


(18A, coarse language, crude content, sub- 
stance abuse) Fri-Mon 12:10, 3:30, 7:15, 
10:00; Tue-Thu 7:15, 10:00 

RUSH HOUR 3 

(PG course language, not recommended for 
young children) Fri-Mon 12:15, 2:30, 4:50, 
7:40, 10:20; Tue-Thu 7:40, 10:20 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 

(14A) Fri-Mon 12:20, 3:40, 6:40, 9:30; Tue- 
Thu 6:40, 9:30 

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 

(PG) Fri-Mon 1:30, 6:50; Tue-Thu 6:50 
HAIRSPRAY 

(PG) Fri-Mon 3:50, 9:10; Tue-Thu 9:10 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
THE 11TH HOUR 
(PG) Daily 7:00 9:00, Sat-Sun 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 


2950 Calaary Trail, 496-6977 
BECOMING JANE 
(PG) Fri, Tue-Thu 7:00, 9:40; Sat-Mon 1:10, 
4:00, 7:00, 9:40 
NO RESERVATIONS 
(PG) Fri,Tue-Thu 6:55, 9:25; Sat-Mon 1:40, 
4:15, 6:55, 9:25 
THE INVASION 
(14A) Dally 7:20, 9:50 
THE LAST LEGION 
(PG, violence) Fri, Tue-Thu 7:10, 9:35; Sat- 
Mon 1:20, 3:50, 7:10, 9:35 
HOT ROD 
(PG (course language, not recommended 
for young children) Fri,Tue-Thu 6:35, 9:45; 
‘Sat-Mon 1:50, 4:05, 6:35, 9:45. 
sicko 
(PG) Daily 6:45, 9:20 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END 
(PG, Violence, not recommended for young 
children) Fri,Tue-Thu 8:30; Sat-Mon 1:00, 
4:25, 8:30 
HEY BABY 
(PG) FriTue-Thu 6:30, 8:45; Sat-Mon 3:30, 
6:30, 8:45 
BRATZ 
{G) Sat-Mon 1:20, 3:45 
UNDERDOG 
(PG) Sat-Mon 1:45, 3:40 


[GRANDIN THEATRE _| THEATRE 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 


FILM 


SUPERBAD 

(18A, coarss language, crude content, sub- 
Stance abuse) Daily 12:55 3:00 5:05 7:15 
9:25 

HAIRSPRAY 

(PG) Dally 12:45 7:00 

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 

(PG) Daily 2:55 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 

(14A) Dally 4:45 9:15 

BALLS OF FURY 

(PG, not recommended for young children) no 
passes Dally 1:15 3:15 5:15 7:10 9:05 
HALLOWEEN 

(18A, brutal violence, gory scenes) No pass: 
85 Dally 1:00, 3:05 5:10 7:20 9:30 

MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY 

(G) No passes Daily 1:30 3:30 5:25 7:20 
9:30 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
BALLS OF FURY 
(PG, not recommended for young children) 
Dally 1:10, 3:15, 7:05, 9:25 
HALLOWEEN 
(18A, brutal violence, gory scenes) Dally 
1:00, 3:30, 7:00, 9:30 
WAR 
(18A) Daily 9:15 
MR.BEAN'S HOLIDAY 
(G) Daily 12:55, 3:25, 7:10, 9:25 
STARDUST 
(PG, frightening scenes, not recommended 
for chikdreq) Daily 1:05, 3:30, 6:55 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 


Camrose, 780-608-2144 
HALLOWEEN 
(184, brutal violence, gory scenes) Daily 
6:55, 9:10 Sat-Sun 1:55, 
BALLS OF FURY 


(PG, not recommended for young children) 
Daily 7:05 9:15 Sat-Sun 2:05 


SUPERBAD 

(184, coarse language, crude content, sub- 
‘stance abuse) Daily 6:50 9:05 Sat-Sun 1:05 
MR.BEAN’S HOLIDAY 

(G) Bally 7:10, 9:20 Sat-Sun 2:10 

THE NANNY DIARIES 

(PG, course language) Dally 7:00, Sat-Sun 
2:00 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM. 

(14A) Daily 9:00 


MAGIC LANTERN-SPRUCE GROVE 


205 Main St. Spruce Grove, 972-2332 
THE NANNY DIARIES 

(PG, course language) Dally 7:00, Sat-Sun 
2:00 

RUSH HOUR 3 

(PG course language, not recommended for 
young children) Daily 9:00 


9828-101A Ave, 
Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 


CLOSED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 5 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2223 

HALLOWEEN 
(18A, brutal violence, gory scenes) Daily 
2:00, 5:00, 7:40, 10:45 
DEATH SENTENCE 
(18A, Violence) no passes Daily 1:00, 3:50, 
7:00, 9:30 
MR. BEAN’S HOLIDAY 
(G) Daily 12:10, 2:20, 4:30, 6:40, 9;00 Stars 
and Strollers screening: Tus 1:00 
WAR 
(1BA) Daily 2:10, 5:10, 7:50, 10:40 
THE NANNY DIARIES 
(PG, course language) Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:05, 
9:50 
SUPERBAD 
(18A, coarse language, crude content, sub- 
stance abuse) Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20 
THE INVASION 
(14) Dally 9:55 
RUSH HOUR 3 
(PG course language, not recommended for 
young children) Dally 12:30, 2:50, 5:20, 8:00, 
10:30 
STARDUST 
(PG, frightening scenes, not recommended 
for children) Daily 4:10, 7:15, 10:10 
THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 
(14A) Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 10:00 
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 
(PG) Daily 12:45, 3:00, 5:30, 8:10, 10:25 
HAIRSPRAY 
(PG) Dally 12:50, 3:30, 6:20, 9:10 


HARRY POTTER AND TH 
THE PHOENDC IE ORDER OF 


(PG, Frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 12:40, 3:40, 6:50 
| NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHU 

AND LARRY ok 


(144) FRI-Thu 4225, 10:15 
TRANSFORMERS 

(PG, Violence, Not recommended for young 
children) Daily 1:20, 7:10 : 
RATATOUILLE 

(G) Daity 1:30 

BALLS OF FURY 

(PG, not recommended for young chikiren) 
Daily 12:20, 2:20, 4:50, 7:45, 10:05 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 
2 DAYS IN PARIS 
(144, sexual content, coarse language) Daily 
7:00 Sat-Mon 1:00 
BECOMING JANE 
(PG) Daily 9:00, Sat-Mon 3:00 
CLOSE TO HOME 
(14A) Dally 7:10 9:10 Sat-Mon 2:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


Movie dates for Thu Aug. 30 only 

WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
MR.BEAN’S HOLIDAY 
(G) No passas, in RWC; Daily 12:10, 2:30, 
4:50, 7:50, 10:10 
SUPERBAD 
(18A, coarse language, crude content, suits 
stances abuse) Daily 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:30 
RUSH HOUR 3 
(PG course language, not recommended for 
young children) Deily 12:00, 2:20, 4:45, 8:00, 
10:15 
THE INVASION 
(14) Dally 1:00, 4:00, 6:50, 9:30 
THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 
(14A) Daily 12:45, 4:49, 7:45, 10:45 
1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY 
(14A) Fri-Wed 12:30, 3:30, 7:25, 10:40; Thu 
12:30, 3:30,10:40 
WAR 
(18A) Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:00 
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 
(PG) Daily 12:15, 2:40, 5:00, 7:40, 10:10 
THE NANNY DIARIES 
{PG, course language) Fri-Tue,Thu 1:10, 
4:10, 7:10, 9:50; Wed 1:00, 4:10, 7:10, 9:50 


TRANSFORMERS (PG, Violence, Not rec- 
‘ommended for young children) Fri-Sat,Mon- 
Thu 12:20, 3:20, 6:45, 10:20; Sun 12:20, 
6:45, 10:20 

STARDUST 

(PG frightening scenes, not recommended 
for children) Daily 12:50, 3:50, 7:15, 10:25 


THE INVASION 
{14A) Daily 1:00, 4:00, 6:50, 9:30 


HAIRSPRAY 

(PG) Fri-Sat,Tue 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40; 
Sun-Mon 12:40, 3:40, 9:40 

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX: IMAX 3D 

(PG, Frightening seanes, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 
10;00 

WWE: SUMMERSLAM 

(STC) Sun 6;00 

BALLS OF FURY 

(PG, not recommended for young chikdren) 
Wed-Thu 1:40, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


DEATH SENTENCE 

(18A, violence) no passes Daily 12:40, 3:15, 
5:40, 8:10, 10:40 

HALLOWEEN 

(18A, brutal violencs, gory scenes) Daily 
1,00, 4:30, 8:00, 10:45 

MR. BEAN’S HOLIDAY 

(G) Daily 12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7;00, 9:15 


THE NANNY DIARIES 

(PG, course language) Fri-Sat,Mon-Thu 1:20, 
4:20, 7:20, 9:45; Sun 1:20, 2:40, 7:20, 9:45 
WAR 

(18A) Fri-Sat,Mon-Thu 1:45, 4:45, 8:15, 
10:45; Sun 1:45, 4:45, 10:45 


SUPERBAD 

(18A, coarse language, crude content, sub 
étance abuse) Daily 2:00, 5:00, 7:45, 10:30 
RUSH HOUR 3 

{PG course language, not recommended for 
young children) Daily 12:45, 3:00, 5. 20, 
7:50, 10:16 

STARDUST 

(PG not recommended for young chidren) 
Dally 12:50, 3:45, 6:40, 9:30 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 

(14A) Daily 1210, 4:00, 7:10, 10:10 

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 

(PG) Daity 12:15, 2:30, 5:10, 7:30, 9:40 


HAIRSPRAY 
(PG) Daily 12:20, 3:10, 6:30, 9:10 


1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY ia 

(14A) Daily 1:50, 4:50, 7:40, 10:20 

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF 
THE PHOENIX 

(PG, Frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 12:10, 3:20, 6:50 
9:50 

TRANSFORMERS 

(PG. Violenca, not recommended § 
children) Daly 12:30, 3:40, 6:45, 
RATATOUILLE 7 
(G) Fri-Mon,Wed-Thu 1:39, 4:10, 20 

Tue 4:10, 6:45, 9:20 Stars a 
screening: Tua 1:00 3:10 
TO YUMA 

(STC) Sun 7:00 

BALLS OF FURY 

(PG, not recommended for young children! 
Dally 1:40, 4:15, 7:15, 10:15 


| —SSWESTMALLS 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
KNOCKED UP 
(184 sexual con 
Sat-Sun 1:05, 3 
DADDY DAY CAMP 
(PG) FriMon 4:40, 6:4 
4:40, 6:40; Tue-Thu 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END 
PG, Violence, not recommended for 
children) Fri,Mon 4:45, 8:30; Sat-Sun 1: 
4/45, 8:30; Tue-Thu 6:30 
FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SIL- 
VER SURFER 
(PG, frightening scenes) Daily 7: 
1408 
(14A, frightening scenes) 
EVAN ALMIGHTY 
(G) Fri, Mon 5:00, 7, 
2:50, 5:00, 7:10, 9:2 
OCEAN'S THIRTEEN 
(PG) Daily 8:45 
SHREK THE THIRD 
(PG) Fri Mon 4°30, 645; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
2:30, 4:30, 6:45; Tue-Thu 6:45 
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD 
(144 violenoa) FRI, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:45; Sat-Sun 
12:55, 3:45, 7:00, 9:45 


ONCE 
(144) Fri, Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:00; Sat-Sun 1:15 
3:30, 6:30, 8:00 


SURF'S UP 
(G) Fri.Mon 4:50; Sat-Sun 12:45, 2:45, 


| 
WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd. 455-8725 


HALLOWEEN 

(184, brutal violence, gory sce 
4:00, 3:45, 7:05, 9:35; Tua-Thu 
THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 

(14A) Fri 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Mon 1:10, 3:35, 
6:45, 9:30; Tue-Thu 6:45, 9:30 


THE SIMPSONS MOVIE 


15, 9:30 


Daily 9:10 


r-Mon 


(PG) Fri-Mon 1:30, 3:25, 7:15; Tue-Thu 7:15 
AUSH HOUR 3 

(PG course language, not recommended for 
young children) Daily 9:15 


THE NANNY DIARIES 
(PG, course language) Fri, Tue-Thu 6:55, 
9:25; Sat-Mon 1:15, 3:30, 6:55, 9:25 
SHREK THE THIRD 
(PG) Toonie Matinee Fri 1:20 
EVAN ALMIGHTY 
(PG) Toonie Matinee Fri 


| WETASKIWIN CINEMAS i 
780-352-3922 
BALLS OF FURY 


(PG. not recommen 
Daty 1:05, 3:20, 7 


SUPERBAD 

(18A, coarse language, crude content, sub- 
stance abuse) Daily 1:00 3:25 7:00 9:25 
HALLOWEEN 

(184A, brutal violence, gory scenes) Daily 
7:10, 3:30, 7:10, 9:30 

WAR 

(1A) Daily 9:15 

STARDUST 

(PG, frightening scenes, net recommended 
for chidren) Daily 1:05, 3°30, 6:55 


for young children) 
5, 9:20 
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‘SEE MORE OF OUR PHOTOSHOOT 
~~ PLUS RESULTS FROM OUR 
- FREAKY SURVEY! __ 


PETE YORN / 35 — 


ART BRUT / 36 
JANE VAIN / 39 


“When you start toscream/ 
That's when you apply the cream” 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

N writing this preview for the Last 
[= the Bad Men, it’s difficult not 

to lead with talk of crabs—and not 
the crustacean type, either. 

To not talk about the music first, 
however, hardly seems fair to the all- 
out punk that the band delivers. Not 
only does the Bad Men’s 2006 debut 
Nowhere is Safe hit you squarely in the 
Spot it’s supposed to, it’s also the kind 
of stuff that wouldn’t have seemed 
out of place back in the punk’s earlier 
days. And it’s relevant today. 

These boys don’t spend a lot of 
time singing about stomped hearts on 
the boulevard of broken dreams 4 la 
pop punk. No, the band—made up of 
the Flying Godoy twins, Art and Steve 
(if you know your sk8er boi history, 
that should have you excited) on gui- 
tar and drums, Radio Birdman’s Deniz 
Tek also on guitar, the Daggers’ Troy 
Zak on bass, and The Curb Slappy's 
Danny Creadon—thankfully has a lot 
more to say than that. 

Art Godoy and | agree, however, that 
good punk has always been a bit more 
underground, anyway. And the only 
time that the Vancouver resident and 
tattoo artist seems at a loss for words is 
when he tries to describe what has 
become of the kind of music he has 
been digesting and inhabiting since he 
and his brother began their love affair 
with punk and skateboarding back in 


SAT, SEP (9 PM) 


= | LAST OF THE BAD MEN 
ee | BACKORAUGHT PUB, $6 


[= 


the late ‘70s—probably starting out on 
fibreglass banana boards. 

“| don’t even know where to start,” 
he says. “It’s become hybrids, ya 
know. Combined with ... I don’t even 
know, couldn't even tell you. It’s just 
lost its edge. 

“Nowadays, it’s not even about the 
music or the attitude—it’s become so 
mainstream. What they define as 
punk anyway.” 


BUT WHEN YOU hear Nowhere is Safe, 
not only do you hear the real deal, you 
also hear the experience behind the 
project. After all, Tek and the Godoy 
brothers have been slinging out the 
hardcore since the ‘70s and ‘80s. 

In the early ‘90s, Art and Steve 
were members of up-and-coming OC 
band the Exploding Fuck Dolls, with 
the likes of Sublime, Pennywise and 
No Doubt opening gigs for them. But 
fame is fickle, and the band never 
quite got the recognition that some of 
its California contemporaries got. 
While Godoy is certainly over it, he 
admits that there used to be some bit- 
terness to memories of those times. 

“Well, it used to be a lot worse, 


because you carry the bitterness for 
a little while,” he says. “Like when 
you play in Berkeley and you see 
members of who would later 


' become Green Day standing in the 


audience with dreadlocks and long 
shorts—not punk—and then the next 
year, they're doin’ what you're 
doin’—it’s like man, ya know?" 

Godoy reasons with some of the 
personal problems the group was 
having at the time, but one could 
argue that the band was simply not 
cut from a cloth that could be easily 
assimilated into the quilt of main- 
stream culture. You can imagine 
record execs in the upper echelons 
of the biz pushing for a name 
change from the Exploding Fuck 
Dolls (“How about Exploding 
Blowup Dolls? Or better yet, just 
Exploding Dolls?") 

But, then, if you look at the man’s 
history of band names, you'd know 
that he might just be a firm believer in 
the laws of first impressions. One of 
the first bands the Godoy twins were 
in was called the Crabs, after all. 

“My brother and I started playing in 
about ‘84 or '85,” Art Godoy says. 
“Just silly bands, you know, like the 
Crabs ... but it was ‘cause the start of 
our names—with Charlie, Ricky, Art, 
Brian and Steve—so it was, like, cool. 
Plus a couple of the members had 
crabs before." v 
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JEL JCL PRODUCTIONS UPCOMING SHOWS 


Miracle Fortress 


Wednesday November 21 


'OSt. West Edmonton Mall Edmonton, AB 


Tickets at Listen, Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Acoustic Drum Shop & Ticketmaster 


TheWeakerthans 


with guests THE LAST TOWN CHORUS 


Wednesday October 10, 2007 (atmoat sald out) 
& Thursday October 11, 2007 (on sale now) 


Myer Horo 


WED OCTOBER 3 


AT THE STARLITC ROOM 


FRI OCTOBER 5 


AT VELVET UNDERSROUND 


OCTOBER 12 


THE BESNARD LAKES 


WITH THE BYLOZOISTS & TEAM BUILDING 


IAN TOOGOOD & PANGINA 
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FAC YOUR FREE LISTINGS TD 426.2889 
OB EMAL GLENYS AT 
LUSTINGES@VUEWERIYCOM 

DEADL INE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage: 9pm 


BLACKSPOT CAFE The Last Scene with 
guest 


BLIND PIG Moosehead Thursday New 
Age open stage hosted by West of 
Winnipeg 


(CENTURY CASINO Dr. Hook 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 


DRUND Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open stage: 
hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 


DOK SHORTS Music trivia with Colin 
‘end Ed from Almost Famous 


FOUR ROOMS Audrey Ochoa, 8pm 
HULBERT'S Flon Taylor (folk), 8pm, $5 


‘THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, 
fo cover; Spm 


AAMBEERS PUB Thursday open jam; 7- 
Vip 


J AMD Bt BAR AND GRILL Open stage 
with the Poster Boys (pop/rock/bives), 
B30pm-12:30am 


JULIAITS PLANO 
LOUIS Graham Lawrenes (jazz piano) 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by Wild 
Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


POLISH HALL Sex Party, Martyr index, 
Spm-1pm, $12 


RIVER CREE CASINO Redbone with 
Dalles Arcand 


TEDDY'S Doltar Poo! Fools 


URBAN LOUNGE/OME ON WHYTE 6- 
Movies 


WILD WEST SALOOW Jo Hikk 
THE WUNDERBAR 


Edmonton Paul (Soulodre) and Friends 


DJS 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Benny Benassi, 
Spm: tickets available at TicketMaster 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub. trip hop, 
tounge, electro with DJ Lazer Beam 
GILLY BOB'S LOUNGE E=capack 
Entertainment 

BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Thursdays: 
Ds spin on two levels 

BUDDY'S Wer underwear contest with 
Mia Fellow, midnight. DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 

ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich Thursday: 
top 40, country 


mychi love 
muchi 


y SO Mychi 
ae so muchi love yt 
you So muchi love you 
you So muchi love 
gov So muchi love you So much j 


PREVUE / TUE, SEP 6 (9 PM) / SWITCHBLADE VALENTINES / NEW CITY, $10 
| guess in this town, they both go straight to your heart. 


FILTHY BcHASTY'S Punk Rock Bingo 
with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite; Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ Mark 
Stevens; Spm 


WEW CITY | Love ‘80s Thursdays; 9pm 
{door}; no cover 


EW CITY Bride of Bingo Thursdays: 
hosted by Dexter Nebula and Anarchy 
Adam; no minors; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salssholic Thursdays: 
Dance lessons at 8pm; Salsa DJ to fol- 
low 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM 
‘SOUTH Retro to New: classic rock, 

A&B, urban and dance with DJ Mike; 
Spm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
Thursdays: breaks. electro house spun 
by Pl residents 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock. pop, hip 
hop with DJ Kelty 


‘THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring host- 
8s Dr. Laxexi Tronic, Drag Kings and 
Queens, burlesque and rotating game 
shows, bands upstairs monthly 


‘STANDARD D.) Danny Howells (UK); 
tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VeLvET NAMES 
WLCM: DJ Nik 7 of Shout Out Out Out 
Out; 8pm (door); no cover unless indicat- 
od 


you So much ! 


PREVUE / THU, AUG 30 & FRI, AUG 31 (8 PM) 
/ DR HOOK / CENTURY CASINO, $29.95 
Look guys, ! don't make jokes about tough 
looking dudes with eye patches. 


MUSIC WEE! 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


THE CARROT Terry Morrison (folk 
music), 7pm 


CASINO EDMONTON Sloepers 
(pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Catalyst 
(Caribean) 


FOUR BOOMS Audrey Ochoa, 8pm, $5 


FRESH START Fob Heath with Ellie 
and Spencer Heath 5:30-8:30pm, no 
cover 


HULBERT'S Lab Hands Trio (jaz), 8pm, 
$s 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, 
no caver, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock band, 9- 
2am 


gamers CAFE Stephen Calbome, jazz, 
$i 


JEXYLL AMD HYDE PUB Headwind 
{Classic rock) 9:30pm 


SUUIAITS PIANO BAR-CHATEAU 
LOURS Graham Lawrence (jazz piano) 
ON THE ROCKS Rati Poison 

‘STARLITE ROOM Desiderata with 


Ghost House, Baby Control and Animal 
Names, 8pm, $10 


TOUCH OF CLASS 

TEAU LOUIS Jude 
Blendin (pop) 
URBAN O08 WHYTE 
Mustard Smile 


a 


VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
Mutators (ex- Radio City Radio Squad) 
pt he he le 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday. Funky breaks, funky house, funky 
‘tunes with Phife and friends: 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with Dus and 
vere Intemational special quest 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin on 
the main floor and on the Wooftop. 


BOOTS Aatro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
Tineup, no cover before 10pm. 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare '60s and 
‘70s progressive rock, disco, and elec- 
‘tronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


ESMERALDA’S DJ Jimmy Friday: 8pm 
{door} 


FEVER Global Fridays: RAB, hip hop, 
reggae, reggaeton and mash-up 


FLUID LOUNGE Steve Aoki 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
tracks, rock, retro with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALD Mod Club: indie rock, new wave, 
Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with DJ Blue 
Jay, DU Travy D; no cover before 10pm; 
$5 {after 10pm) 


KHZ A-Rock and Hatchmatik with Merk 
Meny and DJ Echo featuring Bailefunk, 
Electro, Booty, Ghettotech, Bmore, Juke 
and all other serious party jams; 9pm 
{door}; $10 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday- 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and elec- 
tro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


MEW EITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! with 
DJs Code Red, Barry Black, Nok 
Rofeelya, Squirrelly B; no minors; 8pm 
(door): $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Our 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofeverthing/in 
dy with DJs Jebus and Anarchy Adam 
{from CSR's Your Weekly AA Meeting): 
G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM 
‘SOUTH Retro to New: classic rock, 
BB, urban and dance with DJ Mikee; 
Spm-2am: no cover 

RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie rock 
‘and Brit pop with DJ Readymade Flyboy 
THE ROOST Fridays All Request Dance 
Party: with DJ Jazzy with rotating 
shows every week; $4 (member/$8 
{non-member} 

ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa- 
Merengue-Bachata-House-Reggeaton- 
Urban-Old School with BJ Spice 

BUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday resi- 
dent DJ Luke Morrison 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12midnight 

STOLL Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Flashback: 
house/hard with Johnny Dangerous, 
Andy Inertia, guests; 1-7am 

URBAM FRAT Funktion Fridays 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no cover 


V AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AMD GILL Jason 
Greeley 

AMS CAFE Toby 

THE BACKDRAUGHT PUB Tho Last of 


the Bad Men. Fat Dave Crime Wave, 
The Daggors. 8pm, $7 


BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE DJ Foxi 
Roxi, OJ Fuego, and DJ Jose Jose: free 
dance classes 830-10pm 


Se ce arc a 
j 4-6pm; no cover acoustic every 
Saturday afternoon; Coco Love Acorn 


CASINO EDMONTON Sleepers 
(pop/rock) 


(CASINO YELLOWHEAD Catalyst 
{Caribean) 


as ROCK-ST. ae Seturday 
howease open stage: hasted 

Carmen Cook, Simon Bennett ie the 

Castle Rockers; 39pm 

DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage, all 
‘egos; 2-6pm 

FOUR ROOMS Audrey Ochoa, 8pm, $5 
HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK S21 top 
fap groups; Spm. 

Poe Lab Hands Trio (jazz), 8pm, 
‘THE IVORY CLUB Live dueling pianos, 
no cover, 

JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 3- : 
7:30pm; country/rock band Spm-2am_ 

SEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 

(Classic rock} 9:30pm 


JULIAN'S PLANO BAR—CHATEAU 
LOUIS Dennis Begoray (piano- jazz-pop) 
O°BYRNE’S Chris Wynters and Scott 
Peters; 3pm no cover 

OM THE ROCKS Ratt Poison 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 
Open stage: Hosted by Jenny Joy every 
Saturday,Spm 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
AUDITORIUM Irshad Khan (surbahar 
and sitar), 7:30pm, $20 


ROYAL COACH DINING ROOM 
CHATEAU LOUIS Peter Polujin (classi- 
cal guitar) 
TOUCH OF CLASS 

LOUIS Jude 
Blendin (pop) 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Jane Vain 
and the Dark Matter with Iiifit Outfit 
‘and The Central Lions, 8pm. $10 


WILD WEST SALOON Jo Hikk 


CLASSICAL 


HAWRELAK PARK Edmonton 


‘Symphony Orchestra: Symphony Under 
os Sky with The Arrogant Worms, $17- 
6 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Saturdays: 
Top 40 with DJ Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on two 
levels 

BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 
free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 
DECADANCE Soul Heaven Saturdays: 


Funky house and break bestz with DJs 
T-Bass, Femme Funk and local/interna- 


tronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


FLUID LOUNGE Gone Gold 
Mash-Up: with Harmen B and DJ Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
tracks, rock, retro with DJ Damian 


GINGUA Soul Out Saturdays 


HALO House music with Junior Brown, 
Luke Morrison, and Nestor Delano. 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday: DJ 
Groovy Cuvy and guests 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Heaven 
and Hell Saturdays: with DJ Naz 
Nomad; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS The Legend 
Continuas...Saturday Sucks: with Dus 
Nik Rofeelya and Blue Jay (Mod Club), 
SS) 


(OM THE ROCKS DJ Shawnibis and DJ 
Donjuan 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 
Suggestive Saturdays: breaks electro 
house spun by Pi residents. 


RED STAR Indie rock. hip hop, rock, 
indie rock, with S Master F. Loopin’ the 
od 


upstairs, $4 (memberl/$S (non-member) 


‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Roller 
‘Skating Disco: Top 40 request with a 
mix of retro and disco; 1-Spm and 7pm- 
12 midnight 
STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, A&B, 
house with People’s DJ 


‘and Wizard, Weekly Oh Snap! Residents 
Degree, All out DJs and more, 9pm 


Ma pen oe a 
hard NAG/trance/funky is, 
TDA, Big Daddy, STX Tweek: 1am-Bam 


\WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and Local 
Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Pau! Maddox. under- 


MUSIC 


;, On the Brink, 7pm, all 
ages, $12 
BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie Jam: Open 
stage for all; 9:30pm: no cover 
OM THE ROCKS Ratt Poison 
(OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor (8-11pm) 
RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL The Red 
Ants {jazzy A&B) every Sunday; 7-11pm) 


ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage featur- 
ing the Digs/Mike McDonald altemate 
weeks; 9-12 


CLASSICAL 


HAWRELAK PARK Edmonton 
Orchestra: Symphony Under 
the Sky with Les BOcherons, $17-$26 


DIS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL Industry 
bi Improv, Jameoki and 
tim 


‘THE BANK ULTRALOUNGE Max 
Greham with Luke Morrison.. $15 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons with Phil Got To Give It Up: 
Main Floor: funk, soul. Motown, and 
diseo with DJ Red Dawn; 2-7pm 
BUDDY'S MIGHTCLUB Rotating drag 
shows: DJ WestGoastBabyDaddy 
GINGUR SKY Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays 


WHERE THEY ARE 


449-7468 = CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Argyll Rd, 
CATALYST THEATRE CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 * CHRISTOPHER’: 


AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 » JEKYLL 
HAAR THEATRE Grant MacEwan College, 10045-1656 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway 
T FRANCOPHONE 8627-91 St * LB’S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 » LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 


SALOON 12912-50 St, 476-3388 * WINSPEAR 
8120-101 St, 436-5586 © XWRECKS 10143-50 St. 466-8069 * Y. 
YESTERDAYS 


Pub 112, 205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert. 459-0295 » ZENARY'S 10180-101 St. 423-5409 * 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DDG FREEHOUSE Best in 
Show Mini Music Festival featuring AA 
‘Sound System, The Frosted Tipz, The 
Secretaries and more, 2-10pm, no cover 


IVORY CLUB Open Mic Mondays: music 
and comedy, 8pm 


LB'S PUB House band; 820pm-1am; no 
cover 


WEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Nastrillo 
Pussy with Get Down 

(NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
‘Claveria (samba to Bolero) every Monday 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 
Acoustic Instrumental Old Time Fiddle 
Jam hosted by the Wild Rase Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 


Tickle; 8°30-11:30pmy no cover 


CLASSICAL 


HAWRELAK PARK Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra; Symphony Under 


‘the Sky with Scott Meak $17-$26 


DIS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 


Service Industry Night: no minors; 3pm- 
2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays: with OJ Penny Tentiary 
BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest with 
Mia Fellow, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY MeHASTY'S Metal Mondays: 
with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


(MEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Munch 
‘on Metal Mondays: no minors 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical talent 
with Du Angus 


Ave * PEPPER'S SPORTS BAR & GRILL 
‘Ave © PLANET INDIGO - ST, ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * 
PRISM BAR & GRILL 10524-101 
RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP} 7th Fi, Student 
CAFE 10088-108 St, 429-0701 * RITCH 
1357 * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-S 


8510-95 Ave * THE STUDIO 951 
teau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * 
0018-105 St * URBAN FRAT 10220-103 St * 
WESTWOOD UNITARIAN CHURCH 11135-65 Ave * 
‘CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 * WOODCROFT 
10028-102 St, 994-3256, www.yafterhours.com * 

‘THE CARROT 9351 118 Avenue 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


CASTLE ROCK PUB Moosehand 
Freeway Jam. Hosted by Mark Ammar, 
Noel Mackeruie, and Dale Collins: 
8:30pm-Tam 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open stage 
HAZELDEAN HALL Drum ‘n’ Danes jam: 
6.30-8.30pm, $10 (door) 
LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted 

Gary Thomas “i La 


OBYBME'S Caltic Jar with Shannon 
Johnson and friends; 80pm, 


RIVER CREE CASINO Lee Greenwood 


DIS 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Tuesdays: DJs spin on the main level 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, OJ 
Arrowchatet 


~ ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, A&B 
with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyto Ave) Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8-10pm 


- alll 
PREVUE / SUN, SEP 2 (6 


LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: Laird 

; popular house 
beats with DU Kevin Wong 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AMD AMD 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
Fequest with @ mix of retro and disco; 
Tpe-12 midnight 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Every 
Tuesday with DJ Generic (Hipster 
Twister) and guests, Spm, na cover 
charge 


WUNDERBAR Swoet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter Gulch 
Wednesdays 


DOE SHORTS Mary Thomas Band fea- 
turing Brian Petch on guitar 


IDOLER'S ROOST Linte Flower open 
stage; 7:30pm (door); $2 


/ MAX GRA- 


HAM / THE BANK, $15.90 

Every time | meet a guy named Max, | can’t 
help but wonder how ol’ Max Headroom is 
doing. Does he think about me? 


ACQUIRED TASTE TEA COMPANY 12323-102 Ave * ALBERTA AVE COMMUNITY LEAGUE HALL 9210-118 Ave * 

ALICE HOTEL 5078-50 St, Camrose, 672-2124 « ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St (429-1655, 

420-1757, 428-1414) « ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 * ATLANTIC TRAP 
AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 » AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 * AXIS CAFE 10249 Jasper Ave, 
990-0031 « B SCENE STUDIOS 8212-104 Sts BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 * THE BANK ULTRA 
LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 * BEAVERHILLS PARK Jasper Ave, 105 
St « BEERHUNTER PUB 7522-178 St * BEERHUNTER PUB - ST. ALBERT 386 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert * BELL AND 
COURT PUB 200, 10A Main Blvd. Sherwood Park « BELLEROSE BREAKDOWN 49 Giroux Road, St. Albert * BEU- 
LAH ALLIANCE CHURCH 17504 98A Ave ® BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 
* BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 « THE BLACKSPOT 15120A Stony Plain Rd, 481-SPOT (7768) * 
BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON 
WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 » BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St » BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BORDEN 
PARK BAND SHELL 73 St, 112 Ave * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, 
Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 * CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St, 438-1812 » CAFFREY'S 1-99 Wye Rd, Sherwood Park, 

463-9467 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-8766 * 

'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CLOVERDALE 

Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0801 * COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC SOCI- 

is Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * CROWNE PLAZA CHATEAU 


CENTRE WEM Phase Ill, 489-SHOW * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, 
FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FIRST BAP- 


‘9924-110 St * STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438-2682 * STANLEY A. MiL- 


1. Albart Trail, 460-1122 « ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT 
50 * ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St, 482-2589 * ROSSDALE HALL 
‘Ave * RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 
RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Avo, 
INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 


ROOUGARZ PUB Open stage 
Wieccnodeys hosted by eck 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


MEW CITY COMPOUND New Jacobin 
lub, Naytur 


OGYRNE'S Chris Wynters and quests, 
‘9:30pm no cover 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 
Acoustic Bluegrass Jam Presented by the 
Northern Bluegrass Circle Music Society 
‘every Wednesday evening 
ee ea 

bry Night Live: Open stage for 
comedians, musicians and bands: hosted 
by Barbara May; 7pm (set-up}, 8-10pm 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAA Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House with 
Nic-E and Smoov 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Stanley 
Carroll sping on the Wooftop: Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays Main Floor: Best 
Rides. Worst Wrecks... no cover roots 
music every Wednesday with DJ Buster 
Friendly; live music once a month 


CAFE Dialogue 


Wednazday 


BUDOY'S Hump day with DJ Sexy 
Sean 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 

FLUED LOUNGE Wodnesday Rock This 
‘THE FOX Wind-up Wednesdays 
LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&S with OJ 
Spincycle 

WHEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE Robobot 
DY 3000 


WOK DIAMOND'S Punk and "80s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Funk 'n’ Soul; funk, soul, 
disco. nu jazz, reggae, hip hop with Cool 
Curt Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo: 
STAMDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 
STOLL'S Wild Cherry: Housa/garage 
with Tripswitch, Rezidnt Funk, fusion 
with Steve Velocity 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Every 
Wednesday with the JBOTS Indie Mod 
Rock Dance Party! 8pm, no cover 
charge (unless indicated) 
WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with new 
DJ; no cover 


-7649 * ST. BASIL'S CULTUR- 
1B 11012 


ONE 


PH:43°7-7699 


ON Wyre www:resouronwnyrecom 


ALL OF THE GREAT LIVE MUSIC YOU'VE 
COME 10 EXPECT FROM THE URBAN 
LOUNGE IN A SWEET NEW LIVE VENUE! 


FRIDAY 
AUG 31 


MUSTAR 


10544-82 AVE. 
PH:437-7699 


Pwrww. Tris ONEONWHYTE.COM 


AUG.30 = SEPT 5, 2007 
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Pete Yorn is dancing 
the night away 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
€ all know someone who has life by 
We family jewels, who is on their way 
to being at the top of their game and 
who we very likely envy. 

Singer-songwriter Pete Yorn might be like 
that person. He didn’t even have a record out 
before Peter Farrelly was calling him to ask him 
not only for a couple of songs but also to score 
the “gentle to mental” Me, Myself and Irene. 

Now, seven years and three albums later, 
Yorn has shared the stage with the likes of the 
Foo Fighters and the Dixie Chicks, as well as 
added to the soundtracks of more than a hand- 
ful of films and TV shows. 

Oh yeah, and he got to do a set of Stooges 
covers with Iggy Pop. 

“That was very cool,” Yorn admits over the 
phone from a tour stop in Cincinnati. “Thanks 
for reminding me, actually. 

“It was great to meet him, and I remember we 
rehearsed a couple of days before he showed 
up—and I remember what was really cool about 
him,” he continues. “First of all, he was really 
down to earth, but when we were rehearsing 
the songs, he didn’t want to get them too per- 
fect. Like we would do them once, and then 
he'd be, like, ‘Alright, alright. Let’s save it for the 
show, save it.’ And I kind of like that approach. 
Especially with rock ‘n’ roll.” 


SO THINGS ARE going really well for Yorn. As he 
points out, though many of us forget the 
amount of time and effort that go into these 
successful moments. 

“When I first moved out there [to California 
from New Jersey], | was, like, 21 years old, and! 
didn’t know anything about the music biz," Yorn 


THU, SEP 6 (7:30 PM) 


aa 

= | PETE YORN 

coe | WITH CROWDED HOUSE LIAM FINN 
— | JUBILEEAUDITORIUM, $49.50 -$79.50 


says. “I thought I was going to get a record deal 
right away. First of all, I thought that was the 
most important thing, and second of all, I just 
thought, ya know, I was the greatest thing ever. 

“I'm, like, ‘Oh, they're going to hear my music 
out there, play a couple of gigs and get signed. 
Cut to four years later, and nothing's happening, 
and you're just, like, ‘Oh shit, it’s really hard!” 

“I tour pretty much constantly, and I just stay 
focused on working at it,” he continues. “I just 
know that it takes hard work, focus and disci- 
pline— much more than anyone on the outside 
world really understands—at least for me, anyway. 
For me, it takes a lot of discipline, but I love it.” 

His tour schedule might be one of the reasons 
he wasn’t too happy about the three-year lag 
between 2003's Day ! Forgot and last year’s 
Nightcrawler—you need to have fresh merch at 
the table. 

But it’s more than just that for Yorn—you can 
tell that in his straight-up, no-frills rock ‘n’ roll 
as much as in any interview you might come 
across. It’s about music. 

“It’s pretty indescribable to me, but somehow 
it’s able to affect my mood,” he says. “It’s able to 
distract me when I need to be distracted. It's 
able to help me connect with my world in a way 
that talking cannot do, the way that exercise 
cannot do. It enables me to dance at various 
times, and that’s very powerful as well— 
although 1 might do that privately or with people 
I trust. It’s very powerful to me." wv 
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How much is the child support for a 
million little Art Bruts? Probably a lot 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
ince Art Brut blew onto the 
scene with its debut, 2005's 
Bang Bang Rock and Roll, it 

became pretty clear that this UK band 

wouldn't be the creator of “outsider 
art,” as its name implies. 

Lead singer-speaker Eddie Argos 
was “just talking to the kids,” and a lot 
of them were listening. And in spite of 

the inevitably cynical reviews of its 
sophomore release, last June’s It’s a Bit 

Complicated, Art Brut is still turning 

heads, turning folks on to Argos’s 

vain, self-referential lyrics and the 
band's brash Brit-pop musicianship. 

Talking to Argos is a lot like what 
you'd imagine by listening to the 
band's songs—every second or third 
sentence is punctuated by a laugh, 
like you were down at the pub sharing 
a pint or ten. He certainly doesn’t 
want to analyze too deeply what even 
the contrarians over at Pitchfork are 
crowing about his band. 

“| dunno. I don’t want to question 
it, in case it goes away! We're very 
honest and quite immediate ... I 
dunno. ! have no-idea what it is,” he 
says. “I only ever read our reviews if 
they’re in magazines that I would 
read anyways. So they've all been 
good. It seems to be good. They've 
gone over really well live, and stuff.” 


BUT THEN, WHAT'S 10 analyze? since 
he was nine, Argos knew that he 
wanted to be in a band, and he spent 
a number of years trying to learn an 
instrument—any instrument. 

“I bought a guitar when I was nine 
and I tried to learn that, but I couldn't 
do it. Then I bought a keyboard and | 
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couldn't do that either. A flute—that 
didn’t work out. I bought a clarinet— 
or I borrowed a clarinet. That was a 
big step—couldn’t do that either. And 
I thought, alright, I have to be the 
singer. I can do that,” he says laugh- 
ing all the way. “Like Lou Reed—he 
can't sing. I can do that, too. That's 
what I do. I’m not very good at 
singing—at least I can say things.” 

And the kids love it, with some 
even starting up their own “fran- 
chise” of Art Brut. 


“| think Art Brut is a good name for 
a band. I feel bad that we've taken it,” 
Argos explains the Art Brut franchise 
option. “But a friend of Chris—our old 
guitarist—said that we should maybe 
start franchises, so that it would be 
fairer. Bands could take our name and 
add a number to it and they’d be a 
franchise. I wasn’t joking, but | was 
being whimsical, put it on the internet 
and it happened. There’s hundreds of 
them now, millions of Art Bruts every- 
where. So it’s got out of control. 

“They're like kids; they're like my 
kids,” he adds with tongue firmly 
planted in his cheek. “But they’ve 
grown up now and they've left home, 
and I'm not responsible for anything 
that they do.” w 


The sky is alive with the 
sound of music 


SARAH CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 


awrelak Park’s amphitheatre 
will host a musical buffet this 
Labour Day weekend with the 


Edmonton Symphony's annual outdoor 
‘festival, Symphony Under the Sky 
Under the direction of last year’s guest 
conductor, Robert Bernhardt, the ESO is 
tuning up for a four-day string of con- 
certs that promise to satisfy all tastes 

It is for the entire family,” Bern- 
hardt enthuses. “It everything 
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SYMPHONY UNDER THE SKY 

WITHTHE EDMONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
PANEL ETA AMPH 
$1 


excellent opportunity to see the versa- 
tility and stamina of the orchestra as 
it adapts to different styles of music 
from concert to concert. 

The festival premieres Friday with 
a night of Classical favourites such 
as the aforementioned Mendelssohn 
and Tchaikovsky, and featuring the 
ESO's concert master Martin Riseley 
as soloist. Solo displays from various 
ESO members will continue the fol- 
lowing afternoon in a concert high- 
lighting light selections such as 
Leroy Anderson's “Bugler's Holiday” 
and “The Typewriter,” Lerner & 
Lowe's My Fair Lady and The Blue 
Danube waltz by Strass. 


COMEDY 1S ON THE menu for Saturday 


evening with the ESO's special guests 
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the Arrogant Worms, while popular 
music will be centre stage Sunday 
night with a selection of music from 
Hollywood. 

“When we're talking about movie 
music, the impact is on so many differ- 
ent levels because it is intended to be 
visual,” Bernhardt says of the score to 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, 
“The music of John Williams is so finely 
crafted and fits the orchestra so well.” 

Finally, holiday Monday will please 
traditionalists with a performance of 
the 1812 Overture, when those in the 
know bring bells and whistles to com- 
pliment the canons of the Royal Cana- 
dian Artillery. The festival is anchored 
annually by this startling finale, which 
sends all the geese aloft and leaves 
listeners gripping their armrests. 

“1 love it all,” Bernhardt beams. “All 
of this repertoire is important, all of it 
is worthy and I'm incredibly privileged 
to perform it all. This festival is right 
up my alley—it's constantly changing 
and it’s great fun.” w 
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,bet you think this song is about you 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
f it wasn’t evident from her 
| ees withdrawn music, or 
her sheepish, frequently 
apologetic stage manner, a few 
minutes talking to Calgary's 
Jamie Fooks—known to the 


stage as the somewhat anachro-. 


nistic Jane Vain, frontwoman of 
Jane Vain and the Dark Mat- 
ter—reveals the dominant 
aspect of her personality: she’s 
an introvert. 

"It’s just kind of a deep-seat- 
ed insecurity that I've always 
had,” admits Fooks over a cell 
phone while driving through 
Ontario. “I’m kind of overcom- 
ing it with music. I mean, I've 
told myself I'm going to get 
over it so many times before, 
but you sort of have to get over 
it for this. At first | was 
really nervous, just 
kind of assuming that 
people would be sort of 
harsh or judgmental—I 
mean, I’ve been to 
shows and sort of been | 
that way—but forthe | 
most part people want 
you to do well anyway, 
so that kind of helps.” 

Though I can’t speak 
to the rest of her life, 
music is certainly one 
area where Fooks has 


SAT SEP (PM 
JANE VAIN AND 


THE DARK MATTER 
WTR ALLAT OUTFIT CENTRAL LIONS 
VEWET UNDERGROUND Sto 


no reason to be insecure 
Patched-together melodies envel- 
op Fooks's breathy, melancholy 
voice, creating songs haphazardly 
elegant, day-old spider webs still 
shimmering whenever they catch 
light. The frayed charm of her 
songs is catching on, too: in June 
she opened for Cat Power at Cal- 
gary’s Sled Island festival, and 
part of this tour includes a show- 
case in New York. 

Those two facts are made even 
more remarkable by the fact 
Fooks wasn't even writing music 
two years ago—trained as a 


= 
es 


a 


painter, she grew restless and 
searched for another creative out- 
let, settling on music for some 
rather strange reasons. 

“One of the things that really 
attracted me was the way the 
patterns of music looked,” Fooks 
explains. “I'm not really trained in 
music, and | started off using a 
MIDI keyboard, so you could see 
how things would change just by 
shifting scales up and down and 
things like that. I learned to play 
basically through recording, and 
being abie to watch what was 
happening was really incredible.” 


THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT sitting 


in front of a computer with a pair 
of head phones on that seems to 
fit Fooks’s personality slightly bet 
ter than singing in front of an 


audience, and she fully admits 
she's still far more comfortable 
recording than playing—though 
that is, she explains, finally start- 
ing to change 

“This is going to sound kind of 
silly, because it’s the obvious next 
step, but I never really considered 
ever playing for people when |} 
started recording,” she 
eamestly. “There's a kind of 
to recording, you can still sort of 
hide behind it, and it took a lot for 


says 


. me to step out and start playing 


even with the band there 

“| think that’s completely 
changed now, though,” she contin- 
ues. “We had to get little instru- 
ments and bring them with us 
because if | go too long without 
playing, I start to feel sort of 
strange.” w 
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Breaking 
3 | BACKLASH BLUES 


= ROLAND PEMBERTON 
roland@yueweekly com 


| present you with the eternal question: 
why do bands break up? When you see a 
group of people hanging together and 
jamming out meaningful tunes, you can't 
help but fee! positive about the universe. 
It all seems so unlikely in the end: how is 
it possible that four or more humans with 
different values, egos and personalities 
can hold back their perpetual desire to 
solo long enough to lock a groove down? 


Much like real marriages, more than 
half of the bands that get created end in 
divorce. This is the case of Our Mercury, 
the pop-punk ska unit that seemed to 
have the perfect relationship. At what 
could be considered the peak of their 
popularity, the gang decided to hang it 
up. And unlike, say, the retirement of 


up 1s hard to do 


runningback Tiki Barber at age 31, | 
can't imagine Our Mercury's 
vocalist/guitarist, Toronto-bound Ben 
Stevenson, would be content merely 
working as a colour commentator in the 
Ontario indie scene. 

In my conversations regarding this 
hot topic, some have implied that per- 
haps Ben will pop off on the City and 
Colour tip, belting out acoustic ballads 
and melting 13-year-old hearts. While | 
don’t think that’s his hat, maybe he'll 
approach Torontopolis from the perspec- 
tive of a time-worn troubadour. | predict 
his next gig will be playing Zombie Joe 
Strummer in the horror musical The 
Clash Against Humanity. 


THIS YEAR HAS BEEN rife with separa- 
tion. Choke, Fractal Pattern, Drive By 
Punch, Storyboard and the Vertical Struts 
have all broken up recently, and all were 
on what would be considered the up- 
swing of their careers. 


But less likely in a damaged marriage is 
reconciliation. In the case of Youth Brigade, 
its been break up to make up, and, after a 
couple albums as pseudo-political pop act 
Audioslave with Chris Cornell as band- 
leader, the rest of the gang woke up and 
popped Zach De La Rocha back in to 
reunite as Rage Against The Machine. 

Van Halen recently announced their 
rebirth, with Diamond David Lee Roth as 
the frontman. The likelihood of this mar- 
riage lasting the test of time is probably on 
par with the rate of success Penny Hard- 
away getting signed to the Miami Heat to 
play with Shaq again will have. (It's not on. 
Their knees aren't in it anymore.) 

Happy marriages still exist, though. This 
past weekend, Raymond Biesinger, former- 
ly of the Vertical Struts, started a new band 
with Nokomis co-owner Elizabeth Hudson 
that has limitless potential. The group is 
called the Biesingers and it doesn't have 
any songs made yet, but | still think they 
have a bright future ahead of them. w 
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ers bie! Beverly Hills started up Youth Brigade, venting their frustrations through the band’s 
punk rock. Mark, Shawn and Adam Stem kept at it for a few years until splitting up and | 
landing in separate groups, but the brothers ultimately reunited under the Youth Brigade | 
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Formed in Versailles in 1789, the Jacobin Club 
was originally intended to be a moderate political 
club, but quickly became notorious for being 
brains behind the Reign of Terror which the French | 
Revolution devolved into. Formed in 1995 in| 
Saskatoon, the New Jacobin Club has a flair for 
violence and terror, but political revolu 
largely escaped their notice. To their crec 
makeup is slightly better than that of 18t 
ty Frenchmen. —BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
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C'MON 
te LIGHTNING OF AN ALL TIME 
INDEPENDENT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
In essence, the key to rock 
Ne ‘n’ roll is to capture a little bit 
of lightning in a bottle, which 
THIS ROCKS <ounds hard because it is. It 
can be done, though, as evidenced by 
C’mon’s latest release, titled, appropri- 
ately enough, Bottled Lightning of an All 
Time High. And to be sure, both the 
songs and performances live up to the 
name, right from the stomping grind 
of Ian Blurton’s guitar, Katie-Lynn 
Campbell's bass and Dean Dallas Bent- 
ley’s monster drumming, with Blurton 
and Campbell trading vocals back and 
forth, on opener “All Time High,” all 
the way through to the album-ending 
pounding of “Born to Get It On,” fea- 
turing more split vocals and meaty, 
NWOBHIN-inspired riffing. 

Too many bands send out press 
releases claiming the crown of rock 
‘n’ roll saviours; C'mon don’t bother 
pissing around with vague and pre- 
tentious claims like that. Instead, the 
trio simply turns the amps up to 11 
and digs down deep into the 
grooves. And, while the band might 
not save rock ‘n’ roll—reports of its 
demise have been greatly exaggerat- 
ed, anyway—it’s doubtful that the 
players give a damn about anything 
more than laying down the groove 
and ripping up the foundations, and 
they're sure as hell doing that with 
Bottled Lightning. 


Anyone interested in a similarly raw and 
raging slab of rock ‘n’ roll can catch 
Campbell's old band, Nashville Pussy, 
playing at New City on Mon, Sep 3. 
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THE STAGE NAMES 
JAGJAGUWAR 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
Will Sheff and company 
have taken an odd tack on 
their latest, warning us 
Les excessively about the dan- 
gers of believing in fiction while craft- 
ing a group of stories that does 
nothing if not encourage that belief. 
On “Unless It’s Kicks,” Sheff cries, 
"What gives this mess some grace 
unless it’s fiction?” like they were his 
dying words, as blunt-and powerful a 
statement as you'll ever hear from 
this group of shadow-hiding fabulists. 
That directness aside, it’s Sheff’s 
talent for metaphor and creative refer- 
ence that almost gets him in trouble a 
few times here. It might just be that 
the subject matter is too obvious for a 
band—the second half of “Unless it’s 
Kicks” aches with an almost-cheesy 
fan-love—but in an almost complete 
reversal from the group’s 2005 master- 
piece Black Sheep Boy, Sheff is actually 
at his best here when he shows some 
restraint, as on the delicately powerful 
“A Girl in Port.” He does that enough 
to keep his fictions well worth believ- 
ing in, but there’s no question The 
Stage Names is going to suffer from 
any comparison to the former, quite 
possibly one of the most lyrically pow- 
erful albums ever recorded. 


ROLAND PEMBERTON / roland@vueweekly.com 
MIA's career has always 
revolved around bootleg 
culture, initially gaining 

Tea notoriety from her Piracy 


ium ACONOETE 


oh 


Funds Terrorism mixtape with Diplo, 
and that doesn’t stop with her new 
album Kala. Throughout the course of 
this album, she uses lyrics from 
“Where Is My Mind?” by the Pixies, 
she covers a Bollywood tune and adds 
some verses to a five-year-old song 
by a young Australian rap group. The 
opening track “Bamboo Banger” uses 
lyrics from “Roadrunner” by the Mod- 
ern Lovers, Eastern chanting and a 
sample of Pharrell Williams saying 
“Come on!” intermittently. 

Switch, who helmed most of the 
production for this album, sets a new 
standard in modern electronic music 
by flipping a sound that is never 
repetitive and structurally innovative. 
While her songwriting is still relatively 
limited in scope, with half-formed 
battle cries and pull-up-the-poor 
proselytizing—"I put people on the 
map that never seen a map’—she has 
still managed to stay well ahead of 
the pack. 


JOSH RITTER 

THE HISTORICAL CONQUESTS OF JOSH 
RITTER 

AED INK MUSIC 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 
The most striking feature of 
7 The Historical Conquests Of 
Josh Ritter, the latest record 
THIS ROCKS fom the eponymous singer- 


songwriter, is its diversity. Ritter 


changes gears more than a truck driv- 
er. One minute he sounds like the 
Josh Ritter of old, all acoustic guitar 
and intimate vocals, and one track 
later he’s belting out a blues tune over 
a groovy baseline and tight backing 
band. The songs are all about 
romance, but some share very little in 
common outside of that. 

Yet it still works in a major way. 
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angels of light 
we are him CD 


Despite channeling, in tum, the Shins, 
Spoon, Belle & Sebastian, Iron & 
Wine and, finally, himself, Josh Ritter’s 
Historical Conquests is engaging and 
pleasing to listen to. 


MATTHEW GOOD 
MUSIC 
UNIVERSAL 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
It's easy to dismiss Matthew 
Good as a former Can-rock- 
er turned self-preoccupied 
THS BOK solo artist, and parts of this 
dise can easily confirm that. And the 
music on this over-long disc can 
sound too much like Good’s roaring 
epic Avalanche mashed-up with his 
stripped-down White Light Rock & Roll 
Review, then injected with a Thom 
Yorke-ish anomie. 

But even empty hallways have a 
strange mood of their own, and 
there’s a pretty haunting and, at 
times, hauntingly pretty self-confes- 
sion in many of these songs. The 
recently bipolar-diagnosed, folk-rock 
poet muses on painkiller addiction in 
“A Single Explosion” and the detritus 
of his marriage in “Metal Air- 
planes’—“Broken up like a tanker on 
the rocks”. But he can also look out- 
ward; “Black Helicopter” is another 
of Good's bitter pills about the mod- 
ern world. 


KELLY WILLIS 
TRANSLATED FROM LOVE 
AYKODISC 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vuewaekly.com 

Over her sixth album, 

€y Translated From Love, Willis 

wails, belts and smolders, 

THSISOK packed by an army of more- 

than-competent players and guests 

(the Gourds, Tosca String Quartet, 

hubby Bruce Robison and others) 

under the watchful eye of collabora- 
tor/producer Chuck Prophet. 

The record is a hodge-podge of 
Willis/Prophet ditties, contributions 
from Jules Shear and other songwrit- 
ers and covers. Unsurprisingly, Willis’s 
songs with Prophet play to her 
strengths, showcasing her caramel 
and cashmere voice and effortlessly 
expressive phrasing. 

Songs penned by Shear evoke 
country-phase Elvis Costello, while 
the most raucous covers, including 
Iggy Pop’s pre-bling shopping list 
“Success” and Adam Green's predato- 
ty “Teddy Boys,” are cringe-worthy, 
perhaps only included so the adjective 
"ballsy’ can be thrown around. 

It may be churlish to complain 
when so much love has been put into 
Willis’s return—even her saddest 
tracks are buoyed by the delirious joy 
she takes in singing them, and the 
musicianship is faultless but static— 
but Translated suffers from over-col- 
laboration. Next time out, more of her 
authentic voice would be welcome. 


No wild roses for TIFF 


ENTER SANDOR 


> | STEVEN SANDOR 


Dozens of Edmonton bands make the 
pilgrimage to Toronto for annual festi- 
vals like NXNE and Canadian Music 
Week in the hopes of playing in front 
of the right people. With that in mind, 
| have to ask why there are no 
Edmonton bands on the schedule for 
the Canadian Music Café? 

The third annual Canadian Music 
Café runs for three days next week, 
organized by the big players in the 
industry, including the Canadian 
Recording Industry Association. Like 
the other festivals, it takes submis- 
sions from bands across the country. 
And, running in conjunction with the 
Toronto International Film Festival, it 
targets all the movie-types and produc- 
ers—the kind of people who make 
decisions about movie soundtracks. 

"The Canadian Music Café makes 
such success possible by bringing 
together our best talent with foreign 
buyers who are anxious to use 
Canadian talent in their productions,” 
said Duncan McKie, head of the 
Canadian Independent Record 
Production Association, another big 
backer of the event. 

There are bands from Toronto, 
Vancouver and Atlantic Canada on the 
schedule. But, alas, over the three 
days, | can’t find one from Alberta. 

And that’s brutal. Because there's a 
solid argument out there that it's more 
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BLAQK AUDIO 
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INTERSCOPE 


AFI, now in 
Convenient, easy to hate 
Electronic form 


THE LAST GOODNIGHT 
POISON KISS 


VIAGIN 

Everything “faux” band! 

Faux-soul, faux-hawks, faux-pas, but 
Real douchebaggery 


THE FUCKING WRATH 
SEASON i EVIL 
GOODFELLO 


Combines my love of 
Old metal with the sounds of 
Manatees mating 


MONSTER BOBBY 
GAP 
HYPNOTE 


Some guy mumbling with 
Zip-zap shit in the background 
And farting guitars 


beneficial to get your music into some 
kind of movie or TV production than 
getting radio airplay nowadays. 
Example? Canadian chanteuse Lily 
Frost; who will be playing the Café, 
already got a huge boost when her 
song “Enchantment” was played on 
Grey's Anatomy. 

If the right song gets played in the 
fight scene, it can lodge itself in the 
head of the viewer, and the next day 
that person is asking around about 
who wrote that song and whether or 
Not it’s easy to find on CD. It happens. 

Don't think that producers look only 
for established acts to provide music 
for their productions, either. Of the 15 
bands featured on this year's show- 
case, there are no major Canadian 
tour-de-force acts. This mini-fest isn't 
designed with the likes of Nickelback 
and the Barenaked Ladies in mind; this 
year's roster includes bands like Die 
Mannequin and Camouflage Nights— 
hardly household names. 

With so many producers out there 
looking for music, you'd think that 
some Alberta artists would get the 
idea that being in Toronto for the film 
fest might be more worthwhile than 
playing to jaded music industry types 
at NXNE or CMW. Hopefully, next 
year some very talented Alberta 
musicians will get into the Café. For 
now, though, our bands are on the 
outside looking in. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of ue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 
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More breakdowns than a 
Trip to Vancouver in a 

‘68 Fiat! 
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True sixties garage 


Pre-dates punk, disco, metal 
And guitar tuners 


DROWNING POOL 
FULL CIRCLE 
ELEVEN SEVEN 
About as painful 


Asa dentist's drill; sadly, 
Not as musical 
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ADULT SWIM 

Death metal band slays 


All rivals. Did | mention 
That it's a cartoon? 
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Why marriage (still) matters — 


QUEERMONTON 


Gay marriage may seem like a dead 
issue to the average Canadian. After its 
legalization and the Conservative minori- 
ty government's failure to re-start debate 
on the issue, opposition to same-sex 
marriage has moved on or at least 
(mostly) shut up about it, so | really had 
no intention of writing an article about 
‘S8ne-sex marriage any time soon. 

| am, however, occasionally reminded 
of the importance that a marriage certifi- 
cate holds, but | didn’t expect inspiration 
for my renewed interest in gay marriage 
to come from ex-convicts in Philadel- 
phia. 

Steven Roberts and Daniel Mangini 
have been a couple for more than two 
decades. A few years ago the pair went 
to jail for dealing drugs and have since 
emerged clean of the meth addiction 
that held them both. Eager to serve their 
five-year paroles and resume life togeth- 
er, they left prison one and two years 

ego, respectively. But less than aweek 

before Roberts was released, the couple 
was told the law limited them to one 12- 
hour visit and two phone calls a week 
for at least 6 months, as federal policy 
forbids parolees from associating with 
other felons unless they are spouses or 
relatives. The American Civil Liberties 
Union todk on the nien’s case and the US 
District Court decided Roberts and 
Mangini have the same rights as a het- 
erosexual married couple, and they now 
see each other every other day. But 
while this case had a happy ending, 
many aren't so lucky. 

Hopes for improvement in same-sex 
couple benefits were dashed in Australia 
dast week when conservative legislators 
managed to a delay a bill providing limit- 
ed rights to queer partners. The cabinet 
eventually chose to leave it up to Prime 
Minister John Howard, who's made it 
very clear he will not consider legalizing 
marriage or civil unions. Howard's gov- 
ernment passed legislation three years 
ago specifically limiting marriage exclu- 
sively to opposite sex-couples. 

A group wedding of eight gay couples 
occurred in Manchester over the week- 
end, reminding us that even in the UK 
queers can’t aetually get married— 
they're only ‘civil partners’ under the law. 
Vermont legalized civil unions seven years 
ago but just this month started organizing 
@ commission towards legislating same- 
sex marriage; it'll be at least two years 
before the bill makes it onto a ballot. Next 
year a civil union law—the usual ‘all the 
same rights, just not the same name'— 
goes into effect in New Hampshire. 


IT’S HARD FOR ME TO mount an argu- 
ment in support of same-sex marriage 
It's sort of like asking me if puppies are 
cute. There is no discussion necessary. 
Some things simply are, and if you don't 
get it, there’s no explaining why. 

-90h, I've heard arguments. We all 
have. Society will crumble. Polygamy, 
pedophilia and bestiality will run ram- 
pant. It's nearly impossible to engage in 
such a baseless debate, so for now I'll 
just assume that anyone intelligent 
enough to be reading this doesn’t need 
me to explain why the marriage of will- 


ing grown-ups isn’t the same thing as 
marrying a dog, a baby, a tree, an office 
building, a lizard and so on. When you 
get down to it, the suggestion is actually 
pretty offensive. | hope | don't piss off 
any lizard-lovers here, but comparing 
queer love to the aforementioned aber- 
rations is really pretty repulsive. Yet 
we're forced to field this ludicrous argu- 
ment on a far too frequent basis. 

Some say it is dramatic to compare 
our struggles to the uprisings of race 
and religion that came before us—but in 
this case, the parallel is apt. Denying 
marriage to same-sex partners is as 
crazy as rejecting it on the basis of skin 
colour, class, denomination or any other 
arbitrary distinction. I'll be the first to 
admit that our world is full of things that 
are much more important than marriage, 
but at some point, same-sex unions 
became a flagship issue bearing the 
brunt of ignorance and hatred. The 
debate brings out hidden homophobia 
from the shadows of average citizens 
who mostly let us do our own thing: The 
idea that a pair of loving adults could be 
a danger to one’s family or marriage is 
pretty ridiculous. Again, such a sugges- 
tion can’t really be refuted because it's 
too laughable to comment on. 

This is not even a religious issue. 
Despite the hard fought efforts of many 
so-called ‘spiritual leaders’ across the 
world, more and more places of worship 
continue to open up their congregations 
to all types of diversity. As long as mar- 
riage certificates continue to be 
bestowed by the government, this is a 
legal issue about granting the same 
rights and privileges as anyone else. 

And this whole ‘sanctity of marriage’ 
thing doesn’t fly with me either. Not 
when a pregnant Nicole Richie becomes 
engaged to Hilary Duff's mall-punk ex- 
boyfriend on the heels of her coke- 
fuelled DUI. Or when Katie Holmes 
marries her couch-hopping teen idol. (Of 
course, tying the knot with Tom Cruise 
might qualify as a gay wedding, but still.) 

One less outlandish argument is the 
idea that straight marriage should be 
upheld for the sake of tradition. Societal 
changes can appear scary, but equal 
rights benefit everyone. Our nations are 
built upon struggles to enact change. 
Otherwise we'd be living in caves and 
wearing a lot of fur. I'm no fan of animal 
pelts, nor do | enjoy being clubbed over 
the head (not unless there’s a good rea- 
son, anyway). Societies evolve and noth- 
ing’s ever gotten better by standing still, 
except maybe whiskey. 

It's hard to legislate acceptance. You 
can’t make really make a policy that leg- 
islates toleration or criminalization of 
homophobia because you can't police 
thought. But you can legalize rights and 
protect against discrimination. Marriage 
is a label that bundles thousands of 
opportunities. A spouse opens up the 
chance to adopt, inherit, share, visit and 
decide in every facet of a person and 
their partner's life. 

Outside of the western world, the 
debate about marriage probably seems 
absurd compared to countries where 
being gay will still get you jailed or 
worse. The danger in these places can't 
be ignored and the fight to protect LGBT 
people across the planet is something 
we must all engage in, but that doesn't 
negate our lesser struggles here. w 
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CLUBS/LECTURES 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside Presbyterian 
Church basement, N. door, 6 Bemard Dr, Bishop St, Sir 
Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert © For adult children of 
alcoholic and dysfunctional families * Meet every Mon, 
incl holidays (7:30pm) 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-101 
St (479-1999) * Basketball; Mon (5-7pm) * Healing 
Circle; Mon {6-8pm) * Boxing; Mon/Thu (7-9pm), Tue (5- 
7pm) * Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) © Sewing Circle; Tue (6- 
8pm) ¢ Beadwork Class; Wed (6-8pm) * C.N.EC. Pow- 
wow; Wed (6-9pm) * Hip-Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) « 
Cree Class: Thu (6-8pm) * Elders and Residency; Fri (all 
day) * Safe Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri each 
month (11am-12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1- 
2pm) © Drop-in Night: Fri (6-8pm) 

CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 
13212-106 Ave © Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne 
Racine * Every Tue (1-3pm) 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387- 
3343) © Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and support- 
ers meet the 2nd Thu each month (8pm); 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 
6415-106 St (469-9776) www.imagesab.ca * Meets 
every 2nd and 4th Thu (8pm) each month featuring pre- 
sentations, speakers, workshops, outings. Photographers 
of all levels are welcome * $40 (membership)/$50 (fami- 
ty)/$20 (full-time student); visitors may attend three times 
before joining 


MEDITATION ¢ Gaden Samton Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation Society, 11403-101 St. 
www.gadensamtenling.org (479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang 
Dhamchos; beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm); 
advanced Sun (11am-1pm) © Kumaris World 
‘Spiritual Organization, 208-10132-105 St (425-1050) 
www.bkwsu.org; Raja Yoga Meditation * Tranquility 
Moditation Tibetan Tradition 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) 
www,karmatashiling.org; Beginners welcome, instruction 
available, every Wed (7pm); free 


MEDIA ACTIVISM WORKSHOP Abbey Road Coop - 
10950 - 82 Ave. © Presented by Greenpeace and the 
Sierra Club Prairie Chapter, this workshop will give tips on 
how to get media interested in 66 and cam- 
paigns, Design events that busy j will come out 
to, learn how to handle a press scrum and an angry jour- 
nalist, and beat the corporate control over media and get 
your message in the news ® Aug. 30 (6-Spm) 


PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for par- 
ents at various city locations 


ROBERT LEMAY ART TALK Stanley A. Milner Theatre 
{downstairs, Edmonton Public Library, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square) * The Alberta Society of Artists and the 
Edmonton Public Library present a free public lecture by 
Robert Lemay * September 13 (7:00pm) 


ST. STEPHEN'S COLLEGE Free noon-hour lectures 
series * “Leadership in Change” with Geoff Wilfong- 
Pritchard * Sept. 7 (noon-2pm) 


SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (495-5930) » For 
women who are experiencing chaos as a result of a life 
crisis and who feel isolated ¢ Group meets each week 


THE HIDDEN HIMALAYA ~ IN SEARCH OF 
SHANGRILA Robertson Wesley United Church Memorial 
Hall, 10209 123 St © Experience the journey of five 
trekkers in one of the poorest and most neglected regions 
of Nepal, via a multi-media slide show ® Sept. 5 (7:30pm) 
Cost by donation; proceeds to Himalayan hospital proj- 
ect 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS * Chamber Toastmasters 
Clwh: Chamber of Commerce, 600, 9990 Jasper Ave 
(459-5206); Visit us and learn how to deliver effective 
presentations, conduct business meetings, and develop 
@s 2 communicator and a leader; every Thu (6pm) * 
“N'orators: Beverly United Church meeting room, 
11919-40 St (476-6963) Improve speaking skills, leader- 
ship skills, time management, organizational, listening 
and social skills; every Wed (?-Spm) * Purswers: Best 
Western Cedar Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457- 
0808) Weekly meetings to improve your communication 
and leadership skills in a supportive environment every 
Wed (7-Spm) * Chanticleer Toastmasters: Kingsway 
Fim, Millard Health Building, 131 Airport Ad (498- 
4608/474-1138) Thu meetings (7-8:30am) feel confident 
speaking and build leadership skills 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 


Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil every 1st and 3rd Sat each 
month, stand in silence for a world without violence (10- 


Nam) 
QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Red Deer (403- 
347-6073) * Affirm welcome LGBTQ people and their 
friends, family, and allies, meet at Sunnybrook United 
Church every 2nd Tue each month (7pm) 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus © Sex, sex- 
ual, gender differences in education and culture focus 
group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ape and bisexual women * 2nd Thu each 


Stee ate cis -106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with poo! tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) © 
Open nightly 9pm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag 
shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
oar a otis ek Dorcas Wet i Tia Gobo 

DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip 
eel with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WastCoastBabyDaddy ® Tue: Free pool and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser ¢ Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexoaxy Sean * 
Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, 
DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy © Fri: We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no cover 
before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, free pool 
‘and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) © Open 24/7 © www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social group, 
couples and singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusic- 
night@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitanan Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and 
their admirers who have common social interests meet 
every 2nd Sunday of most months at 2:30pm for a social 
period, a short meeting and a quest speaker, discussion 
panel or @ potluck supper. Special interest groups meet 
for other social activities throughout the month. email 
edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, www.primetimersww.org/edmon- 
fon 


EDMONTON RAINBOW ASSOCIATION 
Wwww.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business com- 
munity * Second Wed each month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmonton.com © 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses, Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, 
advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, straight 
allies and support staff * 3rd Thu each month (fall/winter 
terms): Speakers Series, Contact Kris 
{kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliving- 
positive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confi- 
dential peer support to people living with HIV © Every Tue 
(7-Spm): Support group © Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) « 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm. 
reduction in French, English and other African languages 
© Every 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-Spm) # Free (member)/$10 
(membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
WWW.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aged to participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue, 
Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488- 
3234) ¢ Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Youth 
theatre project is developing a play to educate about 
and reduce homophobic bullying. It's a way for GLBTO 
and straight identified youth to address the problem; no 
previous theatre experience needed. Meetings are 
every Wednesday at 7:00 PM at the Pride Centre (9540 
- 111 Ave). to the project; please contact Emily 
{Emily@pridecentreofedmonton.org or 488-3234) for 
more information ¢ Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last 
Sun each month (1-Spm, TV room) ¢ Trans 
Education/Support Group: Support and education for 
anssexual, transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited 
and questioning individuals; 1st, 3rd, last Sun each 
month (2-4pm) with Cody * Sunday Night Men’s 
Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group; 
every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at 
robwells780@hotmail.com © Friends and Family 
Playgroup: 2nd Sun each month (2-4pm) with Noelle, 
friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * 
Monday Movie Night: Movie nights with themed movies 
and discussion afterwards; every Mon * T7110 Alliance: 
Support meeting for transgender, transsexual, intersex 
and questioning 2nd Tue each month; 
ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 * GLBT Seniors Drop- 
In: Every Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 © Sick 
and tired of being sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous 
meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA Hotline 425-2715 ¢ HIV 
Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth support and social graup; 
every Sat (7-9pm); yuy@shaw.ca; 
www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and Show 
Up-Aleoholics Anonymous Big Book Study; Sat (12-1), 
suitupshowup@hotmail.com « NDP LGBT Caucus: last 
Sun each month with Jay, 488-3234 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun 
8pm-3am; Fri Sat 8pm-4am; closed Mon, Tue, Wed * Thu: 
Thursdays are Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, 
featuring Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque and amateur 
strip the last Thu each month © Fri: All Request Dance 
Party every Friday, DJ Jazzy with rotating shows every 
week © Sat Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan 
{retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs * 
Sun: Flashback Sundays: Featuring hostesses Miss Bianca 
and Vanity Fair, rotating guests. Free pool all night long: 
$3 cover * Weekends: $4 (members)/$6 (non- 
member|/Sun $2 cover 

SINGLE LESBIANS 48 PLUS * A woman's social 
group, gathers once a month on Sat for conversation over 
tea and coffee * Information e-mail: 
singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com 

STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) ¢ Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 

TEAM EDMONTON www.teamedmonton.ca * GLBT 
participants encouraged to join in with the summer sea- 
son of activities, running until mid-September. Slo-piteh, 
outdoor volleyball, running, cycling, tennis, outdoor pur- 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) © Open Daily 


(noon) ¢ Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and 
Sun Poo! Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


A-MAIZING RACE Prairie Gardens and Greenhouses, 
56307 Lily Lake Road, Bon Accord, prairiegardens.org 
(921-2272) * Giant com maze, wagon rides, petting farm, 
nature trails, group campfire after dark © Sept. 1-3 


EDMONTON GHOST TOURS Meet in front of the 
Rescuer Statue, Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave 
(469-3187) * A ghostly walk in Old Strathcona ® Until 
Aug. 30, every Mon-Thu (Spm) * $5/person 

FRIENDS OF EDDIE, EDDIE BUS SIGHTSEEING 
TOURS Sightseeing bus, 17 stops at Edmonton's major 
attractions and historical sights, hop on and off as you 
wish. 8 departures throughout the day at one-hour inter- 
vals. Passes are not date specific and are activated once 
you get on the bus and can be used as a requiar ETS 
transfer before or after the tour ® Daily until Sept. 3 « 
$12 (one day pass)/$20 (two consecutive day pass) at TIX 
on the Square 


SYMPHONY UNDER THE SKY FESTIVAL Hawrelak 
Amphitheatre, Hawrelak Park. edmontonsymphony.com 
(428-1108) * Aug. 31-Sept. 3 


TALES. ANNUAL STORYTELLING FESTIVAL Fort 

Edmonton Park (987-2503) ¢ Morning storytelling work- 

shops open to all; afternoon performances throughout 

ee © Sept 2-3, all day; Sunday evening concert 8pm, 
10-12 


TAOIST TAI CHI SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 
AWARENESS DAY Three locations (489-4293) © 
Demonstrations and free introductory class * Sir Wilbur 
Melntyre Gazebo, 103 St and 83 Ave (10am-2pm); Open 
houses at 15740 Stony Plain Rd, 8927 Whyte Ave (1pm) 
© Sept. 8 , 

TERRY FOX MONTH PROCLAMATION City Hall 
Join the celebration as the mayor proclaims September 
as Terry Fox Month, in advance of the Sept. 16 run © 
Sept 5 (12:15-1pm) 

WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION Free guided hike 
of about 10 km at Kjorlein Comer South * Meet at Sam 
at Bonnie Doon Recycle, west side of mall, 85 St and 85 
Ava, {call David 434-2675) * Bring lunch and beverage * 
This is a challenging hike * Sept. 2 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain 
Rd (484-7751) ¢ Every Wed (8pm-12am); every Thu, Fri, 
Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) with Right Said Ed 

BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert * Every 
Wed/Fri: Karaoke with Shelly 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) © 
Every Sun (8pm-12): with Jeannie and Bruce 


CASTLEDOWN’'S P UB 16753-100 St ¢ Every Tue (9pm- 
Tam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472- 
7696) © Every Thu (10:30pm) * Every Wed: Name that 
Tune 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every Tue-Wed 
(9:30pm); Gord’s Best Live Singing Show 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) * Karaoke 
every friday with krista, Liquid Entertainment 
HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 Street 421-9898) © Fri 8pm 
midnight: Hot Karaoke Productions 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) « 
Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd 
(431-5815) © Every Sun (8pm): With Evolution 
Entertainment 

MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) Every Fri (5pm- 
late); Karaoke with Chris 

M0J0’S Best Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998- 
7888) © Every Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound 
Productions 

NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every Thu 
Karaoke 


Patrick © Sa 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) ¢ 
Name that Tune; every Thu (pm) 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * 
Karaoke Mondays (9:30pm); with Wil Clark and Mr. 
Entertainment * Salsa Rocks Thu: every Thu (9pm) 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) © Every 
Wed/Thu/Sun (9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 
OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St 
(988-5457) * Every Sat hosted by Jenny Joy; 9pm 
PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St, 113 Ave (451-8022) 
© Every Thu (9:30pm-1:30am): with Gord from Stonerock 
Productions 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) « 
Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL » Downtown, 10604-101 St 
(423-3499); Every Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth © 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) © 
Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat 
(9:30pm-1;30am) * t, 63 Ave; every Thu-Sat (9pm- 
Jam): with Off-Key jinment — 

‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING — 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) © Every Tue, Fri-Sat 
(7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-5pm) 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert (459- 
0295) * Every Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


Longest running 


ARIES (MAR Z1-APRIS) 
“Here's how you can tell if you have a bad 
psychotherapist or counselor,” says my 
friend Laura. "She or he buys into all your 
BS, never questions your delusions, and 
builds your self-esteem even if that makes 
you into an asshole.” | agree with Laura's 
assessment, which is why I’m going to 
spend our short time together today call- 
ing you on your BS, prodding you to get 
introspective about your delusions, and 
not pumping up the parts of your ego that 
really should be melted down. Next week 
maybe we'll get back to gazing adoringly 
into each other's eyes, but right now you'll 
benefit from some tough love. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

This will be an excellent time to read five 
books simultaneously, snack constantly on 
delicacies while avoiding heavy meals, 
climb a tree with an adventurous friend 
and make careful yet wild love right there, 
refuse to practice any form of meditation 
that doesn’t involve laughing, buy ten 
cheap alarm clocks and smash them with 
a hammer out in the middle of a meadow, 
pretend to be a feral teenager who's aller- 
gic to civilization and throw invisible 
stones at any god, angel, or genie who 
won't help you get the love you want. 


(MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

American poet William Stafford, winner 
of the National Book Award in 1963, 
wrote a poem every morning for 40 years. 
“| keep following the hidden river of my 


life,” he said. “And | don't have any sense 
of its coming to a crescendo, or of its 
petering out either. It is just going steadily 
along.” I'd like to nominate Stafford to be 
your honorary role model, Gemini. Here's 
your assignment: every morning for the 
next 20 days, carry out a brief ritual (no 
more than a few minutes long) that feeds 
your lust for life and engenders a blessing 
for yourself or someone you care about. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Your assignment in the coming week is 
simple but tricky: take devalued ideas or 
trivial objects or demeaning words and 
transform them into things that are fun, 
interesting or useful. Here are some 
precedents to inspire you: what the punk 
movement did when it made safety pins 
into earrings; what gays did when they 
mutated the insulting term “queer” into a 
word of power; what the resourceful TV 
hero MacGyver did when he put pow- 
dered make-up into a confetti cannon and 
shot it at evil CIA operatives, temporarily 
blinding them and allowing him to escape. 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

It's a perfect time to work more intensely 
on cultivating a healthy relationship 
between money and your soul. For inspi- 
ration, read this wise counsel, articulated 
by Margaret Young and quoted in Julia 
Cameron's The Artist's Way. “Many peo- 
ple attempt to live their lives backwards. 
They try to have more money in order to 
do more of what they want so they will 
be happier. The way it actually works is 
the reverse. You must first be who you 
really are, then do what you need to do, 
in order to have what you want.” 


2 CLASSIFIEDS 


IF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 


EDUCATIONAL 


ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www.vadastudios.com 
1-866-231-8232 


HELP WANTED 


SE eee 
Cute female English Bulldog puppy for sale. Parents 
are champions from known kennels. Healthy, lots of 
wrinkles, big head and big chest. A guarantee of 
health. Champion Bloodlines from CA. 
Brendarhnh@unionplus.net 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


Full Time Receptionist for high-end salon. Please drop 
off resume in asa to 10536-124 St or call 496-9977 
for more details. 


EEE ea 
CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 


ICLASSIFIEDS™ 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

“There have never in history been so many 
Opportunities to do so many things that 
aren't worth doing,” wrote novelist 
William Gaddis. That's important for you to 
keep in mind during the coming weeks. 
You'll receive a flood of invitations, but 
only some of them will be intimately relat- 
ed to the unique work you're here on Earth 
to do. Those few may be so amazingly use- 
ful, though, that they could dramatically 
change your life for the better. Please say 
no to all the others so you can attend to 
the good stuff with your heart on fire and 
your mind as fluid as a mountain stream. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

Have you ever heard of the First Law of 
Holes? It says that if you get in a hole, 
you should stop digging. Please obey that 
law in the coming week, Libra. Once you 
realize there's no other place to go but 
down if you continue your course of 
action, nothing—not even your pride— 
should keep you committed to that 
course, Now here’s the Second Law of 
Holes: if you are able to scramble up out 
of the hole before it gets too deep, you 
should then spend some time filling it in 
so that you don’t fall into it if you come 
back that way later in the dark. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Most intelligent people realize global 
warming is underway. This awakening is 
good, but I'm worried it may be diverting 
attention from a more profound crisis: the 
Mass Extinction Event that is killing off 
animal and plant species at a pace 
unmatched since the demise of the 
dinosaurs 65 million years ago. The possi- 
bility of there being future draughts, rising 


Time in a Dead- 
End, Low-Paying Job! Train to be an Admin 
Professional and get the office job of your dreams. 
Call Campbell College for a FREE 10-min Funding 
Assessment. Ask for Sharon - 448-1850, ext 22. 


DRINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE, 


MAKE MONEY! 


Looking for the perfect job with geod 
great wo a s 


River House Grill 
St. Albert 
! Requires full time server 
i must have some knowledge of wine and be excited 
about working at a great local restaurant. 
To apply e-mail resume attn. Willie White to 
cwwhite@shaw.ca or drop it off in person at 
8 Mission Ave, St. Albert. 


Overweighted? 

So are we. But we have tured our health around, 
from a downward swing to an upward swing! So 
join us in the river valley for a cardio-based workout! 
mixed with core-based exercises, plus nutrition and 
diet advice. 918-9970. Limited space, starts Sept. 


We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


REE LINES FOR $15 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


ocean levels, and crazy weather is daunt- 
ing, but the more devastating fact is that 
Earth’s precious eco-diversity is dying 
now—not just from global warming, but 
also from pollution and a host of other 
mischief caused by humans.What does 
this have to do with your horoscope, | 
mean besides it being a call to expand 
your understanding of our planet's envi- 
ronmental crisis? The scenario I’ve 
described is a metaphor for your personal 
life. What important issue might you be 
obsessing on in a way that blinds you to 
an even more all-encompassing issue? 


SAGITTARIUS (NOW 22 - DEC 21) 

The largest rubber duck race in history 
took place last year on Ireland's River Lif- 
fey, with 150 000 yellow vinyl contestants 
vying to cross the finish line first. It was a 
charity event to raise money for sick chil- 
dren. | mention this, Sagittarius, because 
if anyone could organize an adventure 
that would top that extravaganza, it 
would be you in your current state. You're 
at the peak of your power to marshal the 
forces of playfulness in a holy cause 


CAPRICORN (DEE 22 - JAN 19) 

Last November, Major League Baseball 
announced that New York Mets’ pitcher 
Guillermo Mota had tested positive for 
steroids and would therefore be suspend- 
ed for 50 games at the beginning of the 
new season. A month later, the Mets 
signed Mota to a new, two-year $5 million 
contract, despite knowing that his recent 
accomplishments on the baseball field 
had almost certainly been inflated by the 
steroids’ boost. | foresee a comparable 
scenario unfolding in your life, Capricorn. 
You'll be rewarded in the wake of a penal- 
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LOVE LIVE MUSIC? 

The Starlite Room and Velvet 

Underground are presently | 

taking resumes for all positions | 

Bartending, porting, bussing, | 

management - you name it! | 

If you've got a passion for | 

live music, drop offaresume | 


fon fi at 10030- 102st | 
Attn: Wayne 


scontact®storliteroonica | 


Call conter training 
Five-week paid training program 
with garaunteed employment starting 
at $13/hr. Sept 4 and Oct 9. 

Call NorQuest College 644-6480 


Classes for adults and youth ages 10-13 Don't miss 
out leaming from the BEST!!! Call today and book 
our spot in the class (780) 460-4607 

Check out www.tomlogan.com 


IS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
A.A. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


Phone 426-1996 from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri ¢ Email office@vueweekly.com * 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Up to 45 Characters per line + Every letter, space or mark counts as one character + Allow one space following 


Deadline Tues at Noon » Print legibly on lines at right 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ty or limitation that was imposed on you, 
and the gain will outstrip the loss 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

“Ym interested in the boundaries whage 
things change into other things,” writes 
Orene, one of my MySpace friends. Those 
boundaries should be your primary hang- 
Out in the coming weeks, Aquarius. Would 
you like some foreshadowing about what 
things will be changing into other things? 
Pay close attention to your dreams for 
clues, and muse on this list: goodbyes that 
morph into awakenings; banishments that 
become pilgrimages; adversaries who 
transform into allies; decay that alchem- 
izes into splendor and serpent energy tha 
tums into spiritual fire. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

While snorkeling in the ocean off the 
coast of Hawaii's Big Island, | had a con- 
versation with a dolphin. She gave me 
clarity concerning a question I've been 
wondering about. | asked her, “What can 
Pisceans do to make sure their overflow- 
ing emotions don't cause the kind of 
chaos that undermines their ability to get 
things done?” | swear the dolphin 
answered me telepathically, because 
even though | couldn't understand the 
hubbub of shrieks and clicks she 
unleashed in response to my inquiry, my 
mind was suddenly filled with the follow- 
ing thoughts: Pisceans must love their 
oceanic emotions unconditionally 
must see their endless inundation as a 
privilege and a blessing ... must learn to 
surf the endless tidal wave not with a 
fearful sense of being a victim but with 
an exhilarated gratitude for the primal 
power of the adventure 


FRAMING 


MOVIE DOSTER SHC? 
Music Post 


Affordable picture 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
{Music Instruction for quitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 


Beginner and intermediate drum lessons 
(rock/funk/alternative) from an experienced, easy- 
going drummer/teacher 
ch.s-\@hotmail.com 


MUSIC SERVICES 


Profesional and experienced sound, lighting and 
soundman for hire. Please e-mail me for rates and 
availability. ch.s-@hotmail.com 


a 
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JOB POSTING 


Latitude 53 Contemporary Visual Culture is seeking a full-time Administrative 
Officer to enhance our relationships with volunteers, communities, and our 
internal i You must enjoy a diverse team-fueled environment and 
‘enjoy being challenged; be a critical thinker with innovative approaches to 
barriers. The ideal candidate will be energetic and goal-oriented, have a 
background in community or non-profit organizations; possess excellent 
organizational and communication skills; and have experience in volunteer 
coordination, public relations, project coordination and database manage- 
ment. The Administrative Officer is responsible for the day-to-day opera- 
tions and administration of volunteers, donors and members, reporting to the 
Executive Director and working with all other Latitude 53 staff and volunteers. 
Candidates must also have organizational management skills, excellent 
communication skills, knowledge of software such as File Maker Pro, various 
design programs, and basic knowledge of the Canadian funding landscape 
for not-for-profit organizations and Alberta Gaming policies. Responsibilities 
». fall under the categories of financial management, fundraising, administrative 


management and communication and documentation. 


Interested individuals should forward their cover letter and resume by 


Friday, 07 September 2007 at 4 p.m. to: 


Todd Janes, Executive Director 


Latitude 53 Contemporary Visual Culture 
10248 - 106 Street, Edmonton, AB T5J 1H5 


Attn: Administrative Officer Search 


LATITUDE53 


CONTEMPORARY VISUAL CULTURE 


For more info, visit www.latitude53.org/getinvolved/employment 


| Charitable Fundraising 


in Edmonton 


Would you like to make a difference in your 
community? How about the entire city? 


Public Outreach specializes in face-to-face fundraising, 
representing reputable humanitarian causes. We focus on 
building leadership and interpersonal skills to foster a 


work environment that is fun, flexible, and compassionate. 


The ideal candidate must find enjoyment in improving their 
communication skills, meeting new people, presenting and 


| discussing important social issues, and contributing to the 


world beyond a typical “day” job. 


Contact Tristan at 


recruitment@publicoutreach.ca 
$12/hr, guaranteed wage, no commissions 


we require an 


Administration/Promotions 


Representative 


Do you... 
¢ have a pleasant demeanor 
© great phone abilities 

* attention to detail 


© a contagious excitement level 


® oh, and a car? 


« 


Well, we may have 
a job for you... 


We’re looking for someone to 
help out in the office several days 
a week and hit the streets to yell 
out “READ VUE WEEKLY!” at the 
top of your lungs! 

* evening and weekend work required * 


submit your resume to Rob Lightfoot, Sales and Marketing manager ... 
EMAIL: rob@vueweekly.com or FAX:780-426-2889 
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ARTIST, CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an i troupe? Want 


someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photas; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER at Wolf photography 
starting limited portrait series on people in their 30s. 
The studio has limited space available. Session is 
free, for more info please contact 
darren@wolfphoto.ca ~ 


Open audition Sat @ 2:30 for actors and models. 
10355 Jasper Ave 2nd floor. Call or just drop in. 420- 
0163. 


AUDITION 
Dancers needed immediately for world premiere of 
intemational dance theatre co-production. Auditions 
for Back & Forth...find yourself take place Sept. 7-8 at 
Citadel Theatre (11:00am-7:00pm). Dancers needed 
in all disciplines including traditional, folk, jazz, tap, 
modern, step, contemporary, break, hip-hop, flamen- 
co, Ukrainian, tango etc. Back & Forth...find yourself 
intends to tour North America, Europe and the Middle 
East. For more information contact Vinok Worldance 
(780)454-3739 or www.vinok.ca 


Robert Lemay Art Talk 
The Alberta Society of Artists and Edmonton Public 
Library present a free public lecture by Robert Lemay 
Thursday Sept. 13 at 7:00pm at the Stanley A. Milner 
Theatre (downstairs, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Square). 


MUSICIANS 


Have guitar/saxophone/bass. Looking for like-minded 
musicians who like playing cldies/do-op for fun on 
Friday nights. Have hall space and equipment. 906-0893 


Serious modem metal band seeking solid drummer and 
bass player with no vices and goals for big things cre- 
atively. Have CD, video, and the work ethic. If you do, 
respond for audition to mindevice@canada.com with 


personal inf 
Audition for EKOS sneha ® 


Pop. Jazz, Doo-Wop, Swing, Gospel, World Music! 
Auditions Sept. 6, 7, 8 
Call 433-9910 
mail@ekosingers.com 


Former members of Bad Seed looking for exp, 30+ 
singer/guitar player. 477-3708 


If you're a smokin’ drummer with a team attitude who 
is interested in rocking this city and others with 3 
hard-working, intense performers in a hard rock band 
with a CD, email ftqusinger@hotmail.com with 
details on yourself. No beginners, please. 


Seeking female vocalist, keyboards and drummer with 
rehearsal space for dance/disco/no wave/rock proj- 
ect. Call 405-4702 - please leave message 


Electric bass palayer available. Pro pea, young, neat 
in appearance, all styles of music 
Call Rod at 405-4702 


Professional rock/pop cover band “Ignision” taking 
bookings. Repertoire mostly current, some older stan- 
dards. Call Rod at 405-4702. 


Session musician for hire. Plays drums, guitar, bass, 
some piano, studio or gigs. Call 278-6201 


Bassist and guitarist looking for band. Original mate- 
rial written, ready to play, 278-6201, eonbomb@hot- 
mail.com 


VOLUNTEER 


EdlerCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
our daily programs that assist seniors to remain inde- 
pendent and active in their communities. Fora few 
hours each week, volunteers can help with lunen and 
coffee breaks and socialize with clients. Please call 
434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer. 


The Edmonton Small Press Association needs volun- 
teers for our upcoming North of Nowhere Expo. For 
more information call 434-9236 or e-mail volun- 
teers@edmontonsmallpress.org 


Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 
changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554. 


Volunteers Needed! to work with new immigrants 
in a variety of tasks and with some great fun events 
and outings! Many exciting shifts available! 
Call Judy 424-3545, ext 249 
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‘ Round Dance volunteers needed for 
Sat, 1, 2 hr shifts 2pm to midnight. Help with 
set-up, greeters, display booth, hall maintenance. NE 
location. Ph Ellen @ 432-1137, ext. 362. 


The Friends of the Edmonton Public Library 
needs volunteers for 1-2 Saturday’s/month of Thu 
evening to HE with pre rations for the 2007 fall 
ook sale 


Mentors for children/youth 7-17 years old who 
have child welfare status or developmental disabili- 
ties, and are living in group care. 2 hrs/wk for 6 
months. Various pete Ellen @ 432-1137, ext 


Love to Sew? A sewing volunteer is needed to sew 
curtains and other simple projects for a south side 
group home Sas dren. Materials provided. Ph 
Ellen @ 432-1137, ext. 362. 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board Members 
Required, To learn more about CMHA visit: 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 


yoga instructor needed for Strathcona 
Place Senior Citizen Centre. For info phone Rita 
Mittelsteadt, 433-5807. 


Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at ElderCare 
Edmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals and 
outings. Call 434-4747 ext. 4. 


“Let's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers leam 
about their community and Canadian culture. 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only. Lots of 
Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545 ext. 249. 


Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 
games and soolelaings Edmonton's day programs for 


seniors. Call 434-4747 ext 4. 
Volunteer Kitchen and Drivers Need for 
Edmonton Meals on . Varied jobs, flexible 


hours 10am-1pm weekdays. Phone 429-2020. 


Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is looking for fran- 
cophone volunteers. Come leam how to present inter- 
active workshops on antiracism/cultural diversity. 


Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
second language to newcomers to Canada. Orientation 
and training provided. Meet people from all around the 

world. Jason: jmarkows!| i-lex.ca or 944-0792. 


Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants with shop- 


ping. Momings, weekdays. Approx. 2-4 hrs. “On Call” 
position. Call Judy 424-3545. ext. 249, 


Have you ever thought of volunteering with your pet? 
Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our com- 
munity. Call Deanna at 413-4682. 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547. 


Volunteers, enjoy working in our dining room at 


Strathcona Senior Centre; for more info 
phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5807. 


Volunteers required to help Somali newcomer children 


with their homework. Somali language an asset but not 
required. Starting again in September. Call Judy 424- 
3545 ext. 249. 


Volunteers required to help Somali newcomer children 
with their homework. Somali language an asset but not 
required. Starting again in September. Call Judy 424- 
3545 ext. 249. 


Teach an adult to read and write. We are always 
pene for tutors in your area. The Centre for 
Family Literacy 421-7323, www-amlit.ca. 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunteer 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221. 


EiderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
daily activities such as crafts, card games and social- 
izing. For info ph 434-4747, ext. 4. 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more 
info call Catherine 453-8304. 


Volunteers needed to teach conversational ESL to adult 


immigrants at various library locations. 1-2 
days/week, 10-12pm or 1-3pm.(dep. on location) No exp. 
req, Call Judy 424-3545 ext. 249. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS SAAD for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research Program 
at UofA. Must be in good health, not be taking any 
medication for mental health issues, and not abuse 
drugs or alcohol. Ph 407-3775/407-3221. 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at UofA 
DEPRES- 


seeks individuals who may be suffering from 
‘SION to be involved in a research study. Must be in 
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Love Bingo? Volunteer for ElderCare Edmonton. 
Bingo volunteers needed to help raise funds for pro- 
grams. Ph. 434-4747, ext. 4. : 


Volunteers needed to teach English to adult immi- 
grants. Daytime, weekdays,or evenings for 2-3 
hrs/session, approx. 1-2 times a week. Call Judy 
424-3545. ext. 249. 


DO YOU HAVE MODERATE ASTHMA? You may 
be eligible to take part in a study examining the 
effects of fragrances on asthma. 435-9028 x 
230/jevans@toxcon.com. 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians, Email: edmonton@voice- 
printeanada.com, or call 451-8331. 


Volunteer needed to help with telephone calls and 
some filing. 1-2 days/week. Flexible hours. No exp. req 
Must have pleasant phone voice and mannerisms. Call 
Judy 424-3545 ext, 249. 


Overwhelmed? In a tough Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The Support 
Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


The Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102. 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? Help 
find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; www.afdr.ab.ca 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta Easter 
Seals, http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
429-0136 X 233. 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants 
and refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973. 

SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards volun- 
teer program. Must have formal experience/training 
and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecutive 
months. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428. 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.cmha-edmon- 
ton.ab.ca. 


ESL Tutors needed. Call PAL.S., 424-5514. 
Help someone lear English as a second language. 
Training materials provided. 


Call 468-7070 to donate today—and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance! 


Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! Call 
Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181. Do you 
remember someone who believed in you when you 

were a child? Be that person in a child's life today, All it 

takes is one hour a week. 


Youth Group: looking for creative leaders 
who want to learn more about liver health. Computer 
designers, health promoters, public speakers are wel- 

come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Melissa 444-1547. 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk 
youth, drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 


Mentors for Children/Youth: Act as a positive role 

model to children/youth in group care. Evenings or 

weekends. 2-3 hrs./wk. Various Edmonton locations. 
Lily @ 432-1137. 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in 

families and schools, and that all adults deserve to 

have real jabs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and 
help to open the gates to community living in your area. 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 904- 
8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsadmonton@hotmail.com 


If you would like to reconnect with your volunteer 
cooperation agency, or are looking to connect with 
other retumed volunteers visit www.volcall.org 


WECAN FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks volunteers 
in the Westview Village neighbourhood. 
Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecantood.com 


YEAR ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com. 


ESL Tutors urgently needed! Call PALS. at 424 - 
5514 to help someone leam English as a Second 
Language. Training and materials are provided. 


Once a cheater, always a cheater 


DEAR ANDREA 

| started dating this-guy (I am a girl) 
about six months ago. | knew he had a 
girlfriend (in another country). | knew it 
was wrong, but he was only going to be 
in town for a few months ... but we 
ended up really falling for each other 

So the time came to Jeave and / 
thought that would be it. But then he told 
me they broke up as soon as he got back. 
Then he flew back to visit, and we start- 
ed talking about the long term. 

Then, it all crashed. He told me he was 
having doubts, he was feeling very guilty, 
but he was really in love with me and he 
was confused. At first | was angry, but | 
really care about him and want him to be 


DANT MONIQUE 32 
FRENDH ASS WIN AE EXTRAORDINARY 


“NEW* Jackie James 
Discrete, upscale, petite brunette. 


FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 
is currently looking for young attractive Tk: 

Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474- 


ee hung white business man looking for SWF 
6-30, 100-115 Ibs for pleasurable, intimate 


encounters. Call James 299-9547. 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
25 yes; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965: 


boa roa just 18; = is iG 
ust very open minded; ca 
valet 11-1330. 


Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
ag: her about sj a tall for availabil- 
ti ity; 441 1330. 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; Great body; loves to 
fo rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
Bubs call for availability; 965-4968. 


MEET LOCALS TONIGHT! 
Try NIGHTLINE for free. 
Call 780-665-6565, 18+ 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


happy. | told him to do whatever was 
right for him and that | still loved him, but 
he needed to figure out what he wanted, 
and | couldn't be strung along forever. 
Now he says he’s made up his mind. 
He's coming back. I’m worried | won't 
feel secure now. Not only did this whole 
thing start as a lie, he was cheating (he 
says he’d never cheated before, but still). 
But now, | fear I'll always worry he thinks 
he made a mistake. Is there any way this 
can be salvaged? Can honesty and com- 
munication eventually smooth things 
over, or is it doomed from the start? 
LOVE, 
HOPEFUL 


DEAR HOPE 

Just to be perverse, I’m going to take up 
against the legion of advice columnists 
(and friends, and bartenders, and busy- 
body neighbors...) who nod sagely and 
intone, “If he'll cheat with you, he'll cheat 


onyou.” Sure, a bounder is a bounder and 
a rat is a rat, but can people not change? 

In most cases, sure, a cheater who 
doesn’t cheat again is merely a cheater 
who hasn't been caught, but—sur- 
prise!—people aren't perfect. Sometimes 
we make mistakes, like hooking up with 
the wrong person for the wrong reasons, 
and sometimes only more bad behavour 
will remedy the situation. 

The smug fatalism of “once a cheater 
always a cheater” depresses me. It's like’ 
when the HIV counselor insists that you 
can never be sure your partner is monoga- 
mous, you only know he says he's monoga- 
mous. Oh, shut up, Cassandra. | do too 
know, so butt out. Sometimes it's just nec- 
essary to take a leap of faith, although not, 
of course, without looking where you're 
going. It's entirely possible that, having 
extricated himself from the wrong relation- 
ship and inserted himself into the right one, 
our boy will never look back nor stray 


MORE MEN 4 MEN. 


Try us FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1,900.451.2853 (75 rala/S24") 


Gra y) 


ERSONALS 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Overs 1,330,000 
d Pr ofi les 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


Try Crulseline Text for free. 
Text “xtra” to SFREE - www.crulseline.ca 


eVine. NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 


702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 


Romantic 
ho 


1-866-742-2218 
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again. Don't kid yourself, though, that 
there's much you can do to ensure this. If 
he is the cheating kind or easily bored, 
there is no level of devotion, no intensity of 
attention, and no righteous excellence of 
blow-job guaranteed to keep him home. 

By the same token, don't count on hon- 
esty and communication to smooth things 
out. People often forget, in the throes of 
infatuation with the idea of open and 
honest communication, that “| never real- 
ly loved you,” “I think you look fat” and 
“I'm leaving” are all perfect examples of 
clear and honest communication. There 
are times when honesty (“! think you look 
fat”) can serve no purpose except to 
wound, and certain facts (“! never really 
loved you"), while of vital importance, are 
rarely well-received, As relationship guru 
John Gottman has persuasively demon- 
strated, it’s not the communication style 
that makes or breaks a relationship; it's 
what is actually being communicated. 
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right? 


The ratio of “positive interactions” (shar- 
ing jokes and happy memories, saying» 
“thank you") to negative ones, according 
to Gottman, can predict success or failure 
far more accurately than the use of “| 
Statements” (“| want to leave you" is an | 
statement; “No sane person could live 
with you" is not) ever could 

If his adventure with you does in fact 
represent his one and only episode of 
cheating, and if in fact the ex is really ex 
and was never the right girlfriend for him 
in the first place, and if in fact he not only 
knows how to make up his mind but keep» 
it made up, I'd be inclined to give you 
decent odds. It should go without saying, 
although | will say it anyway, that taking a 
chance on love is a pretty good song but 
don’t quit your day job or sell your 
house—and if, by chance, you have a 
farm, don’t bet that either 
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